CHEEEEESE -- Commander
accepts a plaque presented to him by BUC Rob-

ert F.

Richmond (right)
talion chiefs on August 30.

John Paul Jones Jr.

on behalf of the Bat-
62 won the "E" as

Best of Type Atlantic Fleet SEABEE Battalion.

Accidents Claim Lives
0f Two Battalion Men

T™wo MCB 62 men were
kiiled and five others,
including one Marine,
were injured as a res-
ult of two accidents
which occurred in Aug-
ust.

Chief Builder Lawr-
ence W. Glover was kil-
led on August 31 as his
weapons carrier truck
ran over a steep emban-
kment at Bridge 9-4 on
Vietnamese National Ro-
ute #9 about three mi-
les west of the Dong Ha
Combat Base. Equipment

Operator Third Class
Donald F. Horn died on
September 2 at the

106th General Hospital
in Yokohama, Japan fol-
lowing an August 23 ac-
cident at Elliott Com-
bat Base.

Chief Glover, Chief
Petty Officer in charge
of Detail Snapper at
Vandegrift Combat Base,
was returning to the
detail when the crash
causing his death oc-
curred.

The 34-year old chief
is survived by his wi-

fe, DeLois Ann Glover,
two stepsons, Freddie
G. Nails, 16, and Alb-

ert R. Nails, 14,

wo daughters, Ammie,
9, and Claudia, 6, all
of 205 Wilson Blvd.,
Gulfport, Miss.

Typhoon Hits,
Roofs Miss

Typhoon Doris, with
winds estimated at up
to eighty knots, slam-
med into Camp Barnes
Tuesday, September 2,
causing heavy damage to
buildings throughout
the compound.

The men of MCB 62
were forced under shel-
ter by the storm for 14
hours. The wind and
torrential rain began
about 4:00 a.m. and in-
creased to a peak at a-

and

bout 11:00 a.m. The
storm was over by 7:00
p.m.

Major damage resulted
to seven undustrial and
support buildings, 10
living huts and two ot-

(Cont'd on page 7)

Injured in the acci-
dent were Commissaryman
First Class Riley E.
Bush, cook for Detail
Snapper, and an uniden-
tified Marine Lance Co-

rporal.

Bush 1is in serious
condition aboard the
hospital shlp Repose.
The Marine's condition
and location are un-
known.

EO3 Horn, a member of

Detail Barracuda, rece-
ived third degree burns
over 75 per cent of his
body in a gasoline exp-
losion at Elliott Com-
bat Base.

Horn, 19, is survived
by his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Herman J. Horn, a
brother, Robert, 21,
and two sisters, Debra,
14, and Darlene, 8. The
family resides at Box
94 in Barneveld, N.Y.

Burned in the accid-
ent were Steelworker
Third Class Howard J.
Jackson and Chief Con-
struction Mechanic Wil-

liam W. Allison. Equip-
ment Operator Third
Class Charles W. Davis
received flash burns of
the eyes as he fought
the fire following the
explosion.

All three men are in
good condition.
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MARS Operators Move Information
As Hurricane Camille Slams Gulf Coast

As the first reports
of Hurricane Camille's
rampage along the Gulf
Coast reached MCB 62's
Camp Barnes, Battalion
MARS (Military Affilia-
ted Radio System) sta-
tion operators worked
feverishly to provide
communication between
many MCB 62 SEABEES and
their families in the
Gulfport area.

MARS station operat-
ors, Seaman Jerry Bro-
oks and Construction
Electrician Third Class
Ferrel Johns, maint-
ained 24-hour a day op-
erations throughout the
storm and the days the-
reafter. With them
were Electronics Tech-
nician First Class Wil-
liam R. Rayfield, petty
officer in charge, and
Radioman Second Class
W.F. Smith who provided
relief and technical
assistance.

Although most tele-
phone lines in the Gul-
fport area were down,
MARS operators provided

tenuous communications
with the area through-
out the disaster by me-
ans of radio and Auto-
van telephone.

The Autovan hook-up,
a special telephone sy-
stem leased by the gov-
ernment, is primarily
used for high priority
military calls. During
the hurricane the syst-
em's underground lines
were often the only op-
erable communications.

MARS station operat-
ors first heard of the
impending storm in a
news report broadcast
over American Forces
Vietnam Radio. It was
then that they began
their vigil.

Upon learning of the
possibility of a hurri-
cane, Lieutenant Com-
mander Charles E. Feg-
ley,III, Battalion Ex-
ecutive Officer, and
Lieutenant Commander
David H. Gerdel Batta-
lion Operations Offic-
er, contacted the Kees-
ler Air Force Base wea-

ther station, 1located
near Biloxi, Miss., hy
MARS radio. First re-
ports indicated that
the hurricnae had by-
passed 62's Gulf Coast
homeport.

Four hours later,
however, the storm cha-
nged directions and sp-
read devastation throu-
ghout the area.

As word of the act-
ual storm conditions
reached Camp Barnes,
Battalion men began cr-
owding into the small
MARS station to try to
get some word on the
welfare of their fam-
ilies. At this time
normal communications
were practically at a
standstill due to the
storm's effects on tel
ephone lines and radio
antennas.

LCDR Fegley made Aut-
ovan calls to the Oper-

ations Officer at the
Gulfport Constrcution
Battalion Center and

the Officer of the Deck
iCont'd on Page 3)

Unusual Approach to Bridge..
BEES Await Bridge Approach

A bridge is usually
built from one end to
the other, but the SEA-
BEES of MCB 62 are
starting in the middle
to span the Mieu Giang
River'north of the Dong
Ha Combat Base.’

They began work in
July, driving the piles
to support the 530-foot

long steel, concrete
and timber structure.
The first of the cent-

ral sections of the six
span bridge is now go-
ing into place.

The SEABEES are tak-

P ol
DONG HA BRIDGE --

ator manipulates

Crews

An Alfa Company crane oper-
a bucket
Delta Company builders
are rushing to complete

of concrete for
pouring pier . caps.
water level

work before the monsoon season.

ing this unique ap-
proach, putting togeth-
er the middle of the
structure before con-
necting their bridge to
either bank, for two
reasons.

First, there's Viet-
nam's weather. The mon-
soon season begins in
early September bring-
ing heavy rains and
swelling the rivers to
flood level. This means
all work at water level
must be completed bef-
ore the rains begin.

Then there's MCB 62's

heavy workload. A top
priority road improve-
ment project on Viet-
namese National Route
#9 has almost all of
the Battalion's road

building and earth mov-
ing equipment tied up.
Consequently, the appr-
oaches to the bridge,
which will require more
than 120,000 cubic ya-
rds of fill dirt, have
not yet been built.

Driving the piles for
the five piers that
will support the 60-ton
capacity spans is a ma-
jor part of the work at
water level. A pile
driving crane mounted
on a barge pounds the
12 wide-flanged steel
beams that make up each
pier intc the solid
rock bed of the river.

When the piles are in
place each cluster is
capped with a five-foot
thick slab of reinfor-

ced concrete. Builders
put together wooden fo-
rms which are sunk un-
til their tops are just
above the surface of
the river. Divers sec-
ure these to the piles
and put the bottems on
the forms.

After Battalion ste-
elworkers fabricate a
network of reinforcing
bar inside each form,
mobile mixing trucks
are backed onto a barge
and the concrete is po-
ured. About 150 tons of
concrete go into each
pier cap.

As each cap is comp-
leted, prefabricated
steel components are
bolted to it, and the
bridge trestles begin
to take shape. The tre-
stles are joined by the
huge steel beams that
will support the timber
roadway of the bridge.

All of the bridge
piers are slated for
completion by the end
of August,

(Cont'd on page 8)
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A Letter From The Exec

by LCDR C.E. Fegley

A couple of months ago the Battalion launched
its annual drive for contributions to the Navy
Relief Society. At that time you heard the Navy
Relief Society called "the relief agency of the
Navy community," and you were told that it de-
sires and stands ready to assist financially all
Navy and Marine personnel and their dependents
who find themselves in need of help. These slog-
ans no doubt meant little or nothing to you when
you heard them read from the Plan of the Day,
again and again during the drive. You probably
never thought that you might someday need the
assistance of the Navy Relief Society.

