Statement by Norm Hahn, NMCB 62 Alumni Group Secretary.

Prior to the NMCB 62 1st deployment (Dec 66 thru Aug 67) and 2nd Deployments (Jan 68 thru
Oct 68) to Vietnam, our battalion was sent to military training provided by the Marine's at Camp
Lejeune, N.C. The documentation of that training is now contained in website link #6, MCB 62
Minutemen History and alsoon our website in link #11, Cruise Books 1966-89. This
documentation proves that NMCB 62 did successfully conduct that military training at Camp
Lejeune prior to deployments 1 and 2. Captain Chuck Fegley has provided a copy of the Gulfport
Daily Herald which states that NMCB 62 did NOT train at Camp Lejeune prior to our 3rd
Vietnam deployment. Years later the authorities at Camp Lejeune discovered serious
contaminated drinking water problems which has and is causing an increased rate of death from
specific cancers and other chronic diseases to civilian workers, Marines and other service
members who trained at Camp Lejeune. Tragically, some of our NMCB 62 Minutemen have
now become sick from drinking that water when they were training at Camp Lejeune all those
years ago. Others have died.

For those wishing to file or refile a claim for the Camp Lejeune contaminated drinking water
problems they must get a copy of their service record to prove that they were members of NMCB
62 and took the pre-deployment training. Then they need to contact an attorney who specializes
in VA claims. To facilitate that process I offer the following attachments:

Attachment 1. Headquarters Marine Corps letter dated Aug 25, 2014 regarding this problem and
a "Camp Lejeune Health Studies" document.

4 pages.

Attachment 2. How to get a copy of your service record. 1 page.

Attachment 3. Two advertisements regarding legal representation for VA claims. 2 pages.

Also attached are six pages containing fifteen edited emails from myself and alumni members of
NMCB 62 and two members of the Seabee Museum, Pt. Hueneme with regard to the Camp
Lejeune water problems, indicating the need to get a copy of the Navy Service Record and the
necessity to engage the services of an attorney to successfully win their VA claim. Gina
Nichols' email of September 26, 2019 explained it very well. [I've edited it for space. Here it is
below.

See also in the Camp Lejeune Problems and Correspondence document, (which is attached) the
paragraph written by Gina Nichols of the Pt. Hueneme Seabee Museum dated Thurs, Sep 26,
2019. It deals with the claim documentation required and she says, in part, that written
statements from other witnesses (your Seabees brothers) are accepted too. (It is attached to this
email) I'm sure if the claimant had photos from the training at Camp Lejeune that would also be
helpful.



The following nine ( 15) emails are conversations between Norm Hahn, Secretary, NMCB 62 Alumni
Group, Gina Nichols & Amber DelaCruz, Naval History and Heritage Command, Chuck Fegley,
Captain, CEC, Retired, Roman Hnatowski, EAC Retired, NMCB 62, Richard “Chico” Ruiz, PNC,
Retired and Raymond “Rocky” Ruiz, PN2, NMCB 62. These emails are edited.

From: Nichols, Gina L CIV USN USNSM (USA)

To: Norm Hahn

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019, 09:56:30 AM CST

Subject: RE: [Non-DoD Source] Fw: Pre Deployment training at Camp Lejeune our 1st and 2nd
Deployment OP Orders and Seabees possibly getting an entry in their service record

Here it is: https://drive.google.com/open?id=13ullali3aiKXVVygPuxBoA5vPtMciG5Ki
Let me know if you have any issues with access. V/r, Gina Nichols, MA, CA, MLIS.

Head, Collections Department/Supervisory Archivist, U.S. Navy Seabee Museum, Naval History and
Heritage Command, Office: (805) 982-6497.

From: SeabeeMuseumArchive To: normhahnjr@yahoo.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019, 02:18:48 PM CST

Subject: RE: [Non-DoD Source] Fw: Pre Deployment training at Camp Lejeune our 1st and 2nd
Deployment OP Orders and Seabees possibly getting an entry in their service record.

Mr. Hahn,  1didn’t find a mention of Camp Lejeune in the Operation Orders, but I did find three separate
articles that cover MCB62’s time there. One of them is a very descriptive FamilyGram, which is signed by
the CO. I’ve attached all of them to this email.

v/r, Amber D. DelaCruz, MLIS, Archivist, U.S. Navy Seabee Museum, Naval Heritage and History
Command, Office: 805-982-6191.

