20 June 2015
From: Ralph Norman, UT2, NMCB 62, third and forth Deployment.
To: Norm Hahn, NMCB 62 Secretary

Apparently John Paul Jones, Jr sent letters home to our families while we were deployed
in Nam. My mother passed away in 2012 and while going through two large plastic
containers of her papers we found four that she saved.

(secretaries note: there is no page 2 received for the 27 Sep 1969 Family gram)
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The last flight of the WHCB SIXTYATWO main body airlift abrivea
in our new home, Camp Barnes, Dong ﬂg, Republic of Vietnhm ldte in
the afternoct on Suaday the 6th of April, AL hends made the trip
safely and with reaschabie eor’orty i spite of ihe fadh that the
journey took them half«imy avound the worid, We ama nei pretity well
settled doun to the Vietnam routine/ and today mavics the begirning
of our second full week of construction effort, ies about that
later in this lefterd

The Battalion camp is‘lﬁc&£6d within a ﬁh¢£ larger Ui Si
Military Installation m‘mgs the Dong Ha Goribdt Dasci Other wnite
within the larger bace incllde U, S. iarines Of the 3rd ilarine
Division, dnd some elemsnts of various U. S. Ay ahd Air Forée units;
Militarily the entire démplek is every bit a# shrong hs ; or stronger
than any other bask in the I Uorps area,

The tamp itself, whiie “eoking in some of the édmforts of home,
is adequate in every respect. Company berthing areas Hrs spread out
around a central administ~:iive area, The berthing spades are
typical South Faci Auia hote, commonly referred to as "hootdhes",

We operate cu» cwa lavmdry and messhall, barber shop, small
retail excharge {:=11ity, and special serviceu storz, In addition,
there is a iine ey « Shall court, and of course thsrs arc eoluls
for all hands. Tiscc are many other featurss of tie czmp which
contribute to maling it a livable home away from hors, bubt I'11
let your SEABRE tell you more about it in his lstters ‘o you,

The weather since our arrival has be-n pretty good, Rain
only once or twice, and the deys have not been too hot yet —-
although they will get hotter, The monsoon, or rairy cragon,
is over, so the weather should be good for us £or s¥asst the entire
deployment,

Your SEABEZ hers really "turned to" this past week, and for
our first week on the jon we managed to get quite a bit accomplished,
Our work currently jneludes the upgrading of two roads in the .
Vietnamese National Highway system. We are working on Route No, 1
south from Dong Ha +o Quang Tri City, and on Route No., 9 west from
Dong Ha, The road crews from ALP4 Company got off to a very good
start, and more than a mile of Route No, 9 was paved during the past
few days, For CHARLIE and DELTA Companies work includes bridge
construction and repair along both highways, and the construction of
various facilities for the ifarines, Army, and Air Force here in Dong
Ha and at smaller outlying basess It is appsrent t6 me that we have
lots of good eonstruction work to tackle, and I am certain that this
will be a challenging and intereasting deployment for



SIXTI-TEIO'. I wil]. cwor the construction work :Ln m deta.il 1n

L Porthoae ormmmmeivmgmmmsm-mormem
for the first time, let me wel ome you to the SEABEE femily, I use
the I _E.Granaaaway, meamﬂ!, to let you know how Battalion
1ifeiago:lng and to pess minfomtimwhichlhcpaviubeof
interest to you, You will also, on a ‘once a month basis, receive

a copy of the Battalion newspaper, the | - Articles and

thotographs in the SEABEACON will prwide you w:l.th anothar pictm
of Battalion life in Vistnam. 25 -

e Bafora I cloaa Iwouldliho toaddacmt eboutmilfm

home, Receiving a letter from home is the. highlight of every

SEABEE's day, andprobablydoeamorefnr his marale than all the

good feodandf:lne USO shows in Vietnam, lay I suggest that you

make your letters to your SEABEE cheerf'ul and newsy, and above all,
mquentc e =
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I.n closing I repeat the offer tha'b I have mde ‘before in
previous Family Grams, If I can be afessistancatoyouinany

way, or if you have questions sbout the Battaliom, please do not
hesitate to write to me direct, ~Either I will answer or your
SEABEE's Company Commender will answer,  In either case a reply will
be prompt. Our Glmplain 254 R. Rn cmm GHG, USNR is also avaﬂnhle
for aasistame and will be glad to aarreapond with you, :

~ May God be with YOu all, and pleasa___remmber your. SEABEE :ln
yow prayera. % o Rk