But inside of a brief 12-hour period on 17 and
18 August, many SEABEES in the Gulfport area
were placed in a position of serious financial
distress as Hurricane Camile heaped its fury
upon our homes and those of our shipmates. Many
homes were totally destroyed, seriously flooded
or damaged. It was a matter of time before in-
surance claims could be filed and payments rec-
eived, allotment checks were not due for another
two weeks and in some cases it would be quite
some time until money orders or checks that were
in the mail would catch up with dependents. Cars
were damaged and needed repairs. Dependents
were stranded on base with no place to go. The
only clothing some had was what they had on
their backs.

The most comforting words we heard here in
Vietnam, beside the reports that families were
safe, were those of Chaplain Robinson of NMCB 74

who brought news from home that within 48 hours
of the disaster our local Navy Relief Society
was in operation helping those in need. A Spec-

ial Navy Relief Society Team had been flown in
from NAS Pensacola with $40,000 and had wired
Navy Relief Society Headquarters, in Washington,
D.C., for more. Outright grants of at least
$250 were being given to anyone who had an im-
mediate need. Few questions were asked and red
tape was cut to a bare minimum.

Chaplain Robinson told
of a young newly-wed,
married only a few days
when her SEABEE husband
deployed with one of NMCB
74's first flights. She
spent the night of the
storm in the shelter and
apparently lost every-
thing at home. She ap-
proached Navy Relief Soc-
iety for assistance and
was asked if "two-fifty"
would be enough to give
her a new start. Hesit- £&
atingly, she said she
thought so. Noticing her
dismay, the Navy Reliefh
Society volunteer advised
her "Well, if that is not enough, come back when
it's gone and we'll give you more." You can im-
agine her astonishment when the check turned out
to be for $250 instead of the $2.50 she thought
the Navy Relief worker had meant.

LCDR Fegley

Navy Relief volunteers were also on the scene
soon after the storm distributing clothing from
Pensacola and helping in many other ways.

This is what is meant by the expression, "The
Navy Relief Society takes care of its own" and
why you were told repeatedly during the fund

drive that this is "your charity organization."
Even in a tight financial situation not the re-
sult of a natural disaster, the Navy Relief Soc-

iety stands ready to give those in financial
need outright grants or non-interest bearing
loans.

Assistance from Navy Relief Society is based
on two basic considerations:

1. There must be an established Navy or Mar-
ine Corps status, or sponsorship of an actual
dependent, and

2. There must be a real need.

U 1

The response of NMCB 62's SEABEES to the Nav§
Relief Society's annual drive this year was out-
standing. A total of $1,812.30 was- collected in
Vietnam and our wives collected a commendable
$240 which pushed the total contribution to the
Gulfport Branch of the Pensacola Auxiliary Navy
Relief Society to $2,052.30.

1
From April 1968 until March 1969 NMCB 62 per-

sonnel received a total of $],907.40 worth of
non-interest loans and $373.25 in outright
grants. So you can see your Navy Relief Society

is there when you or your family need them most,
and it is your own society for your own benefit.
In a natural disaster, a storm knows no rate
structure. Anyone can end up in serious finan-
cial distress.

On behalf of the men and officers of NMCB 62,
I salute those who give freely of their time,
the volunteers of the Navy Relief Society. They
were there in time of need.

1"“9 1% ﬁéﬁﬁNG!

Call home via MARS

A View From The Bridge

by CDR J.P. Jones Jr.

Saluting, or more specifically the cheerful
and correct rendering of the hand salute, has
long been an act in which I take personal pride.
When I return your salute I am recognizing you
with respect. When I greet my seniors with a sa-

lute I am recognizing them with the same res-
bect. This mutual acknowledgement, and mutual
respect, 1is at the very foundation of the rela-

tionship between juniors and seniors in all of
the Armed Services. The salute is the military
man's traditional way of indicating this respect
It is not a gesture of subserviance.

Recently, an excellent Armed Forces Press Ser-
vice editorial on the subject of saluting came
to my attention. I have had it printed below and
I recommend it for your consideration.

From pre-Roman times wuntil our most retent
moon landing the salute has been a part of the
military man.

It is a matter of pride among servicemen, from
general to private, to salute willingly, prompt-
ly and proudly, as most recently displayed
Col. Edwin Aldrin Jr. when he and Neal A.
rong were contacted by President Nixon
their stay on the moon.

Since World War II (when saluting was mis-
guidedly de-emphasized in some areas), the good
soldier has stood out among his associates by
his smart correct, and cheerful salute. When he
salutes or receives a salute he marks himself as
a serviceman with pride in himself and his uni-
form.

As a serviceman he recognizes that the salute
is a priviledge enjoyed only by military men,
and is a mutual acknowledgement of comradeshipin
the profession of arms.

The specific origin of saluting is lost in
antiquity. For centuries, however, men at arms
have rendered fraternal and respectful greetings
to indicate friendliness. In early times armed
men raised their weapons or shifted them to
their left hand (while raising the empty hand)
to give proof of amiable intentions. During the
Middle Ages, knights in armor, on encountering
friendly knights raised their helmet visors in
recognition.

Like the original hand salute and doffing of
the cap, the discharge of weapons, presentation
of arms, and lowering of the point of the sword
were all intended to signify good will. In every
case, the one so saluting momentarily rendered
himself incapable of using his weapon offensive-

ly. The descendents of these wearlier gestures
are the modern sword salute, present arms and
gun salutes.

Salute with pride and bring credit to your-

self and your service.

(AFPS)
I XRTY = T W
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Chaplain's

N Communique

Crowe, ChC

years ago a
underwent surg-
the removal of
a tumor. The operation
was long, and after-
wards the patient hung
between life and death.
Later he confided to
me: "I asked the doctor
for my wife - I wanted
to see her for the last
time. I had had it and
couldn't hang on any
longer. When my wife
came in she spoke only
comforting and encour-
aging words, and the
will to live came back.
I decided I could go
on."

By LT R.R.
A few

friend

ery for

Chaplain Crowe

This man's 1life was
saved because his wife
never spoke a discour-

aging word.
ious and
our words
love.

Life is sometimes ve-
ry fragile. It can be
crushed 1like a tender
flower by cruel and th-
oughtless words. Life
can also blossom out
into something beaut-
iful when awakened by
words of kindness and
encouragement.

How prec-
powerful are
to those we

The power of speech
is awesome. With it
crowds can be inflamed
to hysteria. Parents

can brow beat the chil-
dren into ineptness and
docility with continual
"bad mouthing'". Others
have been inspired to
greatness by encourag-
ing words from parents,
wives, or leaders.

David, the psalmist
cried, "Set a watch, O
Lord, before my mouth;
keep (guard) the door
of my lips.'" (Psalm 141
:3) David realized the
destructive power of
his mouth and wisely
asked for divine help.

It would be well if
we considered this pra-
yer - especially if we
have wounded those we
love with careless and
thoughtless words that
always seem to flyout
Often we despise our-
selves for having said
what we have said. Som-
etimes we even try to
justify ourselves for
the cruel cutting. This
serves only to make th-
ose around us more mis-
erable. Then that mis-
ery settles around us
and we lose happiness
too.

Let our words be ac-
ceptable. Let them bu-
ild up others, rather
than tear them down.
Speech is the most mar-
velous gift the creat-
or has given us. May we
use it to create joy
and happiness.
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Navy Ships
Belongings

With the end of the
deployment fast approa-
ching us and orders be-
ginning to come in, it
is time to start making
plans for the transfers
which will be taking
place. The bulk of the
planning will have to
be done by the service
member and his family.

However, the Navy is

set up to offer assis-
tence in helping its
people make a move ,

provided certain eligi-
bility requirements are
met. the following is
a list of eligibility
requirements for moving
household effects:

1 1. Be E-5 and above
or E-4 with over four
years service.

2. Be under
on a permanent
of station.

3. Be undergoing a
change of homeport or
home yard.

4. Be ordered to du-
ty under instruction
for a period of 20 we-
eks or longer.

Weight allowance for
moving of household ef-
fects is determined by
pay grades.

