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UMTED STATES NAVAL MOBILE 
CO!\STRliCTION BATTALION 

l nvo<.;OliOil 

SIXTY-TWO 

2 JULY 1966 

1000 HOURS 

l,itoul t·n11nt Yf, M. Gibson, CHC, USN 
C'h•a•lul.n, Conalru-.·Uon Aattahon Cet~.tcr 
Cul(purt, Mi•ainip pJ 

l n\f(Hiuc t ion or llonutt'd GutlH\'1 Cornml.indcr No Lo Martinson, CEC, USN 
(;unnnundlnt: OHiccr, T wentieth Naval 
Conr.truct hm J{c.,;imcnl 

Remark·.;; -.nd Rradm1! or 
CommuuuuninR, Ordt·rl 

Pre-.cnt~tion ~tnd 
p().,tina or RattaUon Ct~lora 

Rf'adi.n& or ()rd.,.,.. 

Pn-.en1ahon or Unh Citation 

Presftlt .. tion o( Award'l 

Remarlrs 

~f'dl~tion 

Departwe He>nOft 

R••r Adml.rel H. A.. Renkt!n, USN 
Co-...nander, 8wYte. Porce• 
U. 8. AtlOJttlc Fl-

R•ar Admlt~l H. ~ R~nk~, USN 
Co.....nd.u, Service Fore .. 
U. S. AUantic Fleet 
Command~r ~Uham J• Richeson, CEC, OSN 
ComiMindt.nR OUk•·r, Mobile Const:nx:tion 
UattaUo-n Si.xty .. T.,.o 

H:f'ar AdrDit"'l A. C. 1-luJband, Ct::.C, USN 
Com.m.ndf'r, Naval FacUlties 
t:ne.int'f"f"utr. Com. .. nd 

Capt•U\ S. R. s.ith, CEC, U:>N 
Comtnand~r, ConstructaOf\ Battalioofll, 
u. S. AllantiC' l"leet 

llonoud Gue&ta 

Liirutauml C. W. Eticllaon, CHC, USSR 
CtlaplaLD, Mobtle Cooatruc..:li.Oft BattaliOn 
Sixty-Two 

Mutlc by the Penucob N•val Air Suatlon B and 

Chid Warrf'nl o rncer F. t.. Emond, Band Maa ter 



HOt;OREO GUESTS 

lh)norablo P a uJ U. J ohn..on 
Gov4!'mor or tht" State of Mu aJsai.ppl 

HonOrllble J•m•• 0.. E•atlpnd 
United Statt"a Senator for lh~ St"te of ~•b•li•aippi 

Honorable Wtll i"tn M. Cio>hner 
M~mbrr of tho Unit~ Statee Houac or Rt'J)re~eotgllvH 

for tht" Fifth Olatr\c: t, Stutet of Mlatl8elppJ 

l-lonorabl~ H.. U. Mt!udowa, Jr. 
Mayor of th"' City or CuUport 

Major Ct'noro1 R. w. Puryear, USAF 
Commander, Krcllt"r Technical Trainin& Ct•ntcr 

Rrur Admlr.o.l H. A. Rt•nkf•n, USN 
Commander, St-rvlcc Forc oe, U. S. Atlunlie Fleet 

R4!'ar Admiral J• S. Ooraey, USN 
C'ommond,mt, Sixth Naval Oiatrict 

Rrar Admiral P. N. S<-erbonnt'l, USN 
Commandont, F.hthth Naval Ola lrict 

Rt"Or Admlrot A.. ('. lluab~nd, CF::C, USN 
Corrunandt-r, Naval F .cl11tlta Kn&lncc.-ring Command 

Rf'at Admlr• l 'A. M. l::.n~tf't, CCC, USN 
Vice CotDmandt>r, Naval Pacilitl~t Jo:rtainecrinR Command 

Re-ar Admiral IL S. Wt~lhn, CI::C. USN 
Deputy ("ommandf:f for f"at'iliHot t:;.ncJnctti.nlt 

Rt"ar Admiral W. M. Heoam.n, C£C, USN 
Commander, Na"at Con«truc u on O•U•llont, U. ~ Pac ifi.c Flf!'t!t 

Rear Admiral K. R. t,'h•eler, SC', USN 
Start Flt"t"l and 1-'f'rc• Supply, ~C'I rl••llc, Vtrl(mla 

Rear Adnural 1- C. Coxt', C&C, VS.'i 
Director, Southwrat Dlvtaioa, !'oinal Yanhti~t Engtnl"t"unc Co&~Ua&Pd 

Rear AdnUral .!'\. J. t>ru•trur, C EC, USN 
Oue-ctor, Att.nhc Dlvit•nn, :"bval fo~a('llihra ~c,U'Ierring Commu.d 

Rrar Adnalral R. R. ft~odinr., CEC, US~ 
Du«tor, Paoftc Oivi'llOCl S.•utheaat Asi• 
Naval FMCihUea Entt.n«r~nc Con~mand 

Captatn S.. R. Strollh, CEC, USN 
Cor.runand~, Coni! true lton Ba\tiilhna, u. ~ Allantl.c Fleet 

UNtr-nant Com•an11.h.·r R. Y. T~t~lrt 
Former Ofrlcer--ill..charce, 62nd Naval Contlructkon Oattalion 

Urutenant CommanderS. J• S<:hul~. Cl'.:C-V(S}, USNR _ 
Form("T ()((ic-t't'-i"'"'Cttarf(f!, b2nd Na"al Conatrue:tlon I:JaUaltoo i 

HISTORY OF THE SIXTY-5ECONO NAVAL 

CONSTRUCTION BATTALION 

Mobile Construction Batullon 62 -- like r.tCBs 40 an<1 58 -- derived 
Its numerical designation from a Naval Construction Battalion that gained 
World War 11 f>me. Tbc orll{fnal NCB 62 was commissioned on December 
30, !942, at DulnUie, Rbodo lslall<l. After two short montha of !raining 
the Battalion left for Its eml>ark>tton point, Port Hueneme, California. 
Lieutenant Comma"der Rudolph Y. 'h,qart WllS the outfit's Officer-in
charge. 

On March 24 NCB 62 boJrdcd lh<l tran•(lOrt ship MATSONIA, bound for 
Pearl Harbor. 

Until early September 1914 tho Uatt.1llon stayed In Hawaii, constructing 
repair and servicing factliUe1 fur Lht• Pearl llurbor Submarine Base, Com
pleting a dike at Loko l•:o, building landing craft facilities at Walplo Point, 
and much more. Over two million yards or rHJ rnat.cr'hll were ntoved on lhