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Sharing the Gospel of Jesus the Christ

Cruise book owned by Jim Rosko, HMCS, USN, Retired, who was
on this 16 Deployment. Scanned-in by NMCB 62 Alumni Group
Secreta ry, Norm Hahn. Scanning of cruise book completed on 7 October 2017.
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Construction is our trade;

our mark in Seabee fame







Minutemen have rich heritage

Naval Mobile Construction Battalion SIXTY-TWO is a
proud unit with a noble heritage. Originally organized with
construction workers from the Midwest on Dec. 7, 1942,
and commissioned at Davisville, R.1., on Dec. 30, 1942, the
“Mighty Minutemen™ first won fame at Pearl Harbor
where they built many of the facilities at the submarine
base. Some of them remain today. Later, after landing at
Iwo Jima, they repaired and maintained captured enemy
airstrips. The battalion eventually moved to Japan where it
was decommissioned on Sept. 15, 1945,

Since recommissioning at Guifport, Miss., on July 2,
1966, the battalion had deployed to Vietnam four times to
provide consiruction support for American forces in com-
bat areas and to stand by to fight if necessary. They had
also deployed to Puerto Rico, the British Indian Ocean
Territory island of Diego Garcia; the island of Guam; Rota,
Spain; and Camp Shields, Okinawa.

“The Minutemen Battalion™ has earned three Meritori-
ous Unit Commendations and two Navy Unit Commenda-
tions in its 22 years of active service.

This command is also a four-time recipient of the Peltier
Award, given annually by the Society of American Military
Engineers to the construction battalion it feels is the best
example of excellent construction and military prepared-

ness, NMCB-62 is the only battalion to receive the award
four times.

During the Vietnam War, NMCB-62 won the Peltier
Award twice in 1969 and 1970, The third one was received
in April 1978, recognizing the battalion's outstanding con-
struction achievements on the island base of Diego Garcia,
located in the British Indian Ocean Territory (Chagos
Archipelagos group). The fourth award was presented to
the battalion for its outstanding work in Rota, Spain.

NMCB-62 was the last full battalion to serve in the
construction effort on Diego Garcia, ending an 11-year
history of Seabees on the island in July 1982, The battalion
also had the last detachment of Seabees on site at Diego
Garcia, ending with the battalion’s deployment to Guam in
September 1983,

During the Puerto Rico deployment, NMCB-62 mount-
ed out a special detail to Antigua in the West Indies to
restore water and an islandwide distribution system to the
people of the drought plagued island,

While on their Caribbean deployment, the battalion had
seven detail sites in addition to the main body at Puerto
Rico. The detail sites were located at Viegues Island, An-
dros Island, Bermuda, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, Atlanta,
Georgia, Crane, Indiana, and Cascade, Maryland.






Welcome home Minutemen




from Guam deployment

After an eight and a half month deployment to Camp Covington,
Guam, the Minutemen deployed to Gulfport, Miss., in September
1983. The NMCB-62 Seabees were reunited with their families and
loved ones once again. During the Guam deployment, they distin-
guished themselves on such projects as the Harden Power joh,
gymnasium, Marine Barracks and Alarm Control Center at the
MNaval Magazine.

Another project which required much coordination in supplying
necessary materials was the street lighting project at the Naval
Communications Station.

At the Naval Station, the Minutemen built a head at the Sery-
Mart, and they made improvements to the Sierra Wharf.

The Minutemen renovated the Enlisted Dining Facility after an
11-month closure at Camp Covington. In addition, they completely
rehabbed two barracks literally from the ground up. Then they
began their homeport training for the Puerto Rico deployment after
a stand down period.




Homeport training schedule
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C kill-buildi
overs skill-building
|
= : During October, the Minutemen began their homeport
training in the 20th Naval Construction Regiment Specialized
Construction Battalion Training (SCBT). In an innovative
concept, the SCBT classes were combined with NMCE-133 to
make full use of both instructors and their resource materials.

In this respect, both learning and skill-building were enhanced
for the Minutemen for the upcoming Puerto Rico deployment.
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Contingency construction training




tests Seabee skills
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The NMCB-62 Seabees experienced a unigue construction
tasking in a clearing on the back 40 acres of CBC Gulfport in
November. Their tasking was to build a complete 100-man
camp, using facilities from the Advanced Base Facility Com-
ponent system.

This monumental order was to test each Minuteman to
work literally with his hands and a bare minimum of tools, if
any, to acquaint him with an emergency tasking which might
occur at any place anytime in the world.

