62 THE BEST: WINS 'E’

"We're the best!"

With this exclamat-
ion Commander John Paul
Jones Jr. beamingly co-
ngratulated MCB 62 on
winning the Atlantic
Fleet Best of Type Bat-
talion Efficiency "E"
for fiscal year 1969.

"Now everyone in the
Navy knows we're the
best SEABEE Battalion
in the Atlantic Fleet,"
CDR Jones told his men
during a Battalion for-

mation August 3. "I've
known it since I took
Command of MCB 62 a
year ago."

Following the Capt-

ain's exuberant remarks
to his men, Lieutenant
Commander Charles E.
Fegley 1III, Executive
Officer, and Master
Chief Constructionman
Melvin A. Bell, Battal-
ion Chief, raised the

Efficiency "E" pennant
to fly next to the MCB
62 flag in front of the
Camp Barnes administr-
ation building.

The bright red ban-
ner with a black circ-
le, known as the meat-
ball, i§ one of the
most coveted symbols of
excellence any Navy
unit can win. It is
awarded each year to
the ships and units
judged best of their
respective types.

A message from Com-
mander Service Force,
U. S. Atlantic Fleet,
notified MCB 62 August
1 of the selection as
top Atlantic Fleet SEA-
BEE unit. MCB 6 was
cited as runner-up. MCB
10 was named in July as

the Pacific Fleet's
best construction Bat-
talion.

Judging for the high-
ly competitive Effic-
iency "E" is based lar-
gely on the operational
performance of the SEA-
BEE Battalions during
their deployments. Ad-
ministrative inspect-
ions, evaluations of
operational commanders,
work completed and Bat-
talion operational rep-
orts are all consid-
ered.

Performance and at-
titude 1in homeport and
stateside administrat-
ive inspections are
also factors in determ-
ining the top Battal-
ion.

Winning the "E" marks

the culmination of a
year of concerted ef-
fort by the officers

and enlisted men of MCB
62. CDR Jones set the
(Cont'd on Page 8)

62 FLIES MEATBALL -- Lieutenant Commander Feg-
ley and Battalion Master Chief Bell raise the
"meatball" pennant to show that 62 has won the
Atlantic Fleet Battle Efficiency "E".

John

RIBBONS AWAY -~ Rear Admiral G. Dillon
(left) and Major General William K. Jones let
the wind take the ends of a ribbon after it
was cut by Colonel Nguyen Am (center) to offi-

cially open the Cam Lo Bridge.

Bridge at Cam Lo
Open for Traffic

The Cam Lo Bridge,
MCB 62's biggest struc-
tural project to date,
was officially opened
for military and civil-
ian traffic during rib-
bon cutting ceremonies
on July 5.

Following speeches by
American and Vietnamese

dignitaries attending
the ceremony, Colonel
Nguyen Am, Quang Tri
Province Chief, cut the
bright yellow ribbon
held by Rear Admiral

John G. Dillon, Comman-
der, Third Naval Const-
ruction Brigade; and
Major General William
K. Jones, Commanding
General of the Third
Marine Division.

With RADM Dillon at
the bridge opening was
Captain Albion W. Walt-
on, Commander, 32nd Na-
val Construction Reg-
iment.

Vietnamese officials
on hand for the cere-
mony included COL Am,
Captain Nguyen Van Rao,
Chief of the Cam Lo
District, Le Van Xang,
Cam Thai Village Chief
and Nguyen Khan, Peop-
le's Representative
from the village of Cam
Thai.

In his remarks before
the assemblage of dig-
nitaries, 62 SEABEES
and the people of Cam
Thai, MAJ GEN Jones
stated that he looked

the Cam Lo Bridge
"a symbol of the
progress that the peop-
le of Vietnam have made
Cont'd on Page 3

on July 1
ment Operator
June 30.

EO3 Ludban

with a highway repair
men received
on Vietnamese

Battalion men attended.
Ludban enlisted
Seaman Recruit in June

1968,
ment in the
death.
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Memorial services were held in Camp Barnes
for Glen C. Ludban,
Third Class

was killed when he stepped on]
and detonated an anti-tank mine while working]

shrapnel wounds in the incident]
National
miles west of the Dong Ha Combat Base.

Lieutenant Richard R.
lain, conducted the early-morning services i
the Camp Barnes Chapel July 1.

in the U.S.

for duty with MCB 62 in September, 1967. With,
the Battalion in Danang, South Vietnam during
Ludban was serving his
combat zone

A native of Garrett,
vived by his parents, Mr.
Ludban, and by a brother, Gary M. Ludban, all
of 910 South Randolph St., Garrett.

Battalion Celebrates Third Birthday;
Order of the Day: Rest and Relax

For the third time
since MCB 62 was. commi-
ssioned in July of 1966
the Battalion has cele-
brated its birthday in
the Republic of Viet-
nam.

On Sunday,
MCB 62 SEABEES
treated to a day off
from work, free beer, a
barbecue-style supper,
athletic events and a
Special Services show
in honor of the Battal-
ion's third anniversary

No reveille was blown
and no early morning

musters were taken as
the SEABEES forgot ab-
out their wusual six-
and-a-half-day-week ro-
utine and slept as late
as they wished.

A brunch was served
from 7:00 in the morn-
ing until 12:30 to per-

July 6,

were

22,
killed

an Equip-
in action|

crew. Two U.S. Arm

Route #9, about 14

Crowe, MCB 62 Chap-

More than 200

Navy as a

of 1967. He reported

second deploy-
at the time of his

Ludban is sur-
Charles J.

Ind.,
and Mrs.

cool off after the ball
game.

Afternoon festivities
continued with a rock

mit the late risers to
have morning chow at
their convenience.

One of the major ev-

ents of the day was a and roll group provided
softball game between by 62's Special Serv-
Battalion officers and ices Office and a bar-
chiefs and enlisted becued chicken dinner
men. The enlisted men complete with all the
won by a score of 18 to trimmings.
12. After the evening
Volleyball, basket- meal Commander Jones
and Battalion Chief,
were a1S6 available for Master Chief Comstruct”
. i elv . Be '
sports enthusiasts. officiated at the trad-
Free beer and soda itional cake cutting
were available through- ceremony.
out the day and Battal- The celebration con-
ion men consumed more tinued into the night
than 80 cases of bever- as some men gathered to
ages during the soft- watch the movie "Bar-
ball game alone. barella" while others

heard Chief Utilities-
man James Cobb and his

As the beer and soda
disappeared, a new use

was discovered for the country-western musical
wagons full of ice and group, the Southern
water in which the dri- Gentlemen, perform at

nks had been kept. Bat- the Acey-Ducey Club.

talion officers and MCB 62 is the name-
chiefs were taken as Sake of the Sixty-Sec-
"prisoners of war" by ond Naval Construction
some SEABEES and uncer- Battalion whose "Min-
emoniously dumped into utemen" gained fame
the cold water. during World War II as

As the victims step- one of the hardiest

ped from- the wagons, groups of that new bre-

they received snappy ed of fighting man, the

salutes from their cap- SEABEE.

tors. MCB 62 was commis-
Several of the off- sioned on December 20,

icers, realizing the 1942 at Davisville,

futility of resistance,

(Cont'd on Page 3)
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Editorial

Education Vital

Attainment of a high-
er and higher level of
education as the neces-
sary goal of young Am-
ericans is not simply a
romantic concept based
on democratic princi-

ples. Hard statistics
compiled by the Depart-
ment of Labor reveal
that, while a high sch-
ool diploma is gener-
ally a minimum require-

ment for a job, some
college is rapidly be-
coming a must.

Educational require-
ments in most jobs are
steadily rising. For
instance, two years of
college is now required
for nurses, bookkeep-
ers, accounting clerks,
policemen, surveyors,
drattsmen and labora-
tory technicians.

Four years of college
are needed for audi-
tors, accountants, in-
dustrial engineer-, di-
eticians and many other
professional jobs.

As industrial 1life
becomes more complex,
educational standards
are forced wup. Today,
five out of eight Amer-
ican workers 18 or old-
er finished high school
One out of five young
workers completed col-
lege.

With this trend in
lhe labor field, it is
important to begin im-
proving your job poten-
tial. See your educa-
tion office today

Education is a vital
necessity.

—AFPS

Letter FromThe Exec

By LCDR C.E. Fegley

Do you have
this Command
grave injustice?
right to request Mast
the
months there have been
Plan of the Day
ures
ruction

1336.1A for

a complaint
or feel that you
Why not

about the Navy or
have been done a

then exercise your

(a personal audience with
Commanding Officer)

Over the past six
several notices in the

concerning request Mast proced-
and referring you to
further
procedures enable every one of you to
audience with your Company Commander,

NMCB SIXTY-TWO Inst-
details. These
obtain an
the Exec-

utive Officer or the Commanding Officer by mere-
ly walking your request up the Chain of Command.

No one in this Command
vilege,

can deny
and your request must be forwarded with-

you this pri-

out delay unless you voluntarily withdraw it.

This-procedure

sistance on problems

has been established and pub-
licized so you can air your complaints,
questions satisfactorily answered
which are
within the MCB-62 organization.

get your
or obtain as-
troubling you
Nine times out

of ten these problems can be resolved to your
satisfaction before they ever leave the Company
level. A few come as high as the Executive Of=

ficer and an occasional one

the Commanding Officer.
If perchance the

goes all the way to

Commanding Officer cannot
provide you with an acceptable

solution to your

problem, he will see to it that you get whatever
outside help you need. If you want legal advice,

you will be given
Navy lawyers.
to the Bureau of Naval
senior authority, the

you like, an

time to talk sat length with
If you wish to take

your problem
Personnel or some other

Commanding Officer will
insure that assistance is provided.
officer of
designated to help you draft a

In fact, if
the Battalion will be
letter in the

proper form for quickest results.
You have the right to write to your Congress-

man at any time:
However,

no one can deny you that right.
I have never seen anyone get a problem

resolved by writing a Congressman that could not

have been better
ough request Mast
letter of this kind,
ward your letter
nel, and from there,
manding Officer. The
Command
For the Command
ation,
Commander and,
ficer as well.
interested parties,

have accused in your letter,
they may have.
have been thoroughly invest-

give any information
sides of the case
igated,

or more quickly resolved
procedures.
your Congressman will for-
to the Bureau of Naval Person-
it will be sent to the Com-
Bureau
to investigate the facts
to get
you will be interviewed
probably,
During these
including

the Captain will forward

thr-
In handling a

will direct the
in your case.
the necessary inform-
by your Company
by the Executive Of-
interviews, all

anyone you may
will be present to
When both

the Command's

findings to the Bureau of Personnel.

Frequently,

these cases are simply the result

of a misunderstanding or an oversight within the

Command, and the
much more easily
Command. You
write to your

should

situation
by bringing it up the Chain of
certainly
Congressman

could be ironed out

free to
a real

feel
if you have

problem, but consider first the two alternatives
and decide "which one will give you the greatest

personal satisfaction.

After all,

your Congres-

sman has a large workload and heavy responsibil-
ities. You may decide that your problem is too
small to be worth taking wup his time before you
have exhausted the other available possibilities
for a satisfactory solution.

Chaplain's Communique

By LT R.R. Crowe, CHC

In this world there are people of assorted
shapes, sizes and natures. Abraham Lincoln is
reported to have said, "God must have loved the
poor people, for he made so many of them." It's
almost certain that God must have loved variety,
for he made many different types of people. What
a dull place the world would be if he hadn't.

Yet, much of the prejudice and bigotry extant

today springs from these very differences. We
have a bad habit of making friends only with
those who are ‘"our kind of people", whatever

that means. We usually knock those who are most
unlike us. We gather in little cliques and clans
2nd put down everyone who is not in our group.

This is something 1like the joke about the
Quaker who said to his wife: "I think the whole
world strange but thee and me -- and sometimes
I wonder about thee." We tend to think that we
are perfect and everyone else 1is a mistake God
made. There was no mistake except in our think-
ing.

Many of us also seem to think that we are
self-made men. We act as though we are respons-
ible for our brain capacity, the health of our
bodies and the color of our eyes, hair or skin.
We strut around belittling others and feeling
superior to them. We despised the Nazi doctrine
of a superior race, yet we secretly believe that
we ourselves are superior.

God made each person as he saw fit and all
were good in his sight. When we look down on
God's creation we are actually finding fault
with God.

This kind of prejudiced thinking is something
like a tall guy looking down his nose at a shor-
ter guy and thinking, "You're dumb to be so
short." It just doesn't make sense. We have no
control over inherited body characteristics like
height, basic intelligence, place of birth or
race.

How stupid it is to boast about something we
have no control over. Whatever we are, whatever
we have, God is responsible. The scripture says,
"For who maketh thee to differ from another?
And what hast thou ‘that thou didst not receive?
Now, if thou didst receive it, why boast as if
thou hadst not received it?" 1 Corinthians 4:7

Many of our human relations problems could be
straightened out if people simply became aware
of certain facts. God made people different be-
cause he wanted a variety of people. No one is
better than anyone else per se. Some people try
harder to better themselves, but even this drive
to be better is somehow given to us. Enjoy all
men and be thankful that God put us all here to
enhance each others happiness.

Love thy neighbor as thyself.
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A View
The Bridge

by CDR J.P. Jones Jr.

In the August 1968
issue of the Seabeacon,
the first issue in wh-
ich I wrote for this
column after assuming
command of NMCB SIXTY—
TWO, I closed the col-
umn with the following

paragraph.

"It is my goal, in
fact it is my respons-—
ibility as your Com-
manding Officer, to
leave no stone unturned
in an effort to bring
this fine Battalion to
an even higher level of
readiness, and all the
way up to the Battle
Efficiency "E". As all
of you know, the tough-
est five per cent of a

job is the last five
per cent. MCB 62 has
come a long way down

the road to perfection
in the first two years
of existence. But the
toughest five per cent

w

CDR Jones

remains to be accomp-
lished. It can be done,
and I promise to do my
part. At the same time,
I charge each and every

one of you to do your
part. With determin-
ation and attention to

detail we can succeed."

= twelve months
later, the goal has
been achieved and the
"Meatball®™, the trad-
itional Battalion Ef-
ficiency "E" Pennant,
flies beside the Bat-
talion flag here in
Camp Barnes.

Now,

I set the goal a year
ago, and charged each
of you to meet the ch-
allenge and be the besrt,

Setting the goal was

easy. The hard part
fell to you, to all of
you from Construction
Recruit to Master Ch-
ief; from Warrant Of-
ficer to Lieutenant

Commander. And you came
through with flying co-
lors. Your persever—
ance, uncomplaining ha-
rd work and tireless
devotion to duty in ho-
meport and in Vietnam
has been a constant in-
spiration to me over
these past twelve mon-
ths. I'm proud of you,
I congratulate you, and
I extend to you a sin-
cere "Well Done". Keep
up the outstanding work
and let's make it two
in a row.
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COOPER COOLS IT -- Lieutenant Commander Robert
A. Cooper, Battalion Supply Officer, takes his

turn

in a wagon filled with ice water during

the Battalion birthday celebration July 6.

SEABEACON Spotlight

Gunnery Sergeant Heads Security;
Searches for Antique French Bell

When Marine Gunnery
Sergeant Charles A.
Schlader, military ad-
visor for MCB 62, depl-
oyed with the Battalion
to Dong Ha, he found
himself in familiar
territory. Immediately

he began a search for
something which he left
behind when he was Med-
evacced out of RVN in
1966 - an 80 pound Fre-
nch church bell.

With 62 since Decem-
ber of 1968, GYSGT Sch-
lader is responsible
for the Battalion's mi-

Breaux-Mides

By Al Breaux

Battalion Green Sox Softhallers
Emerge on Top of Base League

The high-flying MCB
62 Green Sox extended
their unbeaten string
to ten games to capt-
ure first place in the
Dong Ha Combat Base
Softball League.