Household effects may
be shipped from old to
new duty station.

Storage of household
goods is also authoriz-
ed. Weight allowances
may be stored up to 90
days as a result of PCS
orders. An additional

90 days may be request-
ed in writing.

orders
change

Trailer allowance is
also made on PCS orders
in lieu of household
goods shipment. The el-
igibility requirements
are the same. Payment
for moving a trailerlis
made at the rate of 74¢
a mile if moved by a
commercial mover and
11¢ a mile if moved by
the owner.

If you will be tran-
sferring under PCS ord-
ers when you return to

homeport, contact the
household effects off-
ice upon arrival in
Gulfport. They will

take care of your move.

ROOFING IT -- MCB 62 men work in

the rain and

wind to repair the roof of the Camp Barnes
laundry. The laundry was one of many build-
ings partially destroyed as Typhoon Doris

swept by the SEABEE camp.

Robertson

On Board;

First SEABEE Duty

Lieutenant Commander
William E. Robertson
Jr. joined MCB 62 Aug-
ust 12 for his first
tour of duty with a
SEABEE Battalion.

The former line of-
ficer is temporarily
acting as Battalion

Training Officer, but
he is scheduled to rel-
ieve Lieutenant Comman-
der David E. Gerdel as
Operations Officer in
early November. LCDR
Gerdel will take over
as Executive Officer
from Lieutenant Comman-

der Charles E. Fegley,
who leaves to head a
nuclear activity at

Fort Belvoir, Va,

Hurricane Camile batters Gulf Coast Vicinity
SEABEES Aid in Search, Rescue Operations

(Cont'd from Page 1)
at the 20th Naval Con-
Struction Regiment. Fr-
om them he learned that
many MCB 62 dependents
had taken refuge from
the storm at CBC.

He also learned of
the steps being taken
by the Navy to
both military depend-
ents and civilian pers-
onnel.

In Gulfport, prepar-
ations for the storm
began earnestly on Aug-
ust 16 as CBC officials
implemented disaster

help-

control plans and est-
ablished a command com-
munications center.

On Sunday, August 17,
the speed and direction
of Hurricane Camille
had changed and Gulf-
port was almost direct-
ly in its path. By
10:30 that morning,
gate sentries at CBC
were instructed to dir-
ect all individuals
seeking refuge to shel-
ters on the base.

As the storm's sev-
erity increased, Navy
and Marine Corps vehic-
les continued to oper-—

Equipment
July’s Top

Equipment Operator
Second Class Thomas J.
Liesfield, Alfa Company
heavy equipment dispat-
cher, has been named as
62's SEABEE of the Mon-
th for July.

As heavy equipment
dispatcher, Liesfield
must keep records on
and control the assign-
ment of 204 bulldozers,
graders and other pi-
eces of heavy construcT

tion equipment.
During a brief cere-

Dispatcher
SEABEE

mony on August 15 Lies-
field was presented
with a letter of com-
mendation by Commander
Jones which stated
"Through your initiat-
ive and devotion to
duty (you have) demon-
strated the highest
qualities of leadership
and technical ability
expected of a second
class petty officer."

Liesfield, who en-
listed in the Navy und-
er the Directly Procur-
ed Petty Officer Pr-
gram in 1968, was fur-
ther c¢ommended for his
rapid ajustment to mil-
itary methods. The
letter went on to state
"Because of your con-
cientious attitude to-
ward your job you qui-
ckly aquired a better
than average knowledge
of operating procedures
of the SEABEES..."

As SEABEE of the
Month winner Liesfield
received three days in-
country R&R, a check
for $25.00 and a Bat-
talion plaque.

Runners up in the
contest received a 24
hour in-camp liberty
and a Battalion plaque.
They were: Utilitiesman
Second Class Claude A.
Mercer, Builder Second
Class Floyd McKamey,
Builder First Class Pr-
entice W. Walker and
Steward Second Class
Willie L. Hawkins.

—
Military decorations

for heroism can affect

retirement pay by 75%.

ate in the community,
picking up all refugees

Shortly after the
first intense effects
of the storm were felt,
all Civil Defense tele-
phone lines became in-
operative. For the dur-
ation of the storm and
well into the next day
the Navy provided the
primary, and often on-
ly, communications be-
tween local Civil Def-
ense and other units.

As the eye of the
hurricane passed over
the area at about 12:30
on the morning of the
18th, Marine amphibious
track vehicles were
dispatched to pick up
additional survivors.
The Amtracs continued
their search throughout
the second phase of the
storm.

Despite constant at-
tempts by MARS station
operators, there was no
telephone communication
traffic other than Aut-
ovan calls into Gulf-
port for about five
days after the storm.

Two days after the
storm, however, Red
Cross messages and MA-
RS-grams, telegrams se-
nt through the MARS sy-
stem, began coming from
Gulfport. Through these
sources the Battalion
received the unconfirm-
ed word that almost all
MCB 62 dependents were
accounted for and safe.

As a few telephone
lines in the Gulfport
area became operable
all calls from Battal-

ion men to their famil-
ies were designated as
highest priority.

MCB 62 sent the names
and addresses of all
Battalion dependents in
the area to Gulfport.
Officials there tried
to check each one and
send back word on the
safety of the families.

The Camp Barnes MARS
station has continued
to allow MCB 62 men to
contact their families
as more telephone lines
around Gulfport become

operational.

All Battalion men
shave now received word
on the condition of
their families, none of
whom received serious
injury during the

storm.

As Operations Offic-
er, LCDR Robertson will
be directly responsible
for all MCB 62 constr-
uction projects. He
will coordinate the
work of all Battalion
line companies, assign
the 730 enlisted men to
the various Jjobs and
keep track of the pro-
gress at all work sites

A native of Austin,
Texas, LCDR Robertson
gained his first exper-
ience in construction
work during summer vac-
ations from the Univer-
sity of Texas at Aust-
in, from which he was
graduated in 1959 with
a degree in Architect-
ural Engineering.

After college he was
employed as dn estimat-
or with the W.D. Ander-
son Construction Comp-
any in Austin and with
the Robert E. McKee Co-
nstruction Company in
Santa Fe, N.M.

With three
construction
hind him, LCDR Robert-
son entered Officer
Candidate School in
April of 1962. Two mo-
nths later he was com-
missioned a line ensign
in the Navy Reserve.

After one month ab-
oard the electronics
communications ship Vi-
gil and six months in
communications training
at the Naval Air Sta-
tion in Glynco, Ga., he
was assigned to the USS
Interceptor as Commun-
ications Officer.

Having served for two
years aboard the inter-
ceptor, LCDR Robertson
returned to Santa Fe
for a year on active
reserve status. During
this time he was empl-
oyed by the Brennard
Construction Company.

Returning to active
duty in August of 1966,
he transferred to the
Civil Engineering Corps
After attending CEC Of-
ficers School in Port
Hueneme, Cal., Robert-
son was assigned to the
Public Works Center at
Pearl Harbor as a Staff
Civil Engineer.

LCDR Robertson's last
duty station before jo-

years of
work be-

ining 62 was the Naval
Air Station at Pearl
Harbor where he served

as Public Works Officer
and Staff Civil Engin-
eer. Under this post he
was a command represen-
tative of the Fourteen-
th Naval District Har-
bor Facilities Commit-

tee.

1 COULON'T FIND ANY REGULATION
AGAINST 1T !
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SEABEE BUILDERS BECOME HIGHWAYMEN

A few weeks ago Viet-
namese National Route
#9 from Bridge 912 to
Vandegrift Combat Base
(VCB) was a narrow, ro-
ugh dirt road almost
unpassable 1in places
Today it is a modern
asphalt highway thanks
to MCB 62's Detail Bar-
racuda.
The eight-mile stre-

of road has been
widened and
the last part

tch
upgraded,
paved as

of 62's lines of Com-
munication (LOC) pro-
ject. Its improvement
has been the most comp-
lex portion of the ent-
ire 35 miles of LOC
road work.