The camp included a galley, berthing area and all the neces-
sary utilities to operate this small village,

At the conclusion of this training, monitored by the 20th
NCR, all hands then joined forces, using their brute strength,
to erect the massive Bailey Bridge. In addition to this awe-
some feat, the Minutemen constructed a timber bridge and a
timber tower.

The contingency training exercise ended the construction
training phase for the Minutemen. The NMCB-62 Seahees
then began their military training in preparation for the up-
coming Puerto Rico deployment,
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Minutemen train in rapid
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unway repair operations

In December, the battalion practiced the fine art of rapid
runway repair both during the day and at night. In this exer-
cise, the Minutemen encountered a simulated bomb crater on
a runway. Their mission was to fill in, smooth over and level
the hole while restoring full capability to runway operations.

This simulation required quick, exact teamwork in a close
effort to complete this project in a timely fashion, To provide
these capabilities; battalion members trained for two days in
procedures for backfilling a bomb crater and assembling run-
way repair matting.

To add realism to the exercise, the Minutemen worked
under power plant lighting at night. They also donned their gas
masks and 782 gear to simulate unfriendly forces and the
possible threat of nuclear, biological and chemical warfare
presence in the area.
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Disaster recovery prepares
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62 for contingencies

In January, the Minutemen welcomed the New Year and
prompily got to work, training for disaster recovery operations.
The purpose of this training is to enable the battalion to respond
effectively to any type of disaster.

In this segment of training, the men learned rescue technigues,
how to operate in contaminated environments and area decon-
tamination technigques.

The training was culminated with an éxercise which simulated
the erash of a truck, ¢arrying dangerous chemicals. When the
Minutemen arrived at the exercise scene, they found a real mess;
an overturned truck, injured people and entire area that was
highly contaminated. Using all of their training, they moved
quickly to assess the situation, rescue the injured and decontami-
nate the area.

Representatives of the 20th NCR remarked about the efficien-
cy and effectiveness of each NMCUB-62 crew, saying that small
unit leadership was very strong,



Minutemen train for wa

When the last item was packed into the seabag and the last
goodbye was said, it was then time for the entire battalion to
journey to Camp Shelby in February 1984 for the week-long
Field Exercise.

Upon their arrival at the heavily wooded north country, the
Minutemen unpacked their seabags and found their berthing
spaces in the cold, dank block barracks. They then waited for the
war o break out after a series of long, weary marches.

During each training day, the Minutemen crammed their
heads chockful of camouflage, concealment, carrying weapons,
C-rats and camp cleanliness,

And then the war came, ending the week of classes and practi-
cal exercises. All the week’s preparations came to a head, and
then it all made sense, for the Minutemen were there to train for
their defense and aid of others for whom they may have provided
construction.

A hasty base camp was erected on Friday, and a complete
perimeter was established and maintained, The enemy attacked
and was counter-attacked. Soon it was all over, and the weary
Seabees again convoyed back to CBC Gulfport,




their field exercise
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March was the time to march on, move up IHII] mount nut. and
~ that is exactly what the Minutemen did. It all began within 48

. hours of their first notice. The destination of the Air Det was
Eg!iu AFB, Fla.

Operations within the Mount-Out Control Center immelilaiet_p |
began to hum as the central hub-of activity. The battalion went on
an around-the-clock alert status-to prepare for the mount-out
EXETEJS’ES 41If

Vehicles for the Air Det were washed and wmghe& The men
‘were vaccinated, and their service records were validated, Their
su;!plms for their tasking were broken out, loaded up, ]_lﬂ]lﬂllﬂii
‘weighed and I}alamed and literally measured from top to botfom
for the Appropriate stuwage ahqm‘d the Eﬁrmspunﬂmg mrnraﬁ
flight, il

After a final inspection of bath men: and equipment, the -
bark teams loaded the Air Det and their construction gear and
-supp]le& on the iircmfl for their ﬂ:ght m Egiin .-!LFIEI '
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- Advance party paves
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The NMCB-62 CMAA receives the dufy ¢an of aspirin fo¢ the head- | |
aches of getting the battalion settled {abovel. GMG1 Verlin Allen (right)
goes for tlw. big guns at the Armemr {rlght}
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FEMC Jordan Befort accepts the ambulance keys (right).

successful turnover

After seven months of humepmt training, the advance party
left Gulfport on April 23, 1984, enroute to, Camp Moscrip, Puer-
to Rice. As the Minutemen waited at the airfield for their depar-
ture, their hearts were heavy at the thought of feaving Toved ones
and friends, but their spirits were high to accomplish quickly the
tasks that were set before them.

