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Public Affairs Of£ic~ 
U. s. N~val Construction Battalion Center 

Gulfport, ~lississippi 39501 

Phone: 364-6220, Ext. 21 

OFFICIAL U. S. XAVY XE'oS ru:u:.;sE FOR ~!l!A7Z IU:t:C:ASE 

Release No. 3-66 June 24, 1966 

SEABEE BA'i'TALION TO BE 

RECO}n1ISSIONED AT GULFPORT 

G~~FPORT, MISS., June 26 -- Xobile Construction Battalion 62, 

o~e of Lhe s~abee units that ro~e to N~val fa:e Curing ~orld ~or· 

Ir. w~ll be reco::iccioned at :o a.=. Saturday at the Se~bc~ c~nt~r 

here. 

The recommissioning of this fighter-builder unit is co be part 

of a large-~cnle build-up in the Navy's construction forces. XCBs 

40 and 58 ~ere co~ssioned earlier this year at the Davisville, 

Rhode Island, Seabee base. Septe=bcr :5 has been set as the 

approxi~ate date for the reco~issioning of MCB-133 -- an event 

also scheduled for CBC Gulfport. 

Gulfport will be the ho~e port for both MCB-62 and MCB-133. 

Rear Admiral H. A. Renken, Com=ander Service Force, U. S. 

Atlantic Fleet. ~orfolk, Virg~ni~. w!ll •erve as the coc=iss1on1r.o 

officer for MCB-62. Aioiral Ren~cn co~issioneG the 20th Naval 

ConstrUction Reg~cnt in cere~onies at Gulfport on April 11. MCB-62 

is to be one of the 20th NCR ' s battalions. 
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OFFICIAL U. S. NAVY NEWS RELEASE - 2 

Rear Admiral A. C. Husband, Cor.u:wnder Naval Facilities 

En,;ineering Co:tmand and ....... ef of N<lov-.1 Civil Engineers, Washinr;ton, 

D.C., will present th~ Navy Cnit Citation to ~he newly reco~issionec 

un!.t . 

~ong the dozens of other dignitaries invited to the 

recommissioning of Mobile Construction !attalion 62 are u. s. 

Senators John C. Stennis and James 0. Eastland, both of Missitiaippi; 

U. S. Representative Willi~ M. Co:~er; Mississippi Governor 

P~u: 3. John~on; ~nd Cu!fporc Y~yor R. B. Xe~Go~~, Jr. 

The ?ecsaco:a Nav•l Air S:ation bAr.d, und~r tbe dircct~on of 

Chief warrant Officer E. L. ~ond, will provide the music for the 

ceremony. 

The Seabee Center at Gulfport, an insta:lation that has been 

generally inActive a!nce ~orean ~ar day~, ~us given a~ increas~d 

~!.ssion in wid-February of this y~ar. Since that ti:c :ore than 

1100 officers and enlisted personnel have been assigned to the 

base. A further build-up -- to approximately 1600 military 

personnel-- is expected by September. 

Naval officials have Gesc::ribeG as "sub~t~ntia:" the econ01:ic 

effec~ ~his build-up will ~ave on Gulfpor~ and ne~gnborin& citi~a. 

The Seabee base will put an estica:cd $7.1/2 cillion annually into .. -
the economies of these cities , according to Co~~ander Norman L. 

Martinson , Commanding Officer of the baso. 

- more -
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OU.IX ·--

Co~~ander William J. Riche~on will s~rva as Co~~anding Officer 

o: ~obi!e Con~truction Batta~~on 6 ~. C~r. Richcoon, who entered 

the Navy a~ an aviator in 1944, is a gra~~Gte o~ Rcnsselocr 

Polyt~chnic Institut~, Troy, New York . i!~ has b~rved in various 

Nav~l capacities aro~nd the globe, the moat =ece~t being Assi~tan: 

for Faciliti~s Management at the Naval Facilities Engineering 

Co;:and's ~orthwe~: Divisio~, Seattle, ~~stin;ton. 

Other officers on the staff of MCB-62 are Lieutenant Co~uander 

J. R. Willia=a, Zxecutivc Ofticer; L!euten~~t C~r~ -· C~ris~en~on, 

O;:>erations Officer; Lieutenant (junior grace) John M. O'Reilly, 

bd~~~istrat!ve and Personnel Officer; Ensign Cecil c. St~llyes, 

Planning and Training Officer; Lieutenant Co~andcr George W. Cronin, Jr., 

Sc;:>;:>ly and Logistics Officer; !.ieut~nant ':iloltas E. Hale, "A" 

Com;:>any Co~ander; Warrant Officer :s~~ence J . AlleC4nd, Assistant 

"A" Com;:>any Cou.IJandar; Lieutenant William t . 1\ood, "B" Company 

C~under; Lieu~enant (junior grade) ~ho;a~ M. Kel~y. A•~istan~ 

"B" Company Commandor; Lieutenant Robert H. Shackelford, "C" 

Assistant "C" Cot~pany Cot~r.~ander; and Lieutenant (junior grade) 

Arthur M. Hardeil , Assistant .. D .. Cor.p&ny Cor.::ander. 

Six other officers are due to report to the battalion wit~in 

the next conth . 

- more -
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OFFICIAL U. S. NAVY N~~S RELEASE - 4 

The original K.-val C.;. •. str<;ction llatta~~on 62, which w.:>s 

c~issio~~d late in 1942, gai~ad i:s first ~o~ors ~ work dona in 

servicing facilities for the ?earl Harbor subaar~ne base, co~plctcd 

a dike at Loko Eo and set up landing craft facilities at Waipio Point. 

Following 2 1/2 months of ~~phibious, marine, jungle and 

weapons training, th~ battalion left Saipan for Iwo JL~a in 

c!d-Fe~ruary of 1945. 

:\C:S.-62's tas;. at Iwo Jica was the :.;building of three 

b~bed-out Japanese nirfields. Snipers' bullets, banzai attacks 

and mortar fire mnde the job a tedious and a dangerous one, but 

work want on day and night. 

Tr.e ~attalion~a affo:ts netteQ ~erican flying fo:ces the 

longest airstrip -- 5225 feet -- in the western Pacific. 

-30-
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TWENTIETH XAVAL COXSTRUCTION REGIME.'IT 
UNITED STATES ATI.A.\"TIC FLEET 
GULFPORT, J,USSISSIPPI 39501 

Cm.! 20TH t\CR NOTICE 5060 

CO~.\ 20TH t\CR NOTE 5060 
Code lOOO:rnlp 
27 Jun 1966 

From: Commander, Twentieth Naval Const:ructicn Regiment 
To: Distribution List , 

Subj : Commissioning Ceremony for U.S. Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion Sixty-Two 

Ref: (a) Landing Party Manual, 1960 

Encl: (1) Sequence of Events 
(2) Diagram of Parade Formation 
(3) Company in Mass Fomation 

1. Pu;pose: To direct a battalion ccc~issioning ceremony for u.s. Naval 
Construction Battalion Sixty-Two on 2 July 1966 at 1000 hrs. 

2. Scope¥ The organization of troops, un1forms, formations, rehe~al 
and administ:rative instrucdons are set forth. 

3. General: In accordance with reference (a), the procedures set forth 
herein az·e promulgated for the commi.ssioning ceremony of I.:CB-62. 

a. Adjutan-c' s call will be sounded at 0940 on 2 July 1966. 

b . The Commissioning Officer will be Rear Aamiral H. A. ~i USN, 
Commander Service Force, U. s. AtlantJ.c Fleet. 

c. Rear Admiral A. C. HUSa~, CEC, USN, Chief of Naval Civil 
Engineers and Corrmander, Naval Facilities Engineering Command will 
present the Unit Citation. 

d. Capt. S. R. SMITH, CE:C, USN, Corr.mander Naval Construction 
Battalions, u. s. Atlantic Fleet will present the individual awards. 

4. Organization of Troops: 

a. The battalion will consist of the following companier: "h"', "A", 
"B", "C", and "D". 

b. Each Company will be organizad 1n a column of platoons 
and massed at the commissioning site. 



,. CO~~~ 20TH NCR Nara 5060 
Code lOOO:mlp 

a. .!:!.!:H£.!.1]!. Part.icipan"t<:.·-f'-'11 &.·e~s whites with large medals . 
Gliest5· .. s<>rvice 0!;-E:.;<> white,; w/gloves and ribbons. 

b. .fu:ll:.\p:ne-~!1. (l) Officer~~ S.-;crd·; and belts. 

(2) Ccl~r Guard: t~i"te belts, nhite bayonet 
scabbards, whae legg1ngs, 1·ini 'te helmet liners, rifles wi1:h white slings. 

a. The banalion will be fo:rmed l.n colu:r.n by 0935 in front of 
Warehouse 13. 

b. Format1on on the parade ground vall be Bat"tal1on on l1ne with 
Ccmpanies in mass. 

a. !l.~c;;:~·.u:.l fer k<;y p&rsonnel idll be anncunced. 

b. R.eh2.an;al for all hand:. will be conducted at 0900 on 30 June 
and on 1 July 1966. 