The rugged mountain-
ous terrain between Br-
idge 912 and VCB has
made the work on this
section of the highway
unusually difficult.
Almost every type of
road building equipment

COPELAND COPES WITH CULVERTS -- Battallon sa-
fety Chief L.W. Copeland (in flak jacket) in-
spects a Charlie Company culvert crew.

to the SEA-
been used to
fill, stra-
level the

available
BEES has
blast, cut,
ighten and
new highway.

Made up of about 140
men, Detail Barracuda
has been at work on the
top priority project
for more than six weeks
During this time, their
working day has been
from sun-up to sun-down
even on Sundays when
most SEABEES take an
afternoon off.

Men of the detail
have been living in te-
nts at the Jjob site.
About 40 SEABEES headed
by Chief Equipment Op-
erator Joe Hirtle camp-
ed at the eastern end
of the project, Bridge
912. The remainder set
up their temporary ho-
mes with the project
officer, Lieutenant
Ronald Bates, at Elli-
ott Combat Base, about
midway along the road.

While the project was
in full swing, a drive
from the bridge at one
end to VCB at the other

was like a 1lesson in
highway construction.
All kinds of road work

were going on simultan-
eously at various pla-
ces along the eight-
mile stretch.
At one place,
ling crew was

a dril-
at work

Charlie Company’s Culvert Crews
Race Alfa’s EO’s Along Highway

There are a number of
men from 62's Charlie
Company who are casting
a wary eye toward the
skies as they install
drainage culverts along
Route #9.

The monsoon season
with its torrential ra-
ins will soon come to
northern I Corps, slow-
ing the project to a
virtual crawl.

Many of the rain-
fall's devastating ef-
fects will be lessened
along the highway, how-
ever, thanks to the
culverts being instal-
led by the Charlie Com-
pany men who are work-
ing with Detail Barrac-
uda on 62's massive
Route #9 improvement
project.

Ranging from an ini-
tial crew size of 12 to
as many as 40 men, the
culvert builders are
primarily involved with
the extension of old,
French-built box cul-
verts. The drainage
systems often have to
be extended as much as
30 feet as the road,
formerly about 18 feet
wide, 1is widened to at
least 33 feet.

Some of the smaller
culverts are extended
with corrugated metal
pipe, but most of the
larger cement box cul-
verts are lengthened by
building concrete walls

about 18 inches thick,
15 feet high and 30
feet long.

Over a span of about
one month the crews po-
ured between 300 and
400 cubic yards of con-
crete for culvert walls

Working under the
direction of Builder
Chief Frank Vollono and
Builder First Class
Prentice W. Walker, the
culvert crews set up
housekeeping at Elliott
Combat Base and began
their Route #9 project
on July 7. The crews
were broken into smal-
ler units of from five

to seven men each and
set to work on areas
most critical to the
project schedule of
Alfa Company equipment
operators. This coor-
dination of effort en-
ables the builders to

stay ahead of the road
widening and upgrading
operations.

In order to finish
the culverts in time to
allow the equipment op-
erators to go  ahead
with their work uninte-
rrupted, the builders
must follow a tight
schedule. They receive
no weekends off and of-
ten have to work in
rain, heavy winds and
other inclement weather
that would bring other
road operations to a
halt.

One way in which the
crews speed up their
end of the Jjob is by
using pre-cast tops for
their culverts. Rather
than pour concrete tops
which must set for at
least four days before
road work can go on ov-
er them, the builders
use tops made by other
Charlie Company men in
the Camp Barnes pre-
cast yard. The roadwork
can begin as soon as

the tops are in place.

In addition to buil-
ding the culverts, the
Charlie Company crews
take part in protect-
ing them. Each morning
two of the builders
travel with a Marine
sweep team which sear-
ches the road and the
work sites for mines
and booby traps.

It is the job of the
two crew members to po-
int out to the Marines
all areas where the
builders will be work-
ing that day. They also
inform the rest of the
crew members which
eas are secure
which should not be
tered.

In addition to the
culvert construction,
the Charlie Company men
have had one other im-
portant job. Working
with members of the co-

mpany's steelworking
platoon, they rebuilt
bridge 913, located
slightly west of El-

liott Combat Base.

The 60-foot-long,
single span, steel and
timber bridge was open
to traffic only two
weeks after the start

.of construction.

The builders are pri-
marily involved with
culverts, however, and
are now working on the
ones between Elliott
and Vandegrift Combat
Bases.

The work 1is going
smoothly and the men
have only one real pro-
blem --staying ahead of
those speedy equipment

__operators.

boring holes where the

Battalion's dynami te
specialists, assigned
to Detail Barratuda,

would planht
blast away a mountain-
side, making way for
the roadbed.

A little farther al-
ong, a major fill oper-
ation was underway.
Trucks and scrapers we-
re dumping tons of dirt

charges to

to raise the 1level of
the road more than 25
feet above a marshy,

hollow area.
As each load of fill
was dumped, graders sp-

read the dirt evenly
and bulldozers towing
spiked drums called

sheepsfoot rollers went
back and forth over the

area to compact the
soil.
Elsewhere, dozers and

scrapers were busy sha-
ving off a hillside to
widen the road. The

Dedicaticon
To Ludban

A section of Viet-
namese National Route
#9 has been dedicated
to MCB 62's first co-
mbat fatality this
deployment, Equipment

Operator Third Class,
Glenn C. Ludban, by
his former crew's
members.

EO3 Ludban was kil-
led on June 30 as he
stepped on and deton-
ated an anti-tank
mine on the shoulder
of a section of road
where he was working.

A short dedication

ceremony attended by
about 15 members of
Ludban's former crew
was held on July 22.
A marker was placed
on the 1location of
his death naming the
section of Route #9

from Gia Creek to El-
liott Combat Base the
Glenn Ludban Memorial
Highway.

dirt
cut was
be used

removed from this
hauled off to
as fill mater-

al.

Nearby a crew of bu-
ilders, also part of
Detail Barracuda, were
constructing a huge
concrete drainage cul-
vert beneath the road.
Another building crew
was puttlng together

prefabricated steel se-
ctions for smaller cul-
verts.

Not far away a fill
boss stood beside a ne-
arly completed section
of road giving hand
signals to the driver
of a huge scraper bar-
reling around a curve
to lay a final load of
fill evenly. The fill
boss's signals told tne
driver what gear to use
to bring the load in at
the required speed and
indicated exactly where
the dirt was to be dum-
ped.

Another crew was st-
anding by to spread
truckloads of rock over
the final fill. After
being compacted by he-
avy rollers, the rock
would form the base for
the asphalt highway.

In some sections of
the project, the asph-
alting was already und-

erway. First, a thin
layer of liquid asphalt
was sprayed over the
roadway. Then, about 24
hours later, the final
paving mixture of hot
asphalt and rock would

be put down.
All along the route,

engineering aides were
at work to make sure
the road measured up to
specifications.

They ran soil tests,
checking the ability of
the roadbed to carry
the weight of the traf-
fic expected. They also
measured the moisture
content to ensure that
the dirt could be com-
pacted properly.

In addition,
gineering aids kept
track of grade levels
all along the highway,
and they carefully wat-
ched the crown (the
slight elevation at the

the en-

center of the road ne-
eded for drainage) as
the final roadbed took
shape.

In Detail Barracuda's
two camps, construction
mechanics, headed by
Chief Construction Me-
chanic W. W. Allison,

struggled to keep all
of the equipment in top
operating condition.

At Bridge 912 minor
repairs were made, new
blades were put on
scrapers and tires were
changed; all in a muddy

CRANE FOR CULVERTS--A crane operator digs aw-
ay an area where a culvert is to be extended.
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sloping area on the
side of a hill. At the
camp at Elliott Combat
Base more extensive re-
pairs were handled.

With all of these
different operations
going on at once, care-
ful coordination and a
great deal of teamwork
were essential

The coordination was
the responsibility of
LT Bates, Chief Hirtle
and the assistant pro-
ject officer, Senior
Chief Equipment Opera-
tor Jarvis O. Wood.
They planned each day's
work in advance and to-
ured the eight miles of
road almost constantly
to see that the men and

™ TR

e ey -

BURN,

equipment were employed
as efficiently as pos-
sible.