(2 attachments) MCB62news_1967LeJeune MCB62_1967LeJeune

From: Norm Hahn

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2019 11:57 AM

To: Nichols, Gina L CIV USN USNSM (USA)

Subject: Re: [Non-DoD Source] Fw: Pre Deployment training at Camp Lejeune our 1st and 2nd
Deployment OP Orders and Seabees possibly getting an entry in their service record.

Hi Gina,

| didn't get any reports from you as yet. Are you going to wait until you can email them all? Thanks,
Norm. NMCB 62 Alumni Group secretary.

On Tuesday, November 5, 2019, 08:38:24 AM CST, Nichols, Gina L CIVV USN USNSM (USA) wrote:

Hi Norm,

Tom finished scanning the monthly reports but the rest will need to wait until the classifiers have left at the
end of next week. I’ll send the reports to you later today.

v/r, Gina Nichols, MA, CA, MLIS, Head, Collections Department/Supervisory Archivist, U.S. Navy
Seabee Museum, Naval History and Heritage Command, Office: (805) 982-6497.




From: Norm Hahn. Sent: Monday, November 04, 2019 8:16 PM

To: Nichols, Gina L CIV USN USNSM (USA)

Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Fw: Pre Deployment training at Camp Lejeune our 1st and 2nd Deployment
OP Orders and Seabees possibly getting an entry in their service record

Hi Gina, No one has come back with any comments about the string of emails (below) regarding OP Orders
for the NMCB 62 pre-second deployment training at Camp Lejeune. I'll take that to mean they all approve
of what we have done so far. Good.

That leaves only the OP Orders for the training at Camp Lejeune prior to the 2nd deployment remaining to
be located and scanned so we can publish them. If you have any photos or newspaper articles that would
be wonderful. NMCB 62's 2nd deployment was Jan 68 to Oct 68, deploying to Danang, RVN. I've also
attached two documents relating to the Camp Lejeune medical problems.

Do you have any timeline on when you will have someone do the research and copying? Please let me
know.

As always, best regards and thanks, Norm.  Norm Hahn, NMCB 62 Alumni Group secretary.

From: Norm Hahn To: Chuck Fegley; Roman Hnatowski; Gina Nichols; Raymond Ruiz; Richard Ruiz;
Bill Hilderbrand. Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019, 05:13:19 PM CDT. Subject: Pre Deployment
training at Camp Lejeune our 1st and 2nd Deployment OP Orders and Seabees possibly getting an entry in
their service record.

Greetings to all, Thank you all for your patience. This is a continuation of our NMCB 62 pre deployment
conversations. I've received an email 10-27-2019, from Captain Fegley saying he reported to NMCB 62
just prior to the 2nd Deployment to Danang and did not participate in the Camp Lejeune pre deployment
military training and does not have that OP Order. He can confirm that the 3rd Deployment pre
deployment military training was NOT at Camp Lejeune. He has provided an article from the Gulfport
Daily Herald dated 2-24-1969 to confirm that. Accordingly, we must regroup and again call on the
resources of Gina Nichols at the History and Heritage Command to do her due diligence to locate the OP
Order and any other paperwork or newspaper article or photos sending NMCB 62 to Camp Lejeune for
their 2nd deployment pre deployment training. That pre deployment training did happen at Lejeune. Now
we need the pre- deployment documentation.

Regarding the individuals "proof" of that Camp Lejeune pre deployment training for the 1st and 2nd
deployment it would be necessary to provide a document from a Command person directing the YN's and
PN's to physically make those entries in each persons service record. | would again ask Gina Nichols to
conduct a search for such a document. In the 50+ years since those deployments, no one can say for sure if
the document exists. Additionally, since to our knowledge, no one who has been on those first two
deployments has provided a copy of his service record showing that documented pre deployment training.
Conversely, no one on those first two deployments has provided a copy of their service record that has no
documented pre deployment training. A conundrum for those who have developed these diseases.

So, for now, we must wait until Gina Nichols and her capable staff does their research. As always, your
comments are welcome and appreciated. Please forward this to anyone who may be of help. Thank you.
Best regards, Norm  NMCB 62 Secretary

From: Chuck Fegley To: Norm Hahn Cc: Roman Hnatowski, Gina Nichols, Raymond Ruiz,
Richard Ruiz, Bill Hilderbrand. Oct 27, 2019 at 10:23 AM
Hi Norm.

As | previously wrote about Camp Lejeune military training, in my short 20 days in Gulfport before
deploying to Danang in January ‘68, the 2nd NMCB62 Vietnam deployment, | didn't participate in and
hadn’t heard anything about military training at Camp Lejeune. My files actually begin in January *68.