8. !!crn~tra"':l.ve l..:l§!.'!Y-!:11&:2~!. Co:npany Commanders will en=e that 
color guud and all g1.l!:dcns' are prcpG:rly instructed in their duties 
prior to the rehersal. 

9. Cancellat1cn1 This No"ti~e is cancelled on 3 July 1966. 

Distribution: 
ALL 20TH NCR OFFICERS 
ALL ~'.CB-62 OFFicaR.S 



lltCB 62 ••• 

The rcco~~mi~!c.:1ing ce.re--J mark.1nr. the vffa~lal • ecym
m\-~ay Uf )~cbj;~ Cons.tn:c!ion mls~ontng. 
~~ttnllon u2: U .. s. 1\n~. i2"?" I A unit citation held by the 
tt'<e for o\e .. _. 20 )'ears, wt1l .... J.~ fv~·rJ.e.: MCB e~. dccetnr.lt_ .. ,or.· 
p!~ce ~~tu_r.~a}: ~orn!ng st t!•.c ed on Sept. 15, 1945, will be 
U.~ i'\av:u ~-'"UClon ~ .. - pr~oted to C~:r .. -rt.:mtier 1&!.· 
!"lio:1 Ce..~ ;n G;;.!port -;._c:e eson by Rear Acm. Alex!. i~· 
.! will be borne ported. , C. H~a~.~. c):;!:f of :-<s~i 
~ICB 6~. \l'.e f.rst of two· a,;! l::'!J11r.eers and coJnm.:.'1C· 

&ttbco b~ttaHo:-~s Ul '>e corr.- er or Na\·a! Fncil~tiC'S ~ng~ .. 
nllS:mmcd fo: t:ainlng a! tbe r.c~1·m~ Omrrnand. T:1e d1 tio!"' 
Gulfport center. will b C;m"':- \'r"ll.~o "rcscn,cd ~ •. a. l'...SU!t ~,~! 
Ttl< :1d~ by C:ndr. \Vih,C..:l! J. outs~ta-.nJ outy ,n '' .. r1d Wa.: 
Riceson. esc. tiS.'\. n 

L '~~'C" • 13: lS t') ~ c -- J-=- ~,1.;-..... ~ c. .. :r ,ll... 
: Mur._u il~ t::~ ~r.!e:" t: .::it:".-- t...~c:...-.. I\om ..... n L ... 1 ll uU, 
I tcmb .. ~. · co:nmm:d!ag ":Jeer of ... 1 

I 
n,,, n b~ttallons '.':ill Lo train- te.· and of the 20th Naval Vc<:· 

cd ~t tbe c~ntc: tilen ~>~ll b• str~dlon Rcgment. 
home ,JOr!ed !n G~c~rt !or de-l Ga~t. Speno.;: R. Sm.U1, c " · 
ploymc:~ ~v eve~ pos-..s, iD· mane ... : ()! X:.va! (..'(lnstr;....;U_:: 
dueling Viet 1'\. :1, en se-.·en Batt:tl!e:l!, U.S. AC- .lit: Fleet, 
to c:6~~~c:..h s..: •• tdu!~~- from Dav:sviJ!i:. R.I.. wlll be 

·r;,e ccomisstontnr: C(ren:vr.y amon~ !\a~~~ .. ?et~~ .•• el giving 
takes place a~ lU a.::'l. wlth r~mat ... ~ n.. ~-~~: c~..:r~:rr:.ony. Mu· 
Rem· Adm. Henry A. Rrnktn, stc will.~ pr~vld~ .ilY th.e b~t:d I 
comm.1r~er oi Scrvieo Force, t:~m r.u.: U.S(. Nao,;al 1\lr Sta· 
U.S. A• antic F!cet, from .\'or- lion, Pcnsat"O.a, Pia 
folk, 'IIH. ;;., comr.lss!orun, of- Honored lr~ w!U ..:cl~<!e 
"cer 0 U. Cmdr. RUL"!'l!l Y. Tl:;.,_ ..:! 
•• US..'J retired, o: E:jvn, !.!d., 

He uil: prcSCf,! ... ~e battn!!o:J .. 1 , c d ., ,, an .. Lt. Crr.<!r. Ste,rart J. Scht:-
co c.r~ ~0 o~a:1 cr •. ,c .... so~. ler. USN l"c:.tree. o! Rum~, 
11h0 tn turn. w11l hlve tbc. colors ~.Y. , the first and third com-
posted by ~~s buttnl:on_c.ajutant, I tConU:"l~e~ on Pa:o ' l'wol 