The SEABEE softball-

ers were two games
ahead of their nearest
rival, Battery F, 26th

Artillery, when the le-
ague was halted. Force
Logistics Support Group
Bravo, the league spon-
sor, changed location,
causing termination of
action.

The first place fin-
ish betters the efforts
of last deployment's
team which ended up in
the second spot in the
tough Camp Tien Sha
Softball League in Dan-
ang.
Torrid hitting by
Denny Bloomingdale and
Gene Gorham and the su-
perb pitching of Whit-

ney Meyers and Bruce
"Doc" Jennings powered
the Green Sox to their
unbeaten season.

After winning the
first two games, MCB 62
made it three in a row
with a = 12-4 triumph
over Bulkfuel. Meyers
survived a shaky first
inning before the big
bats went to work. Jen-

nings slammed a three-
run homer and Gorham
drove in three runs

with a double and sing-
le.

Jennings took over
on the hill and was the
winning pitcher, in a
16-8 decision over 972.

Bloomingdale had a
home run and two sing-
les and Gorham rapped
two triples and a sing-
le to pace 62's 15-hit
attack. Jennings aided
his own cause with a
three-run home run.

Navy Slates Driver Training
To Cut Down Traffic Fatalities

At a time when thou-
sands of Navy men are
fighting in Vietnam,
the largest single ca-
use of Navy deaths re-
mains at home.

During 1968, 500 Na-
vy men were killed in
traffic accidents, com-
pared to 460 Vietnam
combat deaths for that
year. One out of every
four Navy fatalities in
1968 resulted from tra-
ffic accidents.

To combat this ‘prob-
lem, the Chief of Naval
Operations recently es-
tablished a Private
(off duty) Motor Vehic-
le safety Program. As
a part of this program,
all Navy military per-
sonnel will be required
to complete the Nation-
al safety Council's De-
fensive Driving Course.

Since introduced by
the National Safety Co-
uncil in November 1965,

An ex-serviceman has
eight years to complete
his education with the
aid of GI benefits.

For full-time study,
payments are $130 a mo-
nth for 36 months.

the Defensive -Driving
Course has proved very
effective in the driv-
ing safety programs of
several Navy commands
and many other organiz-
ations. The course con-
sists of eight one-hour
classroom sessions, de-
signed to teach the dr-
iver how to anticipate,
recognize and avoid ha-
zardous driving situat-
ions.

The course will be
mandatory for all pers-

onnel now on active du-
ty, and will be added
to the curriculum of

all Navy schools train-
ing officers and enlis-

ted men entering the
service.
The Private (off du-

ty) Motor Vehicle Safe-
ty Program, administer-
ed by the Chief of Nav-
al Material, is the
first Navy program des-
igned solely for the
off-duty driver. It
will be in addition to
existing programs, wh-
ich are primarily int-
ended for men driving
official Navy vehicles
while on duty status.

An eight-run second
inning paved the way
for the SEABEES' 15-2
win over Communicat-
ions. Round trippers by
Bloomingdale and Ron
Battistoni were the big
blows for 62.

Two more home runs by
Bloomingdale and one by
Gorham provided winning
pitcher Meyers with all
the hitting support he
needed as the, Green Sox
grabbed an easy 14-1
triumph over the FLSG
Bravo Officers.

Down 4-0 in the third
frame, 62 put together
a nine-run outburst and
eventually downed Spec-
ial Services 14-10 for
victory number seven.
Gorham's two-run home
run, a three-run double
by Bloomingdale and a
two-run single by Don
Haskins were big hits
in the inning. Bloom-
ingdale finished with
three hits and Haskins,
Gorham, Meyers and Carl
Orfuss added two saf-
eties each.

Victory number eight
came as the SEABEES ed-
ged Maintenance 3-2 be-
hind the strong hurling
of Meyers. Bloom-—
ingdale's two-run homer
evened the score in the
fifth and Meyers won
his own game with a so-
lo shot in the sixth.

Bloomingdale put on
a power display as he
clubbed three home runs
and two triples in five
trips to lead 62 to a
15-4 romp over Bulk-
fuel. Jay Blatchley,
Meyers, Orfuss and Mike
Bertucci had two hits
each and Ken Ulander
slammed his first home
run.

