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From the President & CEO 
The National WWI Museum tells the story of the American 
experience in the war that changed the world through one-of-a 
kind artifacts, images, oral histories, interactive experiences, and 
entertainment offerings. But even more than that, this 
Museum serves as a protound place for current and 
future generations to learn about the lasting impact 
of World War ll, be inspired by the American spirit of 
the war era, and reflect upon the ongoing struggle to 
preserve freedom around the world today. 

Since opening its doors on June 6, 2o00, the 
Museum has become one of the nation's leading 
cultural attractions. Our rapid growth from The 
National D-Day Museum to the congressionally 
designated National WWIl Museum has far exceeded 
all expectations and continues to do so with new 

visitor experiences, travel programs, and educational 
initiatives for students, teachers, and adult learners 
both in New Orleans and across the country and world. 

Immersive exhibits now take us through America's 
wwIl journey - from the Pearl Harbor attacks and 
Home Front efforts through each major military 
campaign in the European and Pacific theaters. Along the way, 
visitors can find inspiration in the signature 4D movie Beyond 
All Boundaries and follow the personal story of an individual 

servicemember or civilian through our interactive Dog Tag stations. 
More than a day is needed to truly experience everything the 

Museum now has to offer. Special features include 1940s-style 
performances, an interactive submarine experience, a new hands-on 

science and technology gallery - plus, the world's only fully restored 
combat-veteran patrol torpedo boat, PT-305, offering rides and tours 
on Lake Pontchartrain. Even more exciting developments are in store 
as the Museum prepares to expand its educational outreach and 
build its final pavilion, telling the story of the postwar years and the 
lasting legacies ofWorld War ll. 

Ihope this guide will serve as a special keepsake for our visitors 
who have had a meaningful experience at The National WW 
Museum and encourage you to make a return visit. For others, I hope 
it will inspire a future trip to our New Orleans campus to learn more 
about the most significant event of the 20th century. 

Stephen ). Watson 
President & CEO 
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Louisiana Memorial Pavilion is the primary entrance 

to the Museum experience. Its atrium features macro 

artifacts from the Museum's collection, including the 
LCVP or "Higgins boat," the famed D-Day landing craft 
showcased in the film Saving Private Ryan. 

More than 20,000 landing crafts and boats were 
designed and built by Higgins Industries in New Orleans 

and used in all major amphibious landings of the war. 
In an interview with Stephen Ambrose, Dwight 
Eisenhower credited Higgins with playing a decisive role in 
Allied victory 

The atrium also offers a rotating selection of remarkable 
assets including a restored Douglas C-47 aircraft, tanks, 
trucks, and guns used in World War l. 

Upstairs galleries focus on the road to war, the Home 
Front, and D-Day in Normandy, as well as special 

temporary exhibits. 

Louisiana 
Memorial 
Pavilion 

The Louisiana Memorial Pavilion also features the 
LW "Pete" Kent Train Car Experience where visitors 
can register for the interactive Dog Tag Experience. 
Registration occurs during the virtual train ride that 
will carry them to the front lines of World War Il, in the 
footsteps of citizen soldiers, sailors, and airmen. 

Flak 37 88mm Gun 
Designed as an anti-aircraft gun, Germany's Flak 88 became a 
devastating weapon when used against ground targets such as 
tanks. Its carriage allowed the weapon to be deployed in 
less than three minutes. The weapon quickly became 
one of the most feared in the German arsenal. 
From the Collection of The National WW 
Museum. 2007.07O.002 
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LCVP 
Built primarily by New Orleans 
firm Higgins Industries, the 
LCVP (Landing Craft, Vehicle, 
Personnel) or "Higgins Boat" was 
instrumental to the Allied war 
effort. It became most famous 
when used as the primary 
assault craft during the D-Day 
landings in Normandy. The 
National WWl Museum is 
home to a replica LCVP 
made using original 
Higgins Industries 
drawings and plans. 
2006.I29 