However in going through my files now | found this article regarding Military Training before our third
deployment to Dong Ha in ’69. I’m sorry, | have no names.

In summary, the full battalion most likely got military training at Camp Lejeune before the first two
deployments (Phu Bai and Danang) and from then on it was conducted at Keesler/Camp Shelby with only a
150-man detachment going to Camp Lejeune for military training. Later, when | had the battalion, 150-men
detachments went for cold weather, desert or jungle training during homeport.

Sorry I couldn't have been more help. Chuck (Fegley, Captain, CEC, Retired)

(1 attachment) NMCB 62Mil Tng 1969.pdf

From: Roman Hnatowski To: Norm Hahn, Oct 20, 2019 at 4:34 PM

Norm,

Can’t even start to tell you how much all your efforts are appreciated. Even though we still have a ways to
go, with your assistance we are moving by leaps and bounds in helping a number of Vietnam Seabee Vets
who have been denied care and disability compensation due to administrative errors not of their own doing.
Please keep your efforts going strong. I will personally try to get backing from the Navy Seabee Veterans
of America (NSVA); let’s see how committed they are to their own members.  Thanks again and God
Bless! Roman (Hnatowski)

From: Roman Hnatowski

To: Richard Ruiz  Cc: Norm Hahn; Raymond Ruiz,

Sent: Sunday, September 29, 2019, 05:26:15 AM CDT

Subject: Re: [Non-DoD Source] | want to publish your statement about Seabees getting a copy of their
service record

Rich, Thanks, another piece of the puzzle. O Corps is the key and needs to get involved. Disappointed in
the NSVA for being so silent, lots of expertise there to help the troops!

Next time | see Jim Fury (NSVA’s National Commander) I’ll ask what the NSVA’s position is concerning
this issue. Thanks again Chico! V/r, Roman Sent from my iPad

On Sep 29, 2019, at 1:42 AM, Richard Ruiz wrote: We (Rock & I) we’re in the field training the whole 30
days. We had no access to records during those periods. Have no idea who was keeping track of who
qualified on weapons. Maybe the gunner’s mates? Our marine trainers? No temporary duty orders for
Camp Lejeune were processed before departure or after return to my knowledge. What about flight
manifests? That’s about all I can help with. Sent from my iPhone

On Sep 28, 2019, at 8:22 PM, Roman Hnatowski wrote: Norm, You are truly fighting the fight! You are
right a DD 214 wouldn’t show s... from a shingle as far as Camp Lejeune. Some Bees went training

to Camp Lejeune before each deployment. As far as | can determine the time they spent there does not have
to be continuous or concurrent, but cumulative! As long as it totals 30 days, they should be good.

It’s a damn shame that except from Captain Hilderbrand we have virtually no assistance from the Officer
Corps. I believe most of us not only complied with their instructions and orders, and in many cases
exceeded their expectations! What we need is our former COs, XOs, Admin & Training Os joining in
righting a wrong, but that would take guts and be morally correct.

The Marines are known for taking care of their own, unfortunately the Navy and maybe even the CEC are
not. Hope I’m wrong! Norm thanks for fighting even though you have nothing to gain personally, that is
except for the sincere Thanks and Gratitude of your fellow Bees that served years before!

V/r, Roman Sent from my iPad



https://dl-mail.ymail.com/ws/download/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-ziwHqx5hETT3Zj_JizlnOgAM6OUe71blJqBK9sJRSqh3A_dHTwLKGTU7Es7Y5rJN6F676llwJijNHGM9Rx73ng/messages/@.id==AENLUfhL4v1UXbW2bQMomJ7457I/content/parts/@.id==2.2/raw?appid=YMailNorrinLaunch&ymreqid=db84b23e-79e0-295f-1cb5-fa000001b700&token=zitEzqOML3j84e6ealFTT5U7-km5qEQF52lp7AcCuBZATuIuC6JT0hK-aiWRhdiqs9Bzne6yZQcnDNbXfiex24G5ZsGC8cWvSYJz-Ri_3csGYHG5zZROOYeWZBW-NzAx
https://dl-mail.ymail.com/ws/download/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-ziwHqx5hETT3Zj_JizlnOgAM6OUe71blJqBK9sJRSqh3A_dHTwLKGTU7Es7Y5rJN6F676llwJijNHGM9Rx73ng/messages/@.id==AENLUfhL4v1UXbW2bQMomJ7457I/content/parts/@.id==2.2/raw?appid=YMailNorrinLaunch&ymreqid=db84b23e-79e0-295f-1cb5-fa000001b700&token=zitEzqOML3j84e6ealFTT5U7-km5qEQF52lp7AcCuBZATuIuC6JT0hK-aiWRhdiqs9Bzne6yZQcnDNbXfiex24G5ZsGC8cWvSYJz-Ri_3csGYHG5zZROOYeWZBW-NzAx

On Sep 28, 2019, at 5:03 PM, Norm Hahn wrote: Greetings Gentlemen,

As you can see, I'm still working on an explanation of WHY our guy, or any Seabee, needs to get a copy of
their personnel record, DD-214N to document their training, be it Camp Lejeune or any other training for
that matter. Because without that individual documented info they are basically SOL for their illness /
disability claims.