-T~s ::;;~d-Gu!I.:-c:t Daily :He:-::!:! 
~c.;,y A~!c-."".OC:a. .!'..;.:l~ Z'. 1;~ 

' 

I r; • • vembor mo t~d has served at 
• • CCOrl't::':'M3!iiO!'a various billets m ~ic United\ 

(ConumuJ rt.:.J:,. :-..;• 2.5) ~-!atcs ar.d ovc:se:!S s:.nce tl':J.t 
I:! ~"~o.~.nJ c!!~:e:-s ~ the orlJI~a! ~e. 
~~:S 61. 'The s:;.~ of Cc.. ..::11 ~!rs.

1 'C" r ....,. ' . ., S •• OthC' gu~ts e:qic=ted !r.c!l..de ·'·· u ... ~c •. eson, ..... .. .,rrny rc· 
~en. James 0 . Eastllnd (D-1 t'red .. of Doland, . Fl~ .• he ls 

I 
~!Iss.), Rep. William M. Co!- mamc~ to tt.a :o~mer Miss 
mer (P.:V.;ss.). Gov. Pacl B. R<!semary Anne Kelso of L!n- ~ 
Joh:uo:: lr.d oll:er local dlgnl- th!cum Hclgl:ts, Md. They have 
t:lries. s.oven children. 

Comii'1ar.e~ i.lcheson, the F.ollowing the com::.1fssiorJng I 
~ _ 

6 
~ ~ · e<:'CICo:l)', a rece>;)ton wll! ~ 

.• ew CO .... .ma~ •.-:0 0: 1Cer, lS ll glven for guc. ~S :y ti:e feCO:T.· 

I 
nath·e of /:.!::>:a, Ga. • ru:~ misoio~:cd b~•t.al:~n. 
comes to Cu1fncd frc,m Sci':Lt1e, 
Wt~sh., where ' he served J! as· 
sistant !or facilH!es managl!-
:-.:ent, F'ecil!tics Zn:;lnccrll>:: 
Commar.d, );"o:-~·.rest Divlslcn. 

l!e attended ~11:etom1 Um
.-erslty Bl w~,c::..;:on. D.C., 
lor two yc~rs as a pre-medlcal 

I 
student prior io his enlistment 1

1 as a !"\o.v&l avi.1lion cadet on 
Dec. 8, Hl42. H~ was conunls
sio •. _.! a:s a :Xav3l &vl:!or at 
Pcns:~cola '" '!.!ay 2, 1944. 

P.o served v.-.~i the 9!!h 
Bor..blng Sq-~~d:o:1 ll!llil ~.is 
scparat~on from the Ns.vy on 

1 

Dec. 3, 1~45. Commandc1· Riche· 
son later graduated !rom the 
Catholic U10ivcrslt:;: ol Ame:-!e~. 
W~.on, D.C., '-1 11149 W:tb 
a b:cbewr of arcl:itec~.! <::-
glr ... _. t:4 &.:;~;!:. 

l A!tC!' .. ·orl<:r.~ a5 nn arcE
tect in Eu!~l:::ure. !.·!d., be was 
;o\..callc! to ~ctivc duty ir, !\o· 
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Times-Picayune 
New Orlc:.ns, Louisiana 
Suncay morning, July 3, 1966 

Co I or s Pre:entcd jn.as part o: the :oth ~ava! Ccn· 

G I< R'. .struct:,,n Hcziment, wm be 
u • port tle3 I trained nr.d home-ported here 

, for ovcrs•as duty, including sup. 
GCLFPORT, MIss. (AP)- port activity in Viet :lam. · 

With tf.e vesentr,tior. of the hat-1 ~.ICB !s cxoectcd to be recom· 
taHcm tc:.;:-s, !he 62nd !'.~obilC)-n;.::;:oncl! hCre S~pt. 15. !J~ td
Coms:ucti~n Bat!al!on was re-:dltion, tho recently rczctlva!cd 
corn:r.!!s!c::~!! Sa~d3y rno:r.- cc:-tc;- wm tc :-c:pc:.t.Z!~ !or 
lng at tnc U.S. ~:aval Con::!n:c- t:;;:>"Jing G~ 18 rcscrv~ Sel~e 
!lo:1 Dat~Hc:t Cct1V::- here. 1