Gold Star Mural 

C-47 Skytrain 
The C-47 Skytrain was a workhorse aircraft of the Allied forces, with more than 1o,000 produced 
during the war. C-475 performed a variety of roles, from cargo transportation to carrying 
paratroopers into combat. The C-47 on display at The National WWI Museum sports invasion 

stripes, a marking created for aircraft taking part in the D-Day landings so that they could be easily 

recognized by Allied gunners and not nistaken as German aircraft. This particular C-47 flew as 
Chalk r7 for a Pathfnder unit on D-Day as well as in Operation Market Garden, the Battle of the 

Bulge, and Operation Varsity. Gift of Paul Hiliard, z006.181.0or 

THE NATIONAL WWII MUSEUM 

Formed in 2010, HWWMOHF is a sor(c3) not-for-proht organization 
that pursues the vision of Willianns, tw establish Gold Star Families 

In 2017, The National WWl Museun was gifted with a Gold Star mural from The Hershel "Woody" Williams Medal ofHonor Foundation (HWVMOHE) Located on the side of the institution's Louisiana Memorial Pavilion, the 26xI4-foot painting acts as a lasting tribute to families who have lost a loved one in the service of the nation's military, while also preserving the nmemory of the fallen and standing as a stark reminder that freedom is not free. In May 2017, the Museum hosted the Foundation's founder, Woody Williams (shown in left photo), a reired US Marine who is the last surviving Medal of Honor recipient from the Battle of lwo Jima, so chat he 
could see the neww Gold Star mural for the frst time. Williams was also joined 
by several Gold Star Families. 

Memorial Monuments throughout Anerica to honor and recognize those 

PA 33-2 

who made the ultimate sacritice in the Armed Forces and their families who endure their loss. In addition to the monunent initiative, the HWWMOHF also provides Gold Star scholarslhips, as well as hosts events honoring Gold Star Families. 

WWII 
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L.W. "Pete"Kent 
Train Car Experience 

Visitors begin their journey as many men and 

women did during the war years--boarding 

a Union Pacific car in a train station. Here 

surrounded by the sights and sounds of 

wartime farewells visitors will select a 

WWl story and get the first chapter of their 

wartime journey 
Visitors can then follow their selected 

individual through the servicemember's 
personal story, beginning with the onset 
of war and ending with V-E Day in Road to 

Berlin: European Theater Galleries or V-} Day in 
Road to Tokyo Pacific Theater Galleries. These 
stories deepen visitors' understanding of the 
path to victory around the globe 

JUNE 942 

World Map 

BATTLE OFMIDWA 

DEPARTING TRAINS 

|ocated inside The Louisiana Memorial Pavilion, the L.. "Pete" Kent Train Car Experience serves as the point of departure for the Museum's Dog Tag Experience, an interactive journey that lets each visitor follow the true story ofa WWil servicemember. 

Made possible through a gift from the Bobby and Lori Kent Savoie Family in Honor of I era. 
W'ame "Pete" Kent. With additional support from the Union Pacifc Foundation. 

4DIPLTING TIAIIS TIKKITING 

The Museums dynamic World Map. one of the most prominent elements of the institution's campus, the Louisiana Memorial Pavilion. Located above the L.W. "Pete" Kent Irain Cur Ex nerience on the Museum's frst level, the two-story Worid ieh 
immediately captures visitors' attention as they enter 

measures 49 leet wide and 28 feet tall, uses graphic treatment and colors to reveal the plobal expansion of the Axis powers, how the wOnd boino by the AXIs aggressors, and then, how the Allied powers pushed back against the Axis DOwers unil thev were defeated, the power ol their Tes literally crased from the map. 
The map also completes the whole experience of the L.W "Pete" Kent T rain Car Experience. As the map cvcles through the key events onaner between i937 and 1945,. its imaging complements the content of the monitors outside of the trai station, headlines, and video footage from key events leading up to and during the war. 

GUEST SERYICES 

which show still images, historic newspaper 
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D-DAY ARMADA 
The fleet that took part in the Normandy 
D-Day invasion was one of the largest ever 

assembled, with more than 6,000 craft 
taking part in the operation. 

