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Diego Garcia is one of the Chagos Islands.  
When it became a British territory, it was 
populated by people brought in from the 
Seychelles and other islands, who operated 
plantations growing and exporting copra.

The island is located due south of India, and 
is situated about 7 degrees south of the 
Equator.

It was made available to the United States by 
Britain, under an agreement whereby a 
permanent base would be built to contribute 
to maritime security in that part of the world.

The Seabees were assigned the task of 
building the base, and initially all work was 
done by them, with incidental contributions 
by contractor organizations.

¢ƘŜ ƴŀǾŀƭ ōŀǎŜΩǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
western side of the island as shown on this 
drawing. 3



The Cantonment Area was built on the 
northwestern tip of the coral atoll.

The photos following this drawing will 
show the major facilities built by NMCB 
62 and other Seabee units during their 
1977 deployments.

ba/. снΩǎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǿŀǎ 
Commander Chuck Fegley.  The 
Executive Officer was Lieutenant 
Commander Paul Chapla, who was 
succeeded by Lieutenant Commander 
Tony Corcoran.

The Operations Officers who directed 
the construction were Lieutenant 
Commander John Milkintas, succeeded 
in May 1977 by Lieutenant Jim Rispoli, 
ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ άŦǊƻŎƪŜŘέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƻŦ 
Lieutenant Commander later on during 
the deployment.
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The Construction Projects

ÅThe following projects were in various stages of construction, or not yet 
begun, when NMCB 62 deployed to Diego Garcia in 1977.

ÅMost of the projects described in the following photos were being built by 
ǘƘŜ {ŜŀōŜŜǎ ƻŦ ba/. снΣ ǘƘŜ άaƛƴǳǘŜƳŜƴέ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴΦ

ÅSeveral Detachments of other Seabee Battalions, whose main bodies were 
deployed to other locations in Europe and worldwide, had major projects 
ƻƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ DŀǊŎƛŀ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴǎΩ 5ŜǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
projects are included in this summary of Seabee work on Diego Garcia in 
1977.

ÅAll told, there were approximately 1000 Seabees in these units on Diego 
DŀǊŎƛŀ ƛƴ мфттΤ ǘƘŀǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘȅέ 
assigned to the Naval Support Facility there at the time.
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A permanent water 
treatment plant and 
distribution system was 
the single major utilities 
project.

The next few photos 
show the Seabees 
building these facilities.

The project was called 
άCƛƴŀƭ ²ŀǘŜǊ tǊƻƧŜŎǘέ 
and included a 
compound with 
Concrete Masonry Unit 
(aka Concrete Blocks) 
buildings, and 
reinforced concrete 
water tanks.
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NMCB 62 had five 
companies: Alpha 
Company was the 
heavy equipment 
company; Bravo 
Company was the 
utilities company; 
Charlie and Delta 
Companies were the 
άōǳƛƭŘŜǊέ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΤ 
HQ Company was the 
fifth.
The Final Water 
Project was built 
under the direction of 
Lieutenant 
Commander Don 
Keith, Bravo Company 
commander, shown 
ƘŜǊŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ άƻŦŦ 
ǘƛƳŜέ ŜȄŀƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
work.
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A progress 
photo of the 
water plant 
compound 
with buildings 
and tanks.

The project 
included 
installation of 
13 new water 
wells into the 
freshwater 
άƭŜƴǎέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
island, and 
over 5000 feet 
of 
underground 
piping.
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Trench for a 
segment of the 
underground 
piping for the 
water lines.
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hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ά{ŀƴŘ tƛŜǊΦέ

It was called a sand pier because the 
pier was built using sheet piles to form 
the shape of the pier, and then the 
area was filled with sand.

The only building materials available 
on the island were natural sand, and as 
we will see a bit later, coral blasted 
from the lagoon used as aggregate, 
and water.

The next few photos show the 
progression of the sand pier.  In this 
photo, the sheet piling is being driven.
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Sheet Piling 
nearing 
completion.
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This pier was 
intended for use 
of the 
ƘŀǊōƻǊƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 
small boats.

Those boats were 
previously 
anchored in the 
lagoon, making 
maintenance 
more difficult.
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The 
permanent 
Dining Hall.

Each battalion 
picks up their 
projects in 
various stages 
of completion 
from the prior 
battalion.

NMCB 62 
worked on the 
interior of this 
facility as 
shown in the 
following 
photos.
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NMCB 62 was 
able to bring this 
project to 
completion.

Here the facility 
is in operation.

This was a 
significant 
morale booster, 
since most 
άŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴŀǊȅέ 
facilities were 
not air 
conditioned.
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An 80-man 
barracks to 
increase 
permanent party 
billeting space, 
was built of 
modular 
components.

The building had 
been previously 
erected in 
Thailand.  It was 
disassembled 
there, and shipped 
to Diego Garcia.

The Seabees first 
built the 
foundations, did 
the site work and 
utilities, and then 
erected the 
building.
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The building 
nearing 
completion.
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NMCB 62 worked on 
several permanent 
dormitories.

The construction 
ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ǿŀǎ άǘƛƭǘ ǳǇέ 
construction, where 
concrete for the 
vertical structural 
walls was placed 
horizontally, one wall 
on top of another.  
The following photos 
will show this.

Here we see forms 
for one of the 
concrete grade 
beams being built.
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