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Advance Party 
Leaves H e r e  
F o r  Vietnam 

The Battalion's advance party 
to the Republi,c -of Vietnam 
leaves any day now to begin 
setting up facilities ior MCB 62 
in c6untry. 

The 125 men of the party, led 1 
by -Lieutenant Commander W. I/ 
Wood, the Battalion Operatioris 
Officer, are flying to Vietnam 
aboard. Air Force C-141 Star­
lifter jets. The trip should : take 
only about 24 hours. 

These men deploy ab0ut a 
month ahead of the main body 
of the Battalion to mak_e it pos­
sible for MCB 62 to relieve an­
other SEABEE unit/ smoothly 
and efficiently ·with little· inter.,,. 
ruption of the construction ef­
fort or camp operation. 

HELLO WORLD - Richard L. McClenaghan, BUR3, (left) and 
- Richa:rd--h.- .W--e-ndt, ·-BUR-3·, --both--0f.- Delta -Company, peer fr..'om their­
fighting hole during the field exercise climaxing three weeks of
training at Camp_ Lejeune, North Carolina. For more pictures of
training, see page three.

Admin Inspection 
Cirades 62 High 

Mobile' Construction Battalion 62 has received an over­
all grade of excellent in a two-day administrative Inspec­
tion conducted by the Commander, Construction Battal­
ions, Atlantic, December 13. and 14. 

An 11-man team headed by Commodore A. C. Perkins 
came to the Gulfport CB Center from COMCBLANT head­
quarters in Davisville, Rhode Island to inspect the Bat­
talion. 

The purpose of the inspection 
was to determine the Battalion's 
readiness for its deployment to 
Vietnam scheduled for late Jan­
uary. All Atlantic S E  A B E E  
units undergo a similar examin­
ation each year before going 
overseas. 

The inspectio;n team spent the 
first day of · their· visit touring 
the __ __Batt.alif'n' '·,--Office __ �spa-ces, 
going over books, examining re­
cords and files and questioning 
the men. 

The second day was devoted 
primarily to checking Battalion 
personnel, barracks and combat 
gear. Individual weapons were 
inspected to insure that they 
were clean and in working 
order, and the men's personal 
lockers were examined fOr neat­
ness and cleanliness. 

Essentially, the advance party 
has four missions to carry out 
in the 30-day period before the 
arrival of the rest of the Bat­
talion. 

First, they ,must detennine the 
,condition of ,all rolling stock and 
equipment arid make any neces­
sary repairS. Then they inven­
tory all tools and spare parts 
and orde�· replacements. 

Batta l ion Completes Tra in ing 
At Marines' Camp  Lejeune 

A · separate grade was assignw 
- ed _for, -ea:Gh-,-fundio.n. -within- -the
Battalion, and by a system of
weighted averages, the overall
grade of excellent was estab­
lished.

Commander W. J. Richeson, 
Commanding Officer of MCB 62, 
commenting on the inspection 
said, "We must not be satisfied 
with this level of readiness. All 
hands must work together to 
earn a grade of outstanding in 
the administrative evaluation 
next year." 

The third task is to check out 
all camP maintenance, operation 
and ad,ministrative functions. 

Finally, the men of the ad­
vance. party must familiarize 
themSelves with all construction 
projects including plans, speci­
fications, material lists, inven­
tories and progress. 

With weeks of instruction cram­
med into a few days, the SEA­
BEES of Mobile Construction 
Battalion 62 finished their mili­
tary training with the Marines at 
Camp Jejeune, North Carolina in 
early December. 

About 530 men from the Bat� 
talion went through the three­
week program, which included in­
tensive training in communica­
tions, field medicine, infantry 

SEABEE OF THE MONTH - Steven H. Huber, a UTPCN with 
Bravo Company, receives the first SEABEE of the Month award 
from Joe Lumpkin, Senior Vice Commander of Gulfport's Alfred 
Alleman VFW Post. Huber was selected for his esprit de corps, 
family life and contribution to his community. His wife Pamela and 
Al Woodard, Chairman of the Post's Selection Committee were on 
hand for the ceremony. 

weapons, field messing, leadership, 
:mine warfare, bridge building, 
counter guerilla warfare and indi­
vidual combat techniques. 

Some of the time was spent in 
the classroom, but mostly, the 
Marines employed their favorite 
"J.e a r n-it-by-d o i n  g-it-yourself'' 
technique to polish up the fight­
ing skills of the SEABEES. 

· For many of the Navy builders
this meant crawling- ove·r a good
portion of Camp Lejeune's 110,000
acres on patrols, fighting' their
way. out of simulated ambushes
or blowing up earth, trees and'·
chunks of metal with a wide va­
riety of weapons.

The training began for MCB 
6'2 on the Monday before 'Thanks­
giving with the men dividing into 
groups to attend various special­
ized classes according to their 
skills and their assignments in 
the military organization of the 
Battalion. 

The four-day Thanksgiving 
weekend provided a w e 1 c o m e 
break from the work in the field, 
but when classes resumed the fol­
lowing Monday, training was un­
usually intensive to make up for 
lost time. 

The third week of training 
brought the Battalion back to­
gether for a final test, a field 
exercise in which _MCB 62 set up 
an encampment in one of Camp 
Lejeune's wooded areas and de­
fended their position from simu­
lated attack. 

For three days the SEABEES 
ate canned field rations and slept 
in sleeping bags under shelter 
halves between vigils in the fox 
holes. During this period they 

were atta,cked repeatedly by Ma­
rine aggressors and MCB 62 inen 
who had gone through the Sec­
ond Marine Division's Counter 
Guerilla Warfare School. 

Finally, the field exercise was 
over and the men returned to 
their barracks for hot food, show­
ers and liberty. On Friday, De­
cember 8, the first of the air­
craft returning the Battalion to 
Gulfport took off from North. 
Carolina. 

Outstanding, the next mark 
above excellent, is the highest 
grade possible in the Admini­
strative Inspection. 

In general though, CDR Rich­
eson indicated that the Battalion 
is ready for the up-coming de­
ployment. "I"m conviriced we're 
in good shape to- meet any as­
signed task - in Vietnam,'' he said. 

COULD THAT BE DIRT? - Marine Major B. F. Cole, Training 
Officer for the 20th Na val Construction Regiment, inspects an en­
trenching tool belonging to Jack L. Moore, Headquarters Company 
SKSN, during the Battalion's annual Administrative Inspection. 
MCB 62 received an overall grade of excellent on the inspection 
December 13 and 14. 
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