As you can see Gina Nichols from Pt. Hueneme has provided a few excellent paragraphs that | will use to
clarify why individuals must get a copy of their service record in order to be successful with their claims.
And we have a civilian person who can get their service record, for a fee.

What I would like to ask of you two, Ray & Richard are some kind of statement from you both that to the
best of your knowledge the Camp Lejeune military training was entered into each person who was
physically there for that training. Did you both do entries for enlisted and officer or did the YN's do the
officers? If the YN’s did the officers is there a YN you can email to ask if they made those entries in the
officers personnel records? Rocky, you are an alumni group member so you can access the database.

Any assistance you can offer will be very much appreciated by those who are looking for this information.
And any suggestions to make the process go smoother are also appreciated.

You can email this to anyone you feel can help us. Thanks, Norm Norm Hahn  NMCB 62
Alumni Group secretary

Raymond Rocky Ruiz: Sep 28, 2019 at 4:45 PM

To: Norm Hahn, Roman Hnatowski, Richard Ruiz

If anyone can provide some guidance it would be Rich. To my knowledge it was necessary to document
everyone's training with exact dates at each location. It's been way to long since | had anything to do with
personnel records. | don't even have my own record. Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Nichols, Gina L CIVV USN USNSM (USA)

To: Norm Hahn

Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2019, 12:40:23 PM CDT

Subject: RE: [Non-DoD Source] | want to publish your statement about Seabees getting a copy of their
service record

Hi Norm, Here is the edited version:

We received an email from Roman Hnatowski, EAC, (Retired), in August 2019 and sent him the
information he requested concerning the 1966 FEX at Camp Lejeune. For the last several years we have
assisted numerous Seabee vets from various units concerning their time at Camp Lejeune, but the pace is
increasing lately. I’m assuming the word has gotten out as we were inundated this summer with individual
requests. As you point out, the government requires 30 days on the ground and most FEX that | have seen
at Camp Lejeune run about 3 weeks. They need their DD-214s and as much of their service jackets as they
can get if they plan to win their claim. One of the issues is that the National Archives isn’t great on sending
the entire file, but only a few pages, if that. Make sure they request their entire file and, if possible, go to
the National Personnel Records Center in St. Louis to do the research themselves. The National Archives
runners are inundated and won’t always scan everything or put in much effort into finding the files. They
also need their Deployment Completion Reports, cruisebook, and any supporting documentation to verify
their claim. Any written statements from other witnesses are accepted too.

The issue is that there won’t be any information on FEX at Camp Lejeune in any of the reports as the
battalion only wrote monthly reports for deployments, not homeport. For that, we have to dig deeper into
alternate documents and periodicals, etc. We do this as we get requests. Each one is unique and needs to be
researched on a case-by-case basis. We keep digital copies of each request to speed up any similar request
from the same unit/year, but when we get a new one we start from scratch again. We don’t have the
manpower to focus just on this issue but have to spread the wealth to others who need assistance as well.

Have a great day!! V/r, Gina Nichols, MA, CA, MLIS



Head, Collections Department/Supervisory Archivist, U.S. Navy Seabee Museum, Naval History and
Heritage Command, Office: (805) 982-6497

From: Norm Hahn, Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2019 10:21 AM

To: Nichols, Gina L CIV USN USNSM (USA)

Cc: Roman Hnatowski; Raymond Ruiz, Richard Ruiz

Subject: [Non-DoD Source] | want to publish your statement about Seabees getting a copy of their service
record

Hi Gina, Thanks for signing in to the website and providing info for your bio. It is much appreciated.

I want to put some of the info you gave me in your email into some of the NMCB 62 and the Operation
Seabee Knowledge Facebook pages. | might also send it to the "Can Do" magazine and the Seabee
Quarterly newsletter. Also to several of my buddies who maintain their battalions website.

The words you put out to me in your email are very important to the many Seabees who think their DD-
214N is the magic answer to all their health problem claims. Before I do this, | want to send two
paragraphs back to you and give you a opportunity to edit the parts | would like to use. Your email to me,
dated Sep 17, 2019. Here itis:

(Beginning of Gina Nichols email of 17 Sep 2019) Hi Norm,

We received an email from Mr. Hnatowski (perhaps Roman Hnatowski, EAC, Retired) in August (2019)
and sent him the information he requested concerning the 1966 FEX at Camp Lejeune. For the last several
years we have assisted numerous Seabee vets from various units concerning their time at Lejeune but the
pace is increasing lately. I’m assuming the word has gotten out as we were inundated this summer with
individual requests. As you point out, the government requires 30 days on the ground and most FEX that |
have seen at Lejeune run about 3 weeks. They need their DD-214s and entire files if they plan to win their
claim. One of the issues is that NARA (what is the NARA?) isn’t great on sending the entire file but only a
few pages, if that. Make sure they request their entire file and, if possible, go to St. Louis to do the research
themselves. The NARA runners are lazy (maybe not the word “lazy") and won’t always scan everything or
put in much effort into finding the files.

(I took out the middle paragraph of your email to me)

The issue is that there won’t be any information on FEX at Camp Lejeune in any of the reports as they only
write monthly reports for deployments, not homeport. For that, we have to dig deeper into alternate
documents and periodicals, etc. We do this as we get requests. Each one is unique and needs to be
researched on a case-by-case basis. We keep digital copies of each request to speed up any similar request
from the same unit/year but when we get a new one we start from scratch again. We don’t have the
manpower to focus just on this issue but have to spread the wealth to others who need assistance as well.
(Signed) Gina Nichols, MA, CA, MLISH (end of Gina Nichols email of Sep 17, 2019)

Thanks for all your help. Take care, Norm NMCB 62 Alumni Group secretary


https://dl-mail.ymail.com/ws/download/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-ziwHqx5hETT3Zj_JizlnOgAM6OUe71blJqBK9sJRSqh3A_dHTwLKGTU7Es7Y5rJN6F676llwJijNHGM9Rx73ng/messages/@.id==AF60BToZ6ji3Xbi5fwolqMebNbM/content/parts/@.id==2/raw?appid=YMailNorrinLaunch&ymreqid=db84b23e-79e0-295f-1ca0-fe0000019800&token=zitEzqOML3j84e6ealFTT5U7-km5qEQF52lp7AcCuBZATuIuC6JT0hK-aiWRhdiqs9Bzne6yZQcnDNbXfiex24G5ZsGC8cWvSYJz-Ri_3csGYHG5zZROOYeWZBW-NzAx
https://dl-mail.ymail.com/ws/download/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-ziwHqx5hETT3Zj_JizlnOgAM6OUe71blJqBK9sJRSqh3A_dHTwLKGTU7Es7Y5rJN6F676llwJijNHGM9Rx73ng/messages/@.id==AF60BToZ6ji3Xbi5fwolqMebNbM/content/parts/@.id==2/raw?appid=YMailNorrinLaunch&ymreqid=db84b23e-79e0-295f-1ca0-fe0000019800&token=zitEzqOML3j84e6ealFTT5U7-km5qEQF52lp7AcCuBZATuIuC6JT0hK-aiWRhdiqs9Bzne6yZQcnDNbXfiex24G5ZsGC8cWvSYJz-Ri_3csGYHG5zZROOYeWZBW-NzAx
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Thuarsday, December 28, 1967

Advance Party
Leaves Here
For Vietnam

The Battalion’s advance party
to the Republic  of Vietnam
leaves any day now to begin

setting up facilities for MCB 62

in couniry.

The 125 men of the party, led/"

by Lieutenant Commander W. L:
Wood, the Battalion Operations
Qfficer, are flying %o Vietndm
aboard. Air Force C-141 Star-
lifter jets. The trip should take
only about 24 hours.

These men deploy about a
month ahead of the main body
of the Battalion {o make it pos-
sible for MCB 62 to réleve an-
other SEABEE unit’ smoothly
and efﬁclenﬂy w:th little' inter-
ruption of the construction ef-
fort or camp operation.

Essentially, the advance party
has four missions to carry out
in the 30-day period hefore the
arrival of the rest of the RBat-
talion.

First, they anust determine the
condition of all rolling stock and
equipment and make any neces-
sary repairs. Then they inven-
tory all tools and spare parts
and order replacements.

The third task is to check out
all camp maintenance, operation
and administrative functions.