A chief petty officer
oversaw each major as-
pect of the work. For
example, Chief Equip-
ment Operator R. L.
Furne was responsible
for most of the earth-
moving operations while

Chief Equipment Opera-
tor J.M. Jacobs was in
charge of the rocking
crews.

The SEABEES who han-
dled the culvert con-
struction and did some
bridge work were headed
by Chief Builder Frank
Vollono.

The teamwork involved
was not so easily char-

BABY, BURN-- A Marine tank driver burns

brush to clear a road shoulder along Rt #9.

ted, but it was just as
vital to the completion
of the project. Men who
were temporarily idle
on their own part of
the job voluntarily mo-
ved to another section
to help out with the
work there. Operators
doubled up to keep the
job from falling behind
when equipment broke
down.

It was not unusual to
see one of the hospital
corpsmen
Detail Barracuda driv-
ing a scraper or a bul-
ldozer to give the reg-
ular operator a short
break. A cook could
sometimes be found in
his spare moments as-
sisting a mechanic.

Completion of the
project also required
teamwork between Detail
Barracuda and a detach-
ment of MCB 53 SEABEES
deployed to Vinh Dai.
The men of 53 supplied
the rock needed for the
road and handled the
actual paving.

Under the direction
of Lieutenant Bates,
53's asphalting crews
put down the final sur-
face. They --began as
soon as Detail Barracu-
da could prepare a sec-
tion of the road long
enough to make a day's
work for the paving ma-
chine.

With the paving fin-
ished the men of Detail
Barracuda have a little
yet to do. The shoul-
ders of . the road are
now being rocked and
leveled. Cuts' are be-

assigned to

s
FILL 'ER

UP -- An

equipment
his scraper with dirt to be used as fill mat-
erial along the highway.

operator loads

ing smoothed into gent-
ly sloping banks.
Finally the SEABEES
will dress up their
project by plan'ting gr-
ass seed along the si-
des of the highway and
spreading fertilizer.
When the men of De-
tail Barracuda _disband
and go on to other MCB-
62 projects, they will
leave behind a 24-foot-
wide, two-lane highway
capable of handling the
heaviest combat traffic

at speeds up to 50
miles an hour.
Statistics help to

show what has been ac-.
complished, although
the numbers are often

Rt No. 9 Explosive Specialists
But Job Involves Much Blasting Off

If Equipment Operat-
ors First Class Gary L.
Henzen and Herbert D.
Bass say they are hav-
ing a blast, they prob-
ably don't mean that
they are enjoying them-
selves.

They are MCB 62's dy-
namite specialists, and
blasting is their job.

The two men, spec-
ially trained at a civ-

ilian-operated blasting
school in Rochester,
have their hands full

during 62's current de-
ployment. They have set
off more than three
tons of dynamite since
the Battalion arrived
in Dong Ha five months
ago.

The biggest part of
their work has been on
Vietnamese National Ro-

uee #9 where 62 is up-
grading, widening and
paving an eight-mile

stretch of highway used
daily by Marine supply

convoys.

Near Bridge 912, ab-
out 14 miles east of
Dong Ha, Henzen and

Bass have used dynamite
to cut away a mountain-
side, making a shelf
for the roadbed. Else-
where on the Route #9
project they have been
called on to break up
rocks too large for the
scrapers and bulldozers
to move.
Although the dynamite__

does its work in a fra-
ction of a second, many
days or even weeks are
needed to plan and set
up a blast.

First, Henzen and
Bass must examine their
blasting site and read
the rock. That is,
they must figure the
contours of the forma-
tion and decide how the
rock is likely to break
apart.

With this informa-
tion, they plan the bl-
ast, or shot as they
call it.

They determine the
spacing of their charg-
es, the depths of the
holes in which the dyn-
amite will be placed
and the type fuze to be
used. These are all
important factors in
controlling the blast
to shape the cut ' cor-
rectly. .

The most difficult
and time consuming part
of the entire operation
is drilling the holes
for the charges. Henzen
and Bass and their crew
use a pneumatic drill
to bore 15 to 30 feet
into the rock..

Finally, the charges
are placed in the ho-
les, the fuzes are set
and wired to be ignited
electrically, and the
shot is ready.

Under ideal condit-
ions, blasting can be a

fairly routine aspect
of the construction op-
eration. But on the
highway #9 project ter-
rain and unusual rock
formations served to
complicate the process.

At Bridge 912 where
most of the blasting
took place two bulldoz-
ers, a drill and the
compressor that drive
it were lifted by heli-
copter to the top of an
85-foot-high cliff. The

dozers cleared the area
so that the drill could
do its work.

Once the holes were
bored, the equipment
was airlifted out of
the area until after
the first blast. Then,
back to the top to pre-
pare for the next shot.

EOl Henzen described

explosions that
were prepared in this
way as disappointing.
He said seams of soft
dirt hidden between
layers of rock dissip-
ated the force of the
blasts causing the sh-
ots to have very little
effect.

A Marine demolition
team assisted the SEA-
BEES in setting up a
few of the explosions,
but they were able to
get no better results.

the

"After a couple of tr-
ies, the Marines gave
up," Henzen said.

No Astros,

Finally, attempts to
set the charges from
the top of the ledge
were abandoned, and
Henzen and Bass began
drilling into the side
of the «cliff near the
level of the roadbed.

Henzen explained that
this technique was used
as a last resort bec-
ause it allowed the bl-
asters very little con-
trol over the shape of
the cut.

In spite of the prob-
lems, though, the high-
way has now been comp-
leted. At Bridge 912
the road glides smooth-
ly past the craggy face
of a sheer rock cliff
as it winds its way ac-
ross northern I Corps.
There is little trace
of the tons of rock so
recently blocking its
path.

The Marines that dr-
ive the convoys are, of

course, glad to have
the new highway. It
cuts hours from the dr-
iming time on their
supply routes.

But EOl Henzen and
EOl Bass share the fee-
lings of most of the

rest of the SEABEES who
worked on the Route #9
project. They're just
glad to be through with
that blasted road.

BUY THE MINUTEMAN f
ORDER AT PUBLIC AFFAIRS

so large as to be mean-
ingless. More than
200,000 cubic yards of
fill material was used
to bring the road to
its finished grade, and

350,000 cubic vyards of
landscape was removed
in the cutting and le-
veling.

About 25,000 cubic

yards of rock was requ-
ired for the eight mile
stretch of road and al-
most that much asphalt
used.

The best measures of
what has been done,
though, will be in the
finished product.

The banked curves and
easy slopes of Route #9
will attest to the pro-
fessionalism that went
into the construction.

The tons of supplies
that make their way
down the road each day
will point to the im-
portance of the job.

But there is some-
thing else that only
the SEABEES of Detail
Barracuda will ever
appreciate -- the sweat
that built the highway

Rt No.9 Details
Roughing It

Time consuming oper-—

ations such as road
sweeps and the movement
of men and equipment

make commuting between

Camp Barnes and work
sites along Route #9
unfeasible. Therefore,
SEABEES on Details
Snapper and Barracuda
must live near their
work.

Approximately 90 mem-—
bers of Detail Barrac-
uda have set up camp at
Elliott Combat Base,
and 50 others stay at
Bridge 912. The 18 to
24 men who make up Det-
ail Snapper live at
Vandegrift Combat Base.

The men on these de-
tails have found living
conditions in the "boo-
ndocks" quite different
from those in Camp Bar-
nes. The men 1live in
tents or underground
bunkers rather than the
familiar South-East As-
ia huts or "hootches"
of the base camp. Mess
halls and showers are

(Cont'd on next page)
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R
FILL OPERATION -= Detall Barracuda euulpment operators bring a sectlon

of Route #9

up to the proper level as Charlie Company builders erect

forms for a concrete box culvert near Bridge 912.

