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hat was the name of the Army Air Force captain who signed the
World War II discharge of a well known actor?

Stumped?:

Well, here’s a hint.

The captain, himself no mean thespian, went on to become famousin
an unrelated field, while the former major died in 1960.

Give up? The captain was Ronald Reagan, later the 40th President of
the United States, and the major was Clark Gable.

Now that may sound like something from a game that might be called
Hollywood Trivia, but Gable’s separation record with Reagan’s signature
is one of several on display at the National Personnel Records Center at
9700 Page Boulevard in the St. Louis suburb on Overland, Mo.

There are others in the case with Gable’s like Elvis Presley’s and Joe
Louis’ under his proper name of Barrows and Glenn Miller’s.

“We get a lot of inquiries about Elvis Presley and Glenn Miller,” said
John Gerfen, chief of the center’s records reconstruction branch, but the
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The Fire of 1973
The center had six floors until July 12, 1973. That was when perhaps
18 million records stored on the sixth floor were destroyed in a fire that
took 4% days and 26 fire departments using five miles of hose to
extinguish. j
Wendy Hollingsworth, who works in Gerfen’s department, recalled the
fire as “the worst thing I have ever seen.” One reason she remembers the
disaster so vividly was that she was married only a few days earlier.
Later, such records as could be salvaged were placed on the center’s
grounds in tents in hopes that they would dry out, but it rained for
several days afterwards. Then approximately 5 million were restored by
using a freeze-dry process at McDonnell Douglas Aircraft Corp. in St.
Louis. A chamber that had been employed to stimulate the pressureand _
temperature of the Mercury and Gemini space missions was utilized by |
the company. Some were dried at a NASA facility in Ohio. ;
Destroyed were 80% of the Army personnel records from 1912 to 1959
and 75% of the Air Force records from 1947 to 1963 of persons with *
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World War 1, Nov. 1,

as pburned.

Dec. 31, 1946, and post WWII, Jan. 1, 1947, to Dec. 31, 1959, for the Army,
and Sept. 25, 1947, to Dec. 31, 1963, for the Air Force.

If veterans who ask about their records are told they probably were &
lost in the fire, they may send to the center any documents they may
have, especially separation records, and these will be added to the
computerized index and filed for permanent retention.

At the May conference of Department Senior Vice Commanders and
Adjutants/Quartermasters, Gray explained that the center often can
reconstruct a veteran’s record sufficiently to issue NA Form 13038,
considered equivalent to the DD Form 214 separation report to establish
eligibility for veterans’ benefits.

Again, using alternate sources is the solution,

If veterans do not have their service data, the VA, for instance, has
records of veterans whose material was destroyed by the 1973 fire if they
filed a claim before July 1973. Then there are morning reports, sick call
lists, payrolls and military orders at the center.

continued on page 66
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