Finally, the men of the ad-
vance, party must familiarize
themselves with all construction
projects including plans, speci-
fications, material lists, inven-
tories and progress.

HELLO WORLD — Richard L. MeClenaghan, BURS, (left) and

- Richard-L Wendt, :BURS; both-of Delta Compary, peer from their ..

fighting hole during the field exercise climaxing three weeks of
training at Camp Lejemne, North Carolina. For more pictures of

training, see page three.

MOBILE CONSTRUCTION BATTALION SIXTY-TWO

Admin Inspection

Grades 62 High

Mobile Construction Battalion 62 has received an over-
all grade of excellent in a two-day administrative Inspec-
tien conducted by the Commander, Construction. Battal-
iong, Atlantic, December 13 and 14.

An 1l-man team headed by Commodore A. C. Perkins
came to the Gulfport CB Center from COMCBLANT head-
quarters in Davisville, Rhode Island to inspect the Bat-

talion.

The purpose of the inspection
was to determine the Battalion’s
readiness for its deployment to
Vietnam scheduled for late Jan-
nary. All Atlantic SEABER
units undergo a similar examin-
ation each year before going
overseas.

The inspection team spent the
first day of ‘their visit touring
the__Battalirn’z._office. spaces,
going over books, examining re-
cords and files and questlomng
the men.

Battalion Completes Training

At Marines' Camp Lejeune

With weeks of instruction cram-
med Into a few days, the SDA-
BEES of Mobile Construction
Battalion 62 finished their mili-
tary training with the Marines at
Camp Jejeune, North Carolina in
early December,

About 530 men from the Bat-
talion went through the three-
week program, which included in-
tensive training in communica-
tions, field medicine, infantry

SEABEE OF THE MONTH — Steven H. Huber, a UTPCN with
Brave Company, receives the first SEABEE of the Month award
from Jee Lumpkin, Senior Vice Commander of Gulfport’s Alfred
Alleman YFW Post, Huber was selected for his esprit de corps,
family life and contribution to his commnnity. His wife Pamela and

A] Woodard, Chairman of the Post’s

hand for the ceremeny.

Selection Committee were on

weapons, field messing, leadership,
mine warfare, bridge building,
counter guerilla warfare and indi-
vidual combat techniques.

Some of the time was spent in
the classroom, but mastly, the
Marines employed their favorite
“learn-it-by-d o i n g-it-yourself”
technique to polish up the fight-
ing skills of the SEABERS.

" For many of the Navy builders
this meant crawling over a good
portion of Camp Lejeune’s 110,000
acres on patrols, fighting their
way. out of simulated ambushes

or blowing up earth, trees and-

chunks of metal with a wide va-
riety of weapons.

The training began for MCB
62 on the Monday before Thanks-
giving with the men dividing inte
groups to attend various special-
ized classes according to their
gldlls and their assignments in
the military organization of the
Battalion.

The four-day Thanksgiving
weeltend provided a welcome
bresk from the work in the field,
but when classes resumed the fol-
lowing Monday, training was un-
usually intensive to make up for
lost time.

The third week of training
brought the Battalion back to-
gether for a final test, a field
exercise in which MCB 82 set up
an encampment in one of Camp
Lejeune’s wooded areas and de-
fended their position from simu-
lated attack.

For three days the SEABEES
ate canned field rations and slept
in sleeping bags under shelter
halves between vigils in the fox
holes. During this period they

were attacked repeatedly by Ma-
rine aggressors and MCE 62 men
who had gone through the See-
ond Marine Division’s Counter
Guerilla Warfare School.
Finally, the field exercise was
over and the men returned to
their barracks for hot food, show-
ers and liberty. On Friday, De-
cember 8, the first of the air-
craft returning the Battalion to
Gulfport took
Carolina,

off from North.

The second day was devoted
primarily to- checking Battalion
personnel, barracks and combat
gear. Individual weapons
inspected to

were
insure that they
were clean and in working
order, and the men’s personal
lockers were examined for neat-
ness and cleanliness,

A 'separate grade was asSigm
-ed for -each-function within the
Battalicn, and by 2 system of
weighted averages, the overall
‘grade of excellent was estab-
lished.

Commander W. J. Richeson,
Commanding Officer of MCE 62,
commenting on the inspection
said, “We must not be satisfied
with thiz level of readiness. All
hands must work together to
earn a pgrade of outstanding in

the administrative evaluation
next year.”
Outstanding, the next mark

above excellent, is the highest
grade possible in the Admini-
gtrative Inspection.