SEABEES Join Marines at Elliott
To Aid in Road Sweeping Operations

A four mile hike be-
fore breakfast is said
to be very healthful.
However, the Marines
and SEABEES at Elliott
Combat Base don't nec-
essarily agree. It is
their job to sweep al-
most four miles of Ro-
ute #9 between Elliott
and Bridge 912 for
mines, booby traps and
ambushes each morning.

The Marines are mem-
bers of "A" Company of
the 1lth Marine Engin-
eers. The SEABEES are
MCB 62 men who walk the
road with the Marines
to point out places
where Battalion men
will be working and in-
progress construction
which may be booby
trapped.

From 20 to 30 Mar-
ines make up the major
part of the sweep team.
Of these, about 18 pro-
vide point (forward),
flank (side) and rear
security.

Three two-man teams
perform the actual swe-
ep. One man on each
team operates the det-
ection gear as his par-
tner probes for hidden
demolition.

A sergeant in charge,
a Hospital Corpsman, a
radioman and, often, a
Marine sentry dog and
his handler comprise
the rest of the team.

A five-ton truck fol-

lows behind to carry
the men back to the
starting point after

the sweep. Many times
tanks and other heavy
armored vehicles come
along to provide great-
er fire support.

Engineering Aide Con-
structionman Danny Ha-
wes 1is one of the SEA-
BEES who walks the
route with the Marine
group each morning. It
is his job to point out
new working areas which
must be swept. Certain
places off the road
such as those where
equipment operators
pick up fill dirt with
their scrapers are also
checked.

At the end of each
hike Hawes reports tc

the Operatlons Officer
on all mines and traps
found.

Presently, two men
from the First Platoon
of 62's Charlie Company
also travel with the
team. The men, who are
assigned the mission on
a rotation basis, are
taking the place of Bu-
ilder Third Class Frank
Ryncarz who previously
worked with the sweep-
ers. The Charlie Comp-
any men are responsible
for making sure that
the sites where the co-
mpany is building cul-
verts are swept.

Each morning the swe-
ep team and SEABEES cl-
amber aboard a truck
which takes them to the

main gate of Elliott
Combat Base. There the
Marines don the head-

sets of their detection
devices. They assemble
the main component of
their detectors, a long

collapsible pole with a
flat metal plate at-
tached.

As the gate guards
remove the road bar-
riers, the téam forms
into three columns, one
in the middle of the
road and one
road shoulder. At a
signal from the serg-
eant the columns move
out, each man keeping
well away from the men
around him.

Moving slowly as they
sweep the detectors
back and forth before
them, the Marines try
to cover every inch of
roadway and shoulder.
If they Jdetect some-
thing the spot is mark-

on

ed. The next man in
line then probes the
ground with a bayonet

to discover what caused
the reading on the det-
ector.

The team has discov-

ered relatively little
enemy activity along
the route lately. Since
mid-July, however, the
sweep teams have dis-
covered two Claymore
anti-personnel mines,

two 60-pound anti-tank

mines and several gren-_

each,

ades, dud mortars and
artillery rounds.

Any demolition found
is destroyed by the Ma-
rines with C-4 plastic
explosive.

Although
mile walk
is more
constitutional
three SEABEES,
a much more healthful
place to work for 62's
other BEES on Route #9.

the four-
each morning
than a mere
for the
it means

The primary mission
of the SEABEES is con-
struction support for
American forces, but
not many Navy builders
work as closely with
the infantry troops as
the men of MCB 62's De-
tail Snapper.

Since early April
these men have 1lived
and worked side by side
with Marines of the Fo-
urth Regimental Landing
Team at Vandegrift Co-
mbat Base, probably the

most remote military
compound in northern I
Corps.

Varying in size from
18 to 24 men, Detail
Snapper has undertaken
a variety of projects,
but the biggest job has
been to keep Vietnamese
National Route #9 open
to supply convoys. The
highway is the only
land route into the
combat base.

Most of the work on
highway #9 has involved
repairing drainage cul-
verts destroyed by en-
emy snappers. , The men
have replaced more than
800 feet of culvert
‘during their stay at
Vandegrift

At one time, the SEA-
BEES rebuilt five culv-
erts between Vandegrift
and Elliott Combat Base
some four miles away.
Only a week after they
were completed, two of
the new ducts were bl-
own up and Detail Snap-
per was again called on
to replace them.

On the same four-mile
stretch of highway, the
detail has put decking
on three bridges. They
have also added hand
rails and made other
improvements on the
spans.

This portion of the
highway has been, until
recently, unpaved, and
it was part of Detail
Snapper's job to help
get the road ready for
asphalting. To do this,
the SEABEES hauled fill
dirt to widen the road-
way in spots and they
graded and compacted
the surface.

Another group of MCB
62 men, Detail Barra-
cuda, has now widened
Route #9 and paved it
Wwith a heavy-duty asph-
halt surface. Its comp-
letion cuts the travel
time for supply convoys
to Vandegrift and re-
duces the maintenance
needed on the road as
well.

Still, Detail Snapper
has plenty of work to
do, for in addition to
maintaining the road,
the SEABEES are respon-
sible for other const-
ruction at both Vande-
grift and Elliott Com-
bat Bases.

Right now,
working on concrete
pads for heavy artil-
lery weapons at the two
bases. They are also
building ten 30-foot-
high observation towers
for security forces.

(Cont'd on next page)

they are

Men of Details Snapper and Barracuda
Adjust to Living Conditions Along Rt No. 9

(Cont'd from page 5)
often improvisational,
and available free-time
activities sometimes
leave something to be
desired.

Detail Snapper at
Vandegrift, farthest of
the detachments from
Dong Ha, 1is an almost
completely self-cont-
ained camp in minia-
ture.

Underground bunkers,
a chow hall, showers
and independent water
and electrical systems
allow the detachment to
function with 1little
outside help. The men
even have their own
washing machine, a rare
luxury in Vietnam.

Supplies are brought
to the camp as they are
needed and, whenever
possible, a mail run is
made daily.

‘Detail Snapper's chow
hall serves a number of
purposes. In addition
to a dining area, the
chow hall doubles as a
club, game room, lib-
rary and social center.

Card playing and
horseshoes are the main
after-hours diversions,
and much time is spent

watching the Marine
tanks and helicopters
which frequent Vande-
grift.

1

There are two prom-
inent characteristics
of Elliott Combat Base.
One of these is a tow-
ering jumble of earth
and rocks which has
given the base its

nickname, "the rock-
pile". The other char-
acteristic is the roar
of large artillery pie-
ces firing throughout
the day and night.

At Elliott the men of
Detail Barracuda have
set up housekeeping
amid the incessant no-
ise in large, squad-
sized tents. A nmess
hall and shower are
shared with Marines st-
ationed at Elliott.
Some SEABEES prefer to
bathe with the aid of a
water spraying truck,
disdaining the crowded
showers.

Daily runs are made
from Elliott to 62's
Camp Barnes for mail,
supplies, parts, laund-
ry and security rep-
orts.

After
SEABEES

working hours,
at Elliott are
left to their own dev-
ices. They are able tp
purchase beer and soda,
and movies are made av-
ailable whenever pos-
?ible.

In addition to their
regular jobs the men of
Detail Barracuda also
lend helping hands to
the Marines. SEABEE
equipment, manpower and
know-how are given rea-
dily to the combat
troops.

One device especially
appreciated by the Mar-

ines is an 'automatic
sand bag filler" act-
ually a SEABEE ditch

digging machine.

ut
The remainder of the_ slack.

men on Detail Barracuda
are living near Bridge
912.

Although this camp
site is the nearest to
Dong Ha, living condit-
ions are the least com-
fortable.

The camp consists of
a number of dust cover-
ed tents clustered ar-
ound Route #9 before
the approach to Bridge
912. Here, as at Elli-
ott, SEABEES and Mar-
ines live side by side
in the midst of dust,
traffic and noise.

A Battalion commis-
saryman labors under
the adverse conditions
to produce two hot and
nourishing meals each
day, but a third meal
consists of C rations.

Showers are no prob-
lem. There aren't any.
There is plenty of run-
ning water, however --
the Gia Khe Creek runs
beneath Bridge 912.
Here the men wash off
the day's accumulation
of dirt and grime.