1

batt:1!ions. 
I R~ar Adm. Ht';o,ry A. Rc111~cn, Navnl commcnd::tion rr.cda!!l 
1t:ommandcr of r.orvlec forces, were nlco presented by C~pt. 
U.s. Atl~ntlc fo'!f:<:t. from Nor· Spcn~cr n. Smith, commander 

'f~!!(, Va., prc;cr.!cd lite colors.)of Coa~truclion Battalions, U.S I 
'rh: colors h:~d brtn In stu:Jr;c.Atlantic l•~!':ct, to Lt WH!ilm t.t 

1 
''=' cNcr 2!) ye:rs t!r.cc tt.::iGib:~n. center ct.:~pk!ln, and to 
orlaln::! ~.~C3 C3 w:>3 ~mmt:-'CPO Jc~ C. ~-!crcdith, t:~~in.~ 
=!::::1 o:; £::!. lS, 1915. Thcyloi!iccr n::.lf,ncd to 11:3 %0\h 

I > 
/r 

' 
l 

l!ar:t J. f:icl:c:on, the new b~t· t!:~ r.ommcnd:1tions for c~rv:cc 1 

wtrc p;c:oniccl t~ Cmd:. \'o'il· Rc.:;:mcnt. Doth me.~ received I 
l
t~lio:J co:n:-:ln,,dc:. in Viet Nnrn. • 

Hear lldm. AJr::<anclct C. Uu~· ,\rlmir:'l llrnl:cn, prlor to pre. 1 
l;~nd, chiol r,f !';11vni Ci·1il En-.r.cn!in~ tho JJnllnllon colol'3 to -~ .. ·- -· -· - ... ...- --·- . ·' 
~I!":.CC;$ ill'd. co:-.~rnilnl'!rr <;fCca,lOJ:lrJdtr f:ichC!;on, toJrl tl:O -A.I"l Wlr.r.PHOT·:>. 
•:;a·;nl Facil:ticl ~nl:]nccrinr:jr•rfircr~ ~nd men r.f li!CD C~. ''ns CO~Hlll. li11.L1Mf .r. r:ICIIEcON (!em, .•t!nntn, l;,,, 
leo:nrr.,nd, at~chcd ti•c :\nvl!.~crr.~crs or ~·ICC C2, yo::rs t~ n comm~11dln~ cfllcer ol Uchi!: Ccn~uc!!cn n:!t:tllou c. 
unl! ~or::rr.,r.d:•tio~ r)lJhon t.,•procd l::::":t,:;o.'' hnntl\ to: hltlall:n t1u~ IO l.t. C::"l E. Cbrl!lcr. ~n, r.ntt:c, 
t~· to!~rs. Tile co:m.tcndnllon i.dmiral llus~and, I~ ~Js rc· Mlc:J., bnUie r.d)l!lnnt, dt•ri"C roromm!ss!on!•1 <crc:'to los 
v,.:, l.t:d by the o:1~ln"l ~JGn,mnr:_-,, ncl:nowlcdr,ed the com· rl t:.S. NavJI ('o,.uwdlo>n 11nllttlkn Ccnkr, C11li~ • .:1, ~!i.~ .• 
'12 (r,: ()Jt:!:-.ndinz :wc(1tnpllst.- mmuty r!llfl[,nl1 ::h~wa by tho v.aturJa)·, 
n,c.·,ts In the far.c o( r.<omh;,t onJeil.y <•f Gulftl<lrl. r.1.1yor n. ll.·
lwo .lima d'lring W<,rld Wr J' ll. Menrlr,w·• Jt·. or Gulfport l'C• 

':h.: h::!ttali"ln, llnt: nf twn nr:n-'&P'~Ild"r! IJJ fi:1yln~!, ucu1Cpl"'rt·Jn, 
J r ~•1"-b<:c b'-tf"J!h.,l~ tJ l.c rt····~· · • :; J. 'l h .. en nr.il ol7myJ wlll 
e;v.;,mn1b:.!+:.-::· d '~r n:. ..... ~: .. ~,~· 1 ~I"' Jtl of Jts :~.-!Jc:cs~.-