In general though, CDR Rich-
eson indicated that the Battalion
is ready for the up-coming de-
ployment. “I”m convinced we're

in good shape to meet any as-
signed task in Vietnam,” he said.

COULD THAT BE DIRT? - Marine Major B. F. Cole, Tra.mmg
Officer for the 20th Naval Construction Regiment, inspects an en-
trenching teal belonging to Jack L. Moore, Headquarters Company
SKSN, during the Battalion’s annual Administrative Inspection.
MCE 62 received an overall grade of excellent on the inspection

December 13 and 14.

s



Camp Lejeune, North Carolina
Decamber &, 1967

Dear SEABEE Family,

This is the fourteenth Familygram from MCB SIXTY-TWO since our rezonmisgioning
nearly & jear «nd & half ago. T kunow your SEABEE writes home frequently, but
many times he fails te tell you very much abeut what he is doing. These
Familygraus try to £ill in the informatlon zaps between you families and oupr
SEABEES .

We have been at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina for twe weeks. On Wedn=sday,
November 1%, 1967, the first of seven flights left Gulfport Municipal Alrpert,
The last plane tock off from Gulfport on Saturday, Wovember 18. We traveled in
Navy and Marine Corps C«130 Hercules and C-118 (DC-6B) aircraft, and the flying
time was about two -“and-a half hours from Gulfport te the Marine Terps Air Statigg
at Cherry Peintd, North Carotina. This 1z sbout a L0 wminuts bus rid b
Marine Corps Base, Camp Lejeune. Beoth activities are on the North Cavsiins

coast nerthwast of Wilmingtonm.

Our Advance Party to Camp Lejeune had completed their military traininpg with
MCB FIFTY-THREE during the previous three weeks and they were abls to hove the
barracks ready -te receive-each flight of the Main Bedy as it arrived. ‘We aps
quartered in the oth Marine Regiment Area and mess with the 3rd Battalion, Sth
Marine Regiment (3/6). As our host Battalion, 3/6 has alse provided instructors
and worked closely with us in setting up our training program and schedulesg.

As I mentioned in the previous Familygram, the first two weeks have consisted
primarily of -individual cembat training for the majority of our STWAHERER, Weaponsa
Platoen persomnel have received training in the M<60 Machins Gun or 3.5 inch
Hocket Launcher: Ceommissarymen have completed a course in field messing, -
Hospital Corpsmen in field medicine, commnicators in field communications, both
radio and wire,.and so ons It has-been-a-busy twe weeks, '

This final week all of the Battalion gets back together fer a field exercise (FEX},
We made a tactical-march inte the FEX area and set up a bivouae with a Cormand

Post and dug fighting holes, ‘Here for three days and nights we have iived in the
field eating canned rations (C-Rats) and sleeping under shelter halvas. (F@rﬁun;tply
we have had slesping bags, simee Carolina nights are very chilly this time of vazr,)
The FEX wraps up tonight with Marine aggressors probing our defenzes. Tomorrow

we move back to the Main Base Barracks. We held a "Pass-in-Review® %o henor euw

Hest Battalion on Friday, and that afternoen the flights back to Gulfvort start
leaving. 411 of us will be back by Sunday afternoon, December 10,

Weather was a most impoertant imgredient in both our construetien effert and our
gpirit while we were in the Republic of Vietnam (RVN). For this reason, 1 ueually
mentioned the sert of weather we had been having in each of the Familygrame sant
out from RVN. Here at Camp Lejeune, the weather has been generally geod for this
time of year in eastern Nerth Carolina. It gets up inte the 60's during the day
but drops off below freezing at might. During this FEX, with the temperatures st
night down into the 20%s, all of us weuld have been miserable without leng jelmm
and sleeping bags. As it is, hot coffee at first light is most welceme.

Years ago, and te a lesser extent today, certain Navy ships had a reputatioen
threughout the fleet as being "pood feeders." Ay SEABEE will tell yeu that
SEABEE Battalions are alse "good feeders.® As a whele, MCE SIITY-THC returned
freom RVN several tons heavier than it arrived there, which attests ta the quality
of the meals served to our SEABEES, Forunately, mest of this extra weizht went
into the shoulders and arms of the younger men with only a small amgunt settling
at the waists of us older SEABEES, . =~ =~ . :



2.

At Gulfpor:t the CB Center rums & general mess for all hands g thas sash
battalion setbing up its own wess for the relatively short time it is im
homeport, Of ceurse, our commissarymen (C5%g) are assipned &s the CB Center
galley and we also provide Messcooks (helpers) to assist., Bubl the administration
and operation of the galley 1s the CB Center's respengibiliity. Food has besn
consistently gond, but of course, never up to what we can de when we operate

our own galley ae we do in RVN.