After hours activit-
ies are much the same
as those of the other
detachments.

the rather
rigorous conditions of
detachment 1life, the
men don't do much com-
plaining. The prevail-
ing attitude seems to
be that it is all part
of their job.

Despite

Some even like det-
achment life. As one
SEABEE put it, "You get

a little more
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HOW SWEET IT IS
ute candy
ital.
sundries packages.

-- Bravo Company men distrib-
to children at the Delta Med hosp-
The SEABEES collected the sweets from

Hospitalized Children at Delta Med
“Treated’’ hy Big Hearted SEABEES

The hospitalized chi-
ldren at "Delta Med",
the in-patient «clinic
operated by Delta Com-
pany of the Third Mar-
ine Division's Third
Medical Battalion at
Dong Ha Combat Base,
have little to be happy
about. The smallest ki-
ndness can light up th-
eir faces to communi-
cate emotions that pen-
etrate any language ba-
rrier.

Three SEABEES from
Mobile Construction Ba-
ttalion 62 learned this
first hand the evening
of August 25. They pre-
sented to the 66 child-
re in the wards that

Typhoon Rips Camp,

Jobs Suffer Setback

(Cont'd from Page 1)
her small structures.
More than 60 buildings
sustained minor damage.

Two MCB 62 men were in-
jured slightly.

While 62's SEABEES
were locked in against
the wind, many of them
watched as, piece by

piece, the sheet metal
roofs of the camp's bu-
ildings were lifted and
carried away by the
wind.

The Battalion's Bravo
Company, 1in charge of
camp maintenance, and
details from Delta Com-
pany began reroofing
the buildings and rep-
airing power lines be-

fore the rain stopped.
Almost all damages to
the camp were repaired

by noon the next day.
While the rest of the
Battalion weathered the
storm in camp, two of
62's senior officers
and an enlisted man
fought to save a crane
mounted on a barge at
the Dong Ha Bridge con-
struction site. Comman-
der John P. Jones Jr.,
Commanding Officer, and
Lieutenant Commander
David H. Gerdel, Opera-
tions Officer, and Bu-
ilder Third Class Ron-
ald M. Battistoni risk-
ed their lives swimming
in the swift current to
rescue the barge after
it broke from its moor-

Mr. SEABEE?
Can Do Did

When Michelle Scott,
wife of Constructionman
James W. Scott of MCB
62, bought a horse si-
red by CAN DO, it seem-
ed natural to name him
MR, SEABEE.

Mrs. Scott trains and
shows the horse to oc-
cupy her time while her
husband is in Vietnam.

CN Scott, however,
has a few doubts about
his wife's new hobby.

He just doesn't see
what he and his wife
will do with a horse
when he returns to the
Battalion's homeport in
Gulfport.

wWell, a horse is
more economical than a

car, and they certainly
wouldn't bar a MR. SEA-
BEE. from CBC.

ings in the strong wind

After their initial
efforts, a detail from
62's Master-at-Arms fo-

rce and a detail from
Delta Company secured
it further. No perma-
nent damage was rep-
orted.

At the road const-
ruction site of 62's
Detail Barracuda, on

Vietnamese National Ro-
ute #9, the storm caus-
ed a rock slide which
covered the highway en-
tirely and stopped tra-
ffic for hours. Much of
the rock had to be bla-
ay.

sted away. Enough was
removed by 10:00 AM the

next day to allow int-
ermittent use of the
road.

Just west of Elliott
Combat Base at the site
of a bridge also under
construction by Detail
Barracuda, the storm
washed away a temporary
river crossing beside
the bridge. This nec-
essitated efforts to
make the bridge pass-
able immediately.

As Typhoon Doris mov-
ed away from Camp Bar-

Two Ships In
Simultaneous
Reenlistment

How many SEABEES can
claim service with five
mobile construction ba-
ttalions? MCB 62's Sen-
ior Chief Equipment Op-
erator Jarvis O. Wood
can. With almost thir-
teen years of active
Naval service behind
him the 38-year-old ve-
teran began on August
26 his third and last
reenlistment before re-
tirement.

In contrast, on the
same day a 20-year-old
former Reservist fleet
sailor, MCB 62's Dispe-
rsing Clerk Third Class
Raymond P. MacDonald
shipped over for his
first six year reenlis-
tment.

A native of Apex, N.

C., EOCS Wood has ser-
ved with MCB 7, MCB 4,
MCB 133, MCB 121, and
now begins his third

month with MCB 62.

A native of Danville,
N.Y., DK3 Raymond P.
MacDonald joined the
Navy Reserve in March
of 1967. His first duty
station was the destr-
oyer Ault.

DK3 MacDonald joined

' sageway

day two large boxes of
candy they had collect-
ed from "sundry pack-
ages."

The three Construct-
ion Electricians, mem-
bers of 62's Bravo Com-
pany, are First Class
Robert E. O'Loane, Th-
ird Class Rupert M. Sc-
haroun, and Construc-
tionman John F. Clin-
ton. They were accom-
panied by Chief Con-
struction Electrician
Robert R. Ward of the
Battalion's Civic Ac-
tion Team.

Soliciting the assis-
tance of Civic Action
Officer Lieutenant Jun-
ior Grade Eugene A. Gr-
aves, the group made
arrangements to visit
the hospital after wor-
king hours. They clear-

ed their plans through
the "Delta Med" Comman-
der and also through
62's Officer of the
Day. Transportation
was provided hy 62's

Bravo Company.

The bumpy ride from
Camp Barnes to "Delta
Med" lasted about 10
minutes. They passed
through the main gate
and entered the court-
yard of the hospital.
Following the sidewalk
bordered by flowerbeds
they approached the ho-
spital's clearing sta-
tion.

Immediately,
heads popped up from
behind corners, curious
to know what was in the
two cardboard boxes the
SEABEES carried.

Following the direct-
ions of a hospital cor-
psman, the three men
proceeded down the pas-
toward the wa-
rds. At the sight of
the first candy bar the
children were overcome
with joy, and the SEA-
BEES were overcome with
children.

As the men moved from
ward to ward the ecsta-
tic children followed
them. Some followed on
crutches. There was one

little

ted by all.

The candy
vanished

into 1little
mouths or disappeared
under pillows to be
consumed later.

As visiting hours
came to an end the SEA-

BEES said their "good-
byes" and promised to
come again. They left
"Delta Med" knowing
that they had given
candy that melts in

your heart, not in your
hand.

Job No Snap
For Snapper

(Cont'd “rom Page §)
Men of the detail are
frequently called on to
construct large under-
ground bunkers for the
Marines.

Living. conditions for
the SEABEES of Detail
Snapper are sometimes
crude. Their tiny camp
at Vandegrift consists
of only three build-
ings, a chow hall, a
shower and a garage.
The men sleep under-
ground in hot, stuffy
bunkers capable of wi-
thstanding enemy rocket
attacks.

The chow hall
center of most activ-
ity. Meals are, of co-
urse, prepared and eat-
en there, but it also
serves as club, card
room and general meet-
ing place.

During their stay at
Vandegrift, the men of
Detail Snapper have en-
larged the plywood str-
ucture and have added a
ceiling. They have re-
puilt the garage and
constructed a dJrease
rack as well.

Horseshoe contests
are the principle rec-
reation although the
the SEABEES often visit
neighboring Marine ca-
mps to watch evening
movies.

In spite of the hard-
ships the of the
detail seem enjoy
their work.

is the

men
to

nes, spreading her des- MCB 62 in January and in a wheelchair. Sever- As one SEABEE put it,
truction into the Demi- was assigned to the al had no clothes. Most "We all work together.
litarized Zone, the men Battalion's Dispersing of them had beaming fa- It's kind of a team
of 62 surveyed the wre- Office. ces, but a few had that thing. Besides," he ad-
ckage and began the pr- As a reenlistment bo- puzzled look. ded, "there's so much
ocess of rebuilding nus DK3 Macdonald rec- Eventually, though, to do the time really
amid the mud. eived $4,833.00. the SEABEES were accep- goes."