This exhibit illustrates what one sector of 
the English Channel may have looked like on 

June 6, 1944. 

THE NATIONAL WWIl MUSEUM 

OM 

Normandy Glider 

OMAHA 

The D-Day Invasion 
of Normandy 
The National WWII Museum originally opened as The 
National D-Day Museum, telling the story of the largest 
ever amphibious invasion. The Utah and Omaha Beach 
galleries (above) are home to a large collection of personal 
artifacts, oral histories, and photos to help tell the story of the 

American effort during D-Day. 

5 

Many American and British soldiers rode into combat via wood-and canvas gliders. These aircraft could deliver a large group of men precisely to one location, as compared to traditional combat jumps, in which winds could disperse parachutists over a wide area. Gliders were also capable of carrying heavy equipment such as jeeps and light artillery pieces. 
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Colt Caliber .45 
Mrg1IAr Pistol 
This pistol was carried by Frank 
Walk on D-Day in Normandy, 
where he served as a trafic-control officer on Omaha Beach. He carried this same 

AATCITCDAREA 

pistol throughout his time in France until December 1944. He then carried it during 
the invasion of the Philippines in 1945 and until the end of the war. 
Gift of Frank Walk, 2o00.I77-557 

Dr. Harold Baumgarten's Watch 

You might need this." Corporal Kenneth Kassel, combat engineer, lost his helmet changing landing craft in the Omaha Beach assault. A fellow soldier not going ashore gave Kassel his helmet, saying only "You might need this." Reaching Omaha Beach, a bullet pierced the front of Kassel's helmet but was deflected. While thc helmet saved Kassel's life, another piece of shrapnel lodged in his head and had to be surgically removed by a doctor. Gift of Kenneth Kassel, 2000.o30.001 

Dr. Harold "Hal" Baumgarten served in B Company, 116th Infantry Regiment 20th Infantry Division and landed with the hrst wae of the attack on Omaha Beach on June 6, 1944. He was one of the few from his landine craft to survive the attack. Baumgarte wounded five times within the first two days of the invasion, during which he wore this watch The watch was a gift from hiS Tate the watch protector was made by Baumgarten's friend Private Robert Garbett Ir.. who was killed in action on D-Day. Gift of Dr. Harold Baumgarten, 2000.208.001 



British Paratrooper Beret 
This red beret, worn by British paratroopers in World War l, belonged to Corporal Wally Parr of 
the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry. He wore it on D-Day, throughout the Battle 
of Normandy, at the Battle of the Bulge, in Denmark, and after the war in Palestine. A tear in the 
beret was caused by a shell fragment that tore a gash in the side of Parr's head on July 22, I944. 
Gift of Wally Parr, I995.002. Oor 

German Boots 
On exhibit are the black 

leather boots worn by Franz 
Gockel on Omaha Beach on 

June 6, I944. Franz Gockel 
had his 18th birthday while 

defending the Atlantic Wall as 
a member of Germany's 726th 

Infantry Regiment of the 352nd 
Infantry Division. He manned a 
captured Polish machine gun in 

Widerstandsnest (Resistance Nest) 
62 on Omaha Beach. 

Gift of Frunz Gockel, 2004.235.005 

THE NATIONAL WWII MUSEUM 

Omaha Beach 
Combat Belt 

7 

Corpsman Leo Scheer of the 7th 
Naval Beach Battalion, attached to 
the 6th Engineer Special Brigade, 
almost did not make it to Omaha 

Beach. His landing craft was sunk 
by German artillery fire upon 
approach. Scheer was forced to 
swim to shore wearing his combat 
belt equipped with one first aid 
pouch. As a Navy Corpsman, 
Scheer's job was to attempt to 
save the wounded. His one hrst 
aid pouch however would not 
help the hundreds of men he saw 
Iying on the beach before him. 
Scheer removed the pouches from 
the dead surrounding him, and 
attempted to save those he could 
on bloody Omaha Beach. 
Gift of Leo Scheer, 999.026.0or 
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