Home runs by Gorham,

Jennings and Jim Swank
led the way to a 13-7
win over 972 for 62's

tenth straight triumph.

Gorham and Bloomingdale

each had three hits.
For the season, Mey-

ers fashioned a 7-0
ledger on the mound and
Jennings won all three
of his decisions. Blo-
omingdale ended the
year with nine home
runs while Gorham and
Jennings clouted three

each.

litary
ization.
In 1966 Schlader was
serving as a platoon
leader with the 2nd
Battalion, Fifth Mar-
ines in Chu Lai and,
later, in Con Thien and
Vandergrift Combat Base
in Northern I Corps.
While on patrol north
of Con Thien to check
on damamge done by mor-
tar rounds, GYSGT Sch-
lader and his men came
across a destroyed br-
ick building containing
a large church bell.
The bell weighed about
80 pounds and was etch-

security organ-

ed with a portrait of
the Madonna. An insc-
ription on the bell

stated that it was cast
in France in 1917.

The bell was placed
on a tank to be brought
back to Dong Ha. As
Schlader and his patrol
were returning to the
base they were attacked
by an enemy ambush of
undetermined size which
opened up on them with
automatic weapons. As a

result, the Gunney and
13 other men were Med-
evacced.

It was later learned
that the tank which had

carried the bell had
hit a mine. The bell
had somehow disap-
' peared.

Now, three years la-
ter, GYSGT Schlader is
back and searching for
the bell, believing it
to be somewhere in the
Dong Ha area.

Schlader has no def-
inite plans for the
bell. He merely wants
to relive a few memor-
ies and assure that the
persons who now have
the bell know its hist-
ory.

The Gunney finds
himself with little
time to devote to his
search. Almost all of
his time is taken up by
his duties as Battalion
military advisor.

Here in Vietnam the

Gunney works with the
Battalion Security Of-
ficer, Lieutenant Jun-

ior Grade H.P. Beasley,
to insure that the men
who stand watches over
Camp Barnes security
sectors are competent
and alert. Much of his
time is spent going ar-
ound to 62's many det-
achments to check their
security situation. He
also acts as a liasion
with all Marine wunits
in the Dong Ha area.

GYSGT Schlader, a
native of Ashland, Pa.
who now makes his home
in Vvista, cCal., began
his Marine career in
April of 1951. After
recruit training at
Parris Island he was
assigned as a rifleman
to the 1lst Marine Div-
ision at Camp Pendlet-
on, Cal. In 1953 he
transferred to the 3rd
Marine Division and was
stationed in Hawaii.

1954 saw the Gunney
acting as an Admiral's
aide and an instructor
to midshipmen at the
Naval Academy in Annap-
olis, Md. His next duty
station was Norxwich,
Conn. where he served
as a recruiter.

Since that time he
has served as an instr-
uctor at the Marine Co-
rps School in Quantico,
Va., with the 3rd Mar-
ines in Okinawa, with
the 9th Marines as part
of the Thailand Exped-
ition and with the 5th
Marines in Vietnam. Be-
fore joining 62 he was
Senior Instructor at
the Marine Corps School
at Camp Pendleton.

In addition to var-
ious service and camp-
aign ribbons and medals
GYSGT Schlader has been
awarded the President-
ial Unit Citation Rib-

bon, the Bronze Star
with Combat "V", the
Vietnamese Cross of

Gallantry with a silver
star and a Purple Heart
with a gold star, den-
oting the second award.

THE FEGLEY FRUG -- Commander
rocks out with Miss Vic-
of the Sugars and Spice entertainment

62's Executive Officer,
ki Weaver

Charles E. Fégley,

group. The group performed for 62 on July 25.
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Best of 12
Battalions;
b2 Gets “E"

(Cont'd from Page 1)

Battle Efficiency "E"
award as a Battalion
goal when he took com-
mand on July 30, 1968.
As the Atlantic Fle-
et's Best of Type Bat-
talion, MCB 62 will fly

the meatball pennant
for one year and will
become eligible to com-
pete for the Peltier

Award of the Society of

American Military Eng-
ineers. This award is
given annually to the

best Mobile Construct-
ion Battalion in the
Navy, selected from the
Best of Type winners in
the Atlantic and Pac-
ific Fleets.