' . ' 
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P(;1c;s5,~g «; offrr~s • • • 
1.,r .~ i;d,,t. Hcmy A. 'len~_-., fr.:m t.: ... rr· .. ~~'· Va, le-ft, ofiicietlly rccom.:·i:::-i.:~~d Mo!Jib 
Cc·tln1c:: _ttl~· ':.aHo.1 G~ ~: .. ··:. J./4 _.-: J, l r-· ;."'Jl U:~ OOttt:1io.:1's colo~·s to O.:::i·. \Villi.am .r. 
r~t::~:on. __ tl:~ U ... !· .1 C\.!,11_ 1: ·~ ! ofrcc-:. The CXTCntc·:ly t~::._ pk.ca r.t t;;c U. G. ~l:trj 
("· truc•.-.1 ·~~!~ , .. I e.."'-' i~ Cul'porL (03ily Herald starr d:olo) 

l 

111e lli loxi -Gulfpon Daily ller<tld 
Monday afte •·noun, July ·1, 1966 

~,-,.,'!,. ~ ..... . 
'-;I\J.:.:~tU.v ..... ~' o ·~ • 

[~J~Jt:{:;(f.J 0 ucr~rfLl 17<]) ~~~J 05 
17'! ., o · ... JI 
L·.iC )(~~Q.~)fl :fili?LJ11 Uf38U@rn10~ 

I!y ntCIIAI!D G!.AC!Jf!."lt I Viol Nam. !JCI3 1>3 is scileuul· 
tD:Uly 1.'-tt~j fl::~l\'ir!~r) c·t for rccom~Ji::ionin,: c'' 

'l'o ;he ecccmpnntnent or m1li- :;,cpl. li. 
t~ry rr..:trc::h!n:: anu·~lc and ILl~:!t· .. ,\s mt.;.-r~.tJ~lS d MCB 6-~. 
in;! c.\':lln[j, MobH~ t4.m~.itruc1ion yo:uM il n proud il~ritagc," 
IJ.lllalln 61 wn3 rcco:llGlle.· Admh·~ l Jlco:;ct F~H ~-rio,· to 
sllnctl ri~\tH~\I.lJ frl <hti!'L-crt prcscnHn~' t::..! l.r..:"-,Ho.t colors. 
"~"~"" 2~ yc~"'' o£ ln~ctlvily. Til.~ prcsrn!nli~-1 t•£ colors 

'i he Lntr::tnon ':ulor:J were mm1:crl lh'! l1rrici.~11 a'ccommi~
prc-::cntcrl {(} ('nnk. WHII~uH ,J. ~!,min~-~ of tltc bnltaHoa. not('tl 
Hit·h,•:;nll, w~rt JwUallt.· \ COtn· ftlr il: r•Htf.t.ml1iaq dut~· tfurln:·f 
mcu.tk1·, Ly Jkn~· AUm. lkiH'Y \'lol'~d \'IN H In tlli! flJeific. 

1 ,\; lt<:Hl\rn, contul:ln•l~·,· n£ 'fhn cu1ll•-ru1 cet\'lll('lllY toolc 
f~l'!'\.'h~IJ fortt'!l, fJ.:), /.HunJh: pLtl'''l lin•!~ t .:\ J11~1f .. Jl.IOUlitt" sua1 

'l·'lcf•t, f"o
1.l'rl1H{, V;\., ·'~ 1' .·1 \U:. hcfe•to'tho ''Y('I (lf NnvY.J' rn1.1 

l' • .'lVlll c:on~ 'dtcllmt Jl:tlt.,Hon lcwnl di{!llit,,dr.J :mrl tlhlSC ctf 
1 L'ntlt'l'. . J:tlc::·l·l oi f1n nt:w h:lH:tHcJl ;:md 
• "J h.;. hJihliotl, rrl1l: ,,r fno tlh~ }~Oth Nawt l Ci.!n;;ti'tu~tica 

r• f·· ·.tnkcllr) i;" lc~comm1.,::!mt• •.! Ht··;inc,•ut, n~··nulmi ·::)inuctl nt 
l~r~. wdl IJ' !J;•:ll~ pnrkt! In (:._, 11"'''". r·nl!t•t· lhi:1 l'•'OI'. 
( • . • ' ' I ' J ( ' " I ' I •,J!'II !1\. j' I I' rr (_\~ ll •!,I • '1'11:-., 11fl( ,1.1!:1, rr·: -~fHl$Jlllu f '" 
rl., I I 0' ., ,.,,,,, ~. H ..... t I I "' 

• ' ,1 • -- · .... J • .. ' (•\·r.- n ,, -·a r' :; ~lmtn J::l\' .. 
( 11 ::·; ,.J.;;--rt l!C'''"' I In lr·: fr'Jn.,·J-a C'IJtll'' 11&~ c•ne· 

I 
.• 

mr~,y. ·.. '-'r1·, ,, ,. ,L prevent 
ltlt! c.-· ~ . ' 1 !r::--1 t ·~In.! C'l o!l 
lho l'l'n:,> ,: ! N.·";.l di;.uitr. 