Marines don't seem to be as interested in food as SEARERS, wuh the 1/4 ¥arineg
who operate the galley and mess hall where we eat at Camp Lejouns have bhesu
doing a good job. We like to think that it is our Commissuryumern {cooks) whe
are the spark behind this. On Thanksglving Day they all wutdld themselves.
They served an outstanding turkey dimmer with all the trimwings: corn bread
dressing, ziblet gravy, mashed and sweet potatoes, cranberry Smauce, green peas,
assorbed sated greens, and topped off with pumpkin and minced wmeat ples.
Fortunately, Thanksgiving Day was a holiday for us with training suspended
Thursday avd, fer wany, on Friday as well. Many of those SEADYES who live on the
eastern seshond znd were not on watch took advantage of thiz four-cay week-end
te visit their families.

Juegt as sovw @z we pet back te Gulfport we'll undergo our bnmasl Adwministrative
Inspestion. This is conducted by Commander, Comstruction Battalions, Atlantic
{COMCBLANT Y who his heddgquarters at Davisville, Rhode Island apd is eur administrative
boss when we are in howeport. His staff will visit us on Vecswher 19 and 1

and take s Getatled look at all of our administrative and pe i, h
procedures. Also included is a locker and barracks inspection with the 53
lined ap alongs:
are displays
Anrual Admind:
allows COMEBL
+o RV,

&

for inspection -- a so-called "Junkeon-the-bunk® inspection.
rvtive Tabpection, cenducted about a wenih before deployment,
40 be satisfied that each battalisa is fully ready to return

The Combine Federal Cawpaign clesed just before we left Culfport, This anwasl
campaign iz ziwed at reising fands for the organized charitiss and secigl
agencies in the sewmnities in which federal employees work snd live. It cevers
all those zpencies for which the United Fund organlzations rgige funds, tegether
with certain Health and International-Agencies that have widespread recegmition
for the work: they do for-evur fellowman:  In-the-spirit of personal charity,

MCB SIXTY-TWO: retsed:ever $4;000; nearly one third of the total ecentributions at
the CB Cente - Tuifpert - This-is-an-indication that SEABRES have big hearts and
it will make. you prond of -yeur SEABEE knowing that he recognizes the ohligatlen
to help the less fertumates -

Now that the holiday seasom is fast appreaching, I'm certain that many eof you
are curious:about our Holiday leave-schedule. Basically thers will bhe tws leave
periods’ --:frem-December 16 to 27 and from December 27 te January 8, 1964,
About. 50% of the Battalion-ean be -authorized leave ever each of thesw perioeds
and leave requesis have already-been submitted and approved for west of the
SEABEES, This will.give our SEABEES-an opportunity fer a finel wiszit home
befere we lé¢ave for R later om im January.

Every SEABEE inm MCB SIXTY-TWO joins with me in sending our wery hest wishes fer
a most Merry.christmaa and a Happy and Prospercus New Year.

%4, Richsson
Commander, Civil Engineer Corps, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer

P.S, ﬁéékff@f aﬁé$héf;Famingram just}gf%g%;ﬁﬁ%igﬁhase
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GETTING A COPY OF YOUR MILITARY SERVICE RECORD

From: Norm Hahn, NMCB 62 Alumni Group Secretary
E-mail: normhahnjr@yahoo.com

Website: www.nmch62alumni.org

Facebook: NMCB 62

Greetings Seabees, their relatives and all other military folks:

There are many Seabees and military who for whatever reason have
never gotten a copy of their own service record, only a DD-214 when
they were discharged. Then they lost that. Others are trying to locate
service records of relatives or their in-law service members.

The NMCB 62 Alumni Group has located an expert professional
civilian researcher who, for a fee you pay, will do what paperwork is
required, go to whatever place the service records are kept, jump through
all the hoops and get a copy of that person’s service record for them.

We recommend Lori Berdak Miller from the St. Louis, MO area. This
is her website:  www.redbirdresearch.com.

Contact Lori directly. It is not necessary to go through our NMCB 62
Alumni Group. Redbird Research, LLC phone # is 636-448-3275.
Remember to explain to her that you are a Seabee and were in NMCB
62. If you are trying to make a claim of any type, make sure you explain
exactly what info you want her to look for in addition to her normal
services. | am personally confident that Lori will get results for those
who have been unsuccessful trying to file a claim and desperately need
to get a copy of their service record information so their claim will be
successful.

Updated 12-16-2019
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