Battalion enlisted

will wear "E" pat-
ches on the right sle-
eves of their blue and
their white Navy unif-
orms.

With the award to MCB
62, the meatball goes
to a Gulfport, Miss.
based Battalion for the
second consecutive ye-
ar. MCB 74 was the top
Atlantic Fleet SEABEE
unit in fiscal 1968.

The five Gulfport
Battalions compete with
seven MCB's based in
Davisville, R. I. for
the Best of Type "E".

Public Speakers’

Seminar Offered

The third Navy Pub-
lic Speaking Seminar is
scheduled for November

men

22 at the Shamrock Ho-
tel in Houston, Texas.
It is open to all
Navy men, officer or
enlisted, on active du-
ty. The seminar will
cover the role of the

Navy speaker in commun-
ity relations.

For information on
enrollment, contact the
Office of Information,

Navy ' Department, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20350.

i s

construct a cofferdam
station. 62's

VIETNAMESE GIVE A DAM —- Vietnamese

Civic Action Team

X 3
workers
at the Cam Vu pumping
enlisted

their aid in the repair of the station.

Ops Officer, Gerdel,
Soon to he New X0

Lieutenant Commander
David H. Gerdel will be

MCB 62's new Executive
Officer starting in
early November when he

relieves Lieutenant Co-
mmander Charles E. Feg-
ley, III.

LCDR Gerdel, who jo-
ined 62 at Camp Barnes
on June 25, is now act-

ing as Battalion Oper-
ations Officer. He is
relieving 62's former

Operations Officer, Li-
eutenant Commander Wil-
liam A. Heine.

LCDR Gerdel's take-
over of the second-in-
command position with
62 sees him making a
giant step from the

CIVIC ACTION TEAM REPAIRS PUMPS
PROVIDES IRRIGATION FOR CAM VU

One of the major projects

completed by 62's

Civic Action Team so far

this deployment is the repair of a water pumping station at Cam Vu, a few
miles north of the Cam Lo Bridge.
Built by the Australians in the early 1960's to provide irrigation for

farmland northeast of Dong Ha,

the pumping station was taken over by en-

emy forces before a canal system was completed. At this same time a large
number of Vietnamese civilians were forced to flee the area which had be-

come a free-fire zone.

Now that the Cam Lo
Valley has been taken
by friendly forces, a
large resettlement pro-
gram has been instit-
uted by the American
military working in co-
njunction with the Vi-
etnamese government.

As the refugees be-

gan moving back into

the Cam Lo area to be-
gin rebuilding their
homes and farms the

completion of the pump-
ing station became of
primary importance. The’
job was given to MCB 7,

the SEABEE Battalion
which formerly occupied
Camp Barnes, who turned
it over to 62 at the
end of 7's deployment.
The project was then
undertaken by 62's

eight-man Civic Action
Team in early April.
Despite continuing
enemy activity in the
Cam Vu area the Team,

Civic Action Team Member
July SEABEE of the Month

Builder Third Class
James E. Thomas, form-
erly of Delta Company
and now a member of MCB
62's Civic Action Team,

has been named as SEA-
BEE of the month for
June.

In a letter from Com-
mander Jones BU3 Thomas

was commended for his
"exemplary qualities of
leadership and technic-
al ability."
CDR Jones
attention to
accomplishments
pairing the firebrick
lining in the Battal-
ion's asphalt plant and
his supervision of a
crew which built 50
light frame structures
with a ten percent sav-
ing of materials. Said
CDR Jones, "These are
examples of your super-
ior technical knowledge
and planning ability."

Mention was also made
of Thomas's military
appearance which is al-
ways of "the highest
quality."