OFFICERS' BALLET -- Four Battalion officers show their form and grace ata recent volleyball game.
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LT Nunez
Reports To
Med Dept

Lieutenant William D.
Nunez of the Naval Med-
ical Corps reported ab-
oard MCB 62 on August 4
to assume the duties of
Battalion Medical Off-
icer.

He relieved Lieuten-
ant Carl J. Orfuss who
was assigned to the Na-
vy Dispensary in Wash-
ington, D.C.

As Battalion Medical
Officer LT Nunez is in
charge of the Battalion
Dispensary and is resp-
onsible for maintaining
Battalion Health stand-
ards.

A native of Chatan-
ooga, Tenn. , LT Nunez
enrolled in Georgia In-
stitute of Technology
in Atlanta in June of
1959 to study pre-med
Chemistry. After one
year at Georgia Tech he
transferred to Emory
University in Atlanta
to major in pre-medic-
ine and attended until
June of 1962.

With enrollment in
the University of Tenn-
essee College of Medic-
ine at Memphis he began
medical training. Here
he was a member of Phi
Chi Medical Fraternity.
He was graduated with a
degree in Medicine in
June of 1968.

LT Nunez served his
one-year internship at
Georgia Baptist Hospit-
al in Atlanta. He com-
pleted this service in
June of 1969.

LT Nunez entered the

Naval Reserve Medical
Corps on July 6 of this
year. He attended the
Field Medical Service

School at Camp Lejeune,
N.C. just before join-
ing MCB 62.

NEW VILLAGE HQ-- 62's Civic Action Team pours
a' concrete slab for a new headquarters build-

ing in the village

of Phu Ngang.

The once

enemy-held village is a major area of operat-

ions for team projects.

Bridge at

Dong Ha

Delta’s Latest Job

(Cont'd from page 1)

From then on, the
weather will be unable
to-interfere with the

work. The trestles and
central spans will be
erected and the timber
decking will be put in
place in spite of mon-
soon conditions.

At the same time, the
approaches will be fin-
ished and concrete abu-
tments will be placed.
Then, the final spans
joining the central
sections to the banks
can be erected.

When all six spans
are constructed and the
bridge is open to traf-
fic, it will be one of
the longest highway br-
idges in northern I Co-
rps. It will handle two
lanes of traffic and
will support the heav-
iest combat equipment.

Replacing a makeshift
French-built bridge,

SEABEE Military Advisor,
Schlader, Teaches Marines

Gunnery Sergeant
Charles Schlader, mil-
itary advisor for MCB
?2, conducted classes
in the firing of the
106 mm recoiless rifle
for nine men from the

Stupski Here

Ensign Lawrence J.
Stupski, a Naval Res-
erve line officer, rep-
orted aboard MCB 62
August 20 to assume the
duties of Assistant Ad-
ministrative Officer
for the Battalion. This
is the ensign's first
duty station.

A native of Jackson-
ville, Fla., ENS Stup-
ski was graduated from
Princeton University in
1967 with a degree in
politics. He later at-
tended Yale Law School
at New Haven, Conn.
where he was a member
of Phi Delta Phi, a le-
gal fraternity.

In May of this year
the 24 year old ensign
was graduated from Of-
ficer Candidate School
at Newport, R.I.

11th Marine Engineers
August 19 and 20.

The classes, consis-
ting of a day of instr-
uction and a day of fi-
ring, were given to
familiarize the Marine
Engineers (Marine equi-
Yilents of SEABEES)
with the light qrtill
lery weapon. Although
the 1lth Engineers are
obtaining a 106 for
their defensive lines,
no member of the unit
has had any previous
experience in its oper-
ation.

GYSGT Schlader, a
former Marine instruct-
or at Quantico, Va. and
Camp Pendleton, Cal.,
was assigned to instr-

uct the group by Dong
Ha's base defense org-
anization.

Crews of SEABEES

from 62's Security Com-

pany were trained in
the operation of the
106 by GYSGT Schlader.

They have been firing
the weapon on Camp Bar-
nes' defensive 1lines
for the past two months

the new structure will
provide a direct avenue
to the northernmost re-—

aches of the combat
zone, Currently, tanks
and other heavy vehic-

les must make a detour
of about 18 miles to
the Cam Lo Bridge, com-
pleted by MCB 62 in
early July.

The new bridge will
also provide an import-
ant commercial link for
the Vietnamese people
in the area. It will be
a convenient route for
goods from north of the
river to reach trade
centers in the south.

And as the American
troops and 1local trad-
espeople cross the bri-
dge they will perhaps
notice the sign saying
in both English and Vi-
etnamese, "Built by MCB
6€2."

BEE's Bothered By
Bucket Brigade’s Bell

It was in 1904 that
the Russian Physiolog-
ist Ivan Petrovich Pav-
lov received the Nobel
prize for his experi-
ments in conditioned
reflexes. In his exp-
eriments he taught dogs
to salivate upon hear-
ing a given signal.

The conditioned ref-
lexes of Pavlov's dogs
were nothing compared
to those of the average
man in Vietnam. When he
hears a certain signal,
namely a siren, his im-
mediate response is to
jump headfirst into the
nearest hole.

Because of this, in-
descriminate use of si-
rens is frowned upon in
Vietnam. Even the short
test blasts sounded at
noon in many camps have
been known to cause im-
mediate evacuation of
many chow halls.

This was the problem
encountered by the men
of Alfa Company when
they first received a
shiny, bright red fire
engine from the Third
Naval Construction Bri-
gade.

Since the fire eng-
ine's siren couldn't be
used, some other type
of warning device was
needed. Alfa Company's
firemen put their heads
together and came up
with a solution =-- they
would install a bell on
the fire truck.

The obvious question

which arose was "Where
do we find a bell?"
With determined mien
the hook and ladder
contingent set out to

procure one.
I No possible source of

bells was overlooked.
The Alfa Company men
questioned Navy river-

boat drivers, the Mar-
ines, Army, Air Force,
ARVN's (Army of the Re-
public of Vietnam) and
Vietnamese civilians.
No bell could be found.

Finally the men asked
Chief Construction El-
ectrician Robert B.
Ward, Chief of 62's Ci-
vic Action Team, to
help in their search.
Chief Ward told his
problem to Lieutenant
Junior Grade Eugene A.
Graves, officer in cha-
rge of the Civic Action
Team. LTJG Graves knew
of a Vietnamese shop in
Quang Tri which sold
bells.

Shortly thereafter,
Chief Ward returned to
Alfa Company triumph-
antly bearing a brass
bell about six inches
high. He had bought it
in the Vietnamese shop
for 500 piastres, about
$5.00.

The bell was attached
to the fire truck. A
long string was run fr-
om the bell to the pas-
senger's side of the
truck.

Alfa Company firemen
now have their bell,
but there is still one
slight problem -- there
is no way to keep the
bell quiet when the
fire engine is moving.

As one of the fear-
less firemen observed,
"Now we sound like a
*#%@* ice cream truck.”

Veterans eligible
under two or more Vet-
erans Administration
programs can receive
more than 36 months of
educational assistance.

Contact the Career
Counselor, EOC Meyers,
for additional inform-

ation on
benefits.

post-service

The 1969 edition of the
promises to be even bigger and better than

MINUTEMAN.

and activities of MCB SIXTY-TWO

"Can Do" Battalion.

Photographs and articles will spotlight
the Dong Ha area, Special Services Shows,
and camp life.
MINUTEMAN
of many pleasant memories

recall scenes of
ting events
The 1969

It will be a 176 page pictorial

MCB SIXTY-TWO

and the

MINUTEMAN
the award-winning 1968
record of the projects
men

each company

is sure to be a lasting momento,
in the years to come.

Cruise Book

who make this the

and will
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a source

Pre-publication

orders

for the 1969

edition

of the MCB 62

MINUTEMAN are now being accepted for only $3.00 each, full price.

You can order yours through the
96601

FPO San Francisco,

NAME

Public Affairs Office,

MCB 62,

NUMBER OF BOOKS

ADDRESS

AMOUNT ENCLOSED

No cash please.
Fund.

Make checks payable to the

MCB 62 Recreation