G'·'T 1m•r m 
'"' 'I b ~,~ r 4\,._ill, .t\._: .• lLu('!" C. lfUS• 1 

, ~·· • '"<o~.1kt.nd"·r ot N:wd 

l.!'.:ciilh~ l..J~!n •• i •. .; C:ono. 
r~1:1r.J, i.o-.~ C.~tu·l t'\f :.z._,~-•~! En.; .. 
ne .. !"S, Wa:.1inf•:o·1 D c _-:,_ 

I') 0 I • 'l >H,:_, 

l'rc ... cn! to ntt~dt a ~;1vat Unit 
Commen~~llon r:.!>~n to the 
b~t!~llon euler.>. T:l;s ~onor 
n~s h~ld by the: "rizin:ll b:;.t
t~llen Ict· tl~~ out.st.:1nGin~ 
n~h:"•:er.1cnts by i!s oiiictrs 
.-r.d me-n in rcbui!rlin" ~ir
fl('!ds Oil lwo Jima in Ui~ f~cc 
or ~ncmy lire ond hnrnssment 
du;·mg the l:mJOliS a&>;ault ~nd 
capturu or this island. 

In his rcal~rt:s, 1\dmlrnl 
llush3nd. ~ c !c r.owled3cd the I 
co:o:mur.1ty 5U?port shown by 
tho city or Gul!to~t n.:d ::~
sur~d t h c f :t m Hies :r.d 
friends cf th~ b3!tolioa's pcr
sonn•l tb.:lt e\-cry cr:o:t r.as 
be:n~ r::::!o to ir.st:.-e thcl: i 
com!o:t ~c! s::~;;ty r:ow :::-.:1 
c!='.na c,e:: l~:c:- ~gn~ 
:r.:r.ts. 

Cnr:t. S~~:;e\!r P.. Smh .. ~, co:n. 
m:Jn~cr of cc:;stn:cton batta
llc;;s, U.S. Atl3ntic Fleet, 
D~visvlllc, n. I., also pre· 
scnted two Naval Commenda
tion Medals to pers~nnel at 
the center. 

I Lt. Wi!liam · ~.t Gibso~. 
chupl~.i_!! . J or. tl1 c s. eabce 

' 

The Biloxi ·Gulfpon D<>ily Herald 
Monday afternoon, July 4: 1966 

rw"'t!""!f•·"·-"" ..... ""\ 
~.~ ..... - I. ... w .. 

tCor:ttc_ 1 ""t(>m P~IO Om·) 

C\!ntt~·. WZ!; reco~;;cd for pt\J.· 
\'ic!:r.g : c 1 ~)ous c::co:.L~6C.· 
me:lt :md semces io~ ova: 
:i2,GOO personnel in \"let Xc:::, 
i::c!udi:13 rr:~ o~ a\! !::t!tl:s. 

C?O Jo~:J C. ~.!crcdith. t>s
signc-d a:; a tttlntng of:!C2:' 
wlth the 20th R~gin:c7>~. was 
hono:·\:d f o r • • m <:>itorio~s 
achlevem~:nt while .serving as 
construction supc:rir.t('ndcnt !or 
the II c '' d ~ uarters SupJ,ort 
Activity, Saiuon." 

Tho intcnsJ£Jcd prog:.·am at 
the .Seabee Ccnte1· in Culfpor!, 
ste:1pecl up c:1·1icr this year, 
and U:e recommlssicnin~ of 
1.!CB GZ and l·!Cil m as well 
ns se,.·cro: ollie:- bat!atio:1s. !s 
c!"si mcd to meet L~e construc
tion -comml!ments of Seab::cs in 
s~~theast Asia. 

The b&ltalloll3 homt·:>O~!c<l 
here wit unt!c:go St~tc~ t:-~i:~· 
m1 at :h:: ccntc: or.d t"11!1 rc~ 
ccive the!; military trcioing t>! 
Cam, Lojeur.~. N.C. Both 
:.:en C2 and MCil 133 ore pnrt 
of tho 201h ncaimcnt, com
manded by Cmdr. Norman L. 
:.7ortlnr.on wllo Is nho com-~ 
mondinr, ofllr:cr of the center. 
lilnj. flichord D. Buttalph, in· 
r.~cetor-ln~lructor of the 2r.d 
Amphibian T1·nctor Do!tallon, ' 
U.S. T.1-:rif'o ~,.·.~:: I!c"'cr~-:c, 
Gullr.crt, i1 rc ;,o.~·tL!o :c: Ja. 
c~! r:JLt .. OJ tr"!!ntr.:: !c;; thtJ 
Sc:hccs. 