In recognition of his
selection as SEABEE of
the Month, Thomas has
been awarded a Battal-
ion plaque, three days
in-country R&R and a
check for $25.00.

brought
Thomas's
in re-

led by Lieutenant Jun-

ior Grade Eugene A.
Graves Jr. made daily
trips to the pumping
station to make the
necessary repairs. At
the station they found
six 1l4-inch pumps in

repairable condition.

The first job was the

removal of water, sea-
weed and other foreign
matter from the crank-
cases of the 65. horse-
power engines which op-
erate the pumps. The
The engines were strip-
ped, thoroughly cleaned
and rebuilt. Needed
parts were either sal-
vaged from a junk pile
nearby or made in 62's
machine shop.

Besides cleaning the
engines the Civic Act-
ion Team also cleaned
the station's sump
pits, hooked up the fu-
el tanks, installed pr-
essure gages and valves
on the air pumps and
sealed various small
leaks ~ in the pumping
equipment.

The station
sitting on a cliff ov-
erlooking the Cam Lo
River, had been used as
an enemy stronghold.
0ld ammunition and sh-
ell casings as well as
dirt, water, cans and
other trash which had
accumulated since the
enemy occupation had to
be removed.

A new tin roof was
built twice. The first
roof built by the Team
was ripped off during a
storm. Team members
stepped in immediately
after the storm to re-
build the roof.

All metal parts of
the station including
the air and water tanks
and engines were paint-
ed.

The next task was the
removal of approxim-
ately 55 cubic yards of
mud and refuse from the
pump and inlet struct-
ure beneath the water
line at the base of the
cliff. The Team const-

itself,

ructed a cofferdam by
placing bags of harden-
ed cement in front of
the inlet. Vietnamese
divers removed the mud
and refuse by dredging
the area with buckets.

Team members then
built a trash gate from
concrete reinforcing
bar to prevent the wat-
er inlet from clogging
again.

Large breaks in the
semi-completed canal
system were repaired by
the 1lth Army Engineers.

The people of the Cam
Vu area repaired small
breaks and began the
construction of news
canals.

As the repair work

was going on the Civic
Action Team trained two
local Vietnamese men in
the operation of the
pumps .

The Team finished the
pumping station around
the middle of May. The
station is now capable
of supplying 360,000
gallons of water per
hour for thé rice pad-
dies and gardens of the
Cam Vu farmers.

below-freezing tempera-
tures of Antarctica,
Greenland and Alaska to
the sub-tropical heat
of Vietnam.

Before entering the
service LCDR Gerdel, a
native of Deland, Fla.,
spent his summer vac-
ations from college
working in Greenland
and Alaska for the USA
Snow, Ice Permafrost
Research Establishment
of Wilmette, Ill. He
has also served as off-
icer in charge of Byrd
Station, Antarctica.

LCDR Gerdel attended
Duke University in Dur—
ham, N.C. where he maj-
ored in Civil Engineer-
ing. .

One of the main jobs
undertaken by the Res-
earch Establishment was
the testing of military
explosives in Snow.
LCDR Gerdel spent a
total of about 18 mon-
ths in these frigid
regions.

After graduation in
1960 he attended Offic-
er Candidate School in
Newport, R.I. Shortly
thereafter newly
Commissioned Ensign
went to Port Hueneme,
Cal. where he studied
at CEC Officers' School

The U.S. Naval Ord-
nance Plant in York,
Penna. was Gerdel's
first duty station.
There he worked as as-
sistant +to the Public
Works Officer.

The far east was LCDR
Gerdel's next® career
step as he served with
the Military Advisory
and Assistance Group in
Taiwan as an advisor to
the Chinese Navy.

After Taiwan LCDR
Gerdel saw service in
the southern polar reg-
ions with the Antarctic
Support Activity. It
was here that he com-
manded Byrd Station.

Gerdel then traveled

the

to warmer climates to
serve as Public Works
Officer at the Naval

Mine Defense Laboratory
in Panama City, Fla.
His last duty sta-
tion before joining 62
was the south east div-
ision of the Naval Fac-
ilities Engineering Co-
mmand in Charleston.

SANDBAG BLUES -- 62 SEABéESk place sandbags
on the roof of their hut

in preparation for

a storm which struck Camp Barnes in July.