As takeoff neared, the feelings of attachment and companion-
ship heightened, mixed with heaviness and emptiness. At the
same time, comradeship and commonality drew the Minutemen
together by a professional pride, They had an important job to
do, and they were the most qualified to do it.

The door was at last shut, and ‘the airplane taxied to the

il mrma}r o hegm its tr;p to the Caribbean.

CM2 Dennis Comrie puts a 162 BEEP sticker in its place (left).
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‘&ark and the lights yet dim, the Minute-

s ip grinder rnr mnruing pharsical Hm:ug:ml
; PT, and just about sanr }tﬁﬂ’&i;un. 1
“hite of 2 nmmshmg hre ﬁn,m
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do best—wao . They head for thae shpﬁ’ﬁ
e trucks for transportation to 1he Jolr's









- S =s=rcising early in the morning and standing military inspections to getting paid
e e to quarters, the Mighty Minutemen worked hard on the Puerto Rico deploy-
e bt they took some time out to play some foosball at the clab or call home.







A d@=y on deployment includes a myriad of things
Swm getting on the truck after the noon meal,
Saek in the shop and welding, catching a ride to
sccomplish the mission, having another cup of
=afee, standing a weapons inspection, watching
e mightly movie and observing evening colors.



EACN Richard Chocolas drafis a new
blueprint (left). The ETs iry to call
home (helow).
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HM1 Dennis Billeter (left) assists Dr. Barry Miesenburg during a mass casualty drill triage exercise (lop). Corpsmen practice
their in-house medical examination {above).
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W isms transcribes a legal proceeding on the dictaphone
8 Jemm Laverdiere assists SK3 Brian Edmondson with re-
mmmerinl in the supply warehouse (above). EA2 Eric Owen
E41 Seeve Walker take an asphalt sample (right).
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Many hands make light work in the Supply Office (top). MS3
Sam Wilcher keeps the hot ham steak coming (above). SH2

Ricky Thomas (left) and SH3 David Cradic take inventory in
Greens Issue (right).



W53 Daniel Moore whips up a fresh baich of goodies in the CPO Mess (top left). MS1 Victorio Lagmay
serves up steaks done just right (top right). *Who said too many cooks spoil the soup?™ (above).
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Projects

Dripping with sweat, the Minutemen met the challenge of
their construction projects as they tirelessly attacked their
tasking amid the onslaught of the Caribbean tropical cli-
mate, Both the production rate and direct labor statistics set
a high goal for the Puerto Rico deployment for battalions to
come. Such a display of quality work is a result of the evident
pride and professionalism of the Minutemen.

A Charlie Company CPO Hut crew digs a water line.

While the sun beat their brows and sapped their strength,
the Minutemen pressed on in the high degree temperatures,
Pnnsistently exhibiting high quality workmanship, outstand-
ing crew morale and job sit leadership. They consumed thou-
sands of gallons of water, and they continued to sirive for
visible proof of the pride which they all share in their accom-
plishments,



Brave Company utilitiesmen smooth up concrete on Magic
Mountain (left). Equipment operators fill gabions at the
Security Fence {above). The gabion crew puts the finishing
touches on the special wire construction (helow).
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in the concrete or on the asphalt, the Minutemen do

Whether on a pole,
it hest,




Charlie Company crew members pour concrefe at the Industrial Drainage Ditch (top). Alfa Company cleans up the Tow Way
Road after milling operations (above).
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Charlie Company uses a crane and a concrete bucket to place concrete on remote portions of the Industiral Area Drainage
project (above). Alfa Company prepares asphalt lay down at the Public Works Department parking lot (below).

CAPITOL
33- 3949
_—-




——— e —— e - -

T

Charlie Company Minutemen erect the softhall field fence at Camp Moscrip (top). Bravo Company construction electricians
mstall new lighting at the field (above).
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4 Tow Way Road project crew member prepares to advertise the
Minutemen's services. Bravo Company Seabees shovel dirt at
the Dog Kennel. Minutemen from Charlie Company erect seaf-
falding at the Ops Storage project. A gabion crew assembles a
gabion at the Security Fence project. A Bravo Company con-
struction electrician climbs a telephone pole to make repairs at
Camp Moserip. A Charlie Company Seabee smooths the wall at

DOps Storage.
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