1 nESEIWES 
r:~ oddi.,on to the two r~;:ul:r 

Soabee hat!:llioll3 home-p;;rt"d 
here, tr.e cente: \\'iH t.a ·~·e. 
sponslble fc: the active du!y 

I talr.iq ~c.'l ye!lr of 13 :~· 
:::"\·~ Se~!>ec: b::~!:~ns. 

:!\!ty~: n. B. Mcndo\11 J:. o! 
Gulfr.ort was 0:'1 h:.nc! !o re
spond to the c:~lts Ci\·cn the 
.;;ity by 5aying, "Gulfport i s, 
oh;oys has bcc·n :1nd ~lwnys 
17ill be proud of its Sea bees." 

Join!)ing with the mayor in 
honorln:J the new ba!tnlion 
wore S•m. James 0. E~stland 
nr.d John C. Stennis nnd nc,. 
1,Villiam M. Cohnur. ~~~ Mi•;!:i~> 
Slppi Dc;nact:J.tJ, :'11 d CcN. ?avl 
.t1. joh:1:on, :1ll of w'lcm ~~t -- -. 
ccngr Jtu~ato•Y tele rc.m1. 

M:stc: c! cc:-tmGnlej v:~ 
Com.~~nd:r ?.!::1ir.:o:::, "·:~~ 
ndde<! his congratu1otions b L'!e 
r.ewly r<!COI!Iml!sloned t:n:~. !~
vocation was pror.o::nccd t:1 

, Licotrnant c:uson and the 
1 bc::2dlct!on by Lt. C. 1'1. !:nc:t
son, choploin for MCB !,2, 

1 :llusic, including the N~;ionnl 

I 
Anthem nnd the 1\nvy Hymn, 
wos provided by the Pcns~cola 
Naval Air Stnlion O:md undm· 

I the direction of CWO F. L. 
Emond. 



CAPTIO:\S !'"OR !'HOTOGRA?ES 

1. Commander !\or man L. Martinson, Comm:Lding O.:'ficcr CBC Gulfport, Miss./ 
Commander 20th l\uval Construction Regiment welcomes Rcur Admiral Henry A. 
Renken, Commander Scrv1ce Force A,:.:.ntic Fleet, to Gulfport for commissioning 
of MCB-62 . 

2. Color guard carrylng Xationa: Flag anc! ba:r;J!!on Hag come to prescr.t-ar:ns 
while r.ational anthem lo p!:;yed during commlss!oninz ceremony !or Y.CB-62. 

3 . Y.en of U.S. 1'\aval Mobile Con~truction Battalion SIXTY -TWO execute marching 
maneuvers on parade field at Gulfport in prcp.1ration for commissioning of MCB-62 
on July 2, 1966. 

4. CDR Martinson introduces distinguished civilian and military ofiicials attending 
commissioning ceremony !or )>.fCB-62, 

5. Mdm Renken, commis:>ioning of:icer for the n.:w battalion, delivers his remark.., 
durL-:g commissioning cer.:mo:1y. 

6. Commander William J. Richeson, CEC, USN, Commanding Office1· MCB-62, delivers 
his remarks after accepting command of the new battalion. 

7 . Rear Admiral Alexander C. Husband, CEC, t.:S1\, Commander Nuval Facilities 
Engineering Command and Chief of l\uvy Civil Engineers delivers his remarks at 
commissioning ceremony for )>.1CB-62 after prcscntL'1g the Xavy Unit C1tation t.eld by 
th.: first 62nd :>:av.1l Constn.:ction Battalton to t.'1.: new b.:.ttalion. 

b. Captain Spencer R. Smith, CEC, US!\', Comrnu.nder l\aval Con:;truction Battalions 
Atlantic Fleet, delivers his remarks to a.sscmblcd guests and men and officers of new 
Atlantic Seabee Battalion which will be under his control . 

9. CAPT Smith pins thto ~avy Commendation Medal with Combat "V" on Lieutenant 
William M. Gibson (CHC) US:\, Chaplain for ute Construction B:mallon Center, Gulfport, 
).~ississippi, in recognition of his religious :>crviccs to more than 32, 000 military men in 
Vietnam, including men from many ~crcnt fau:r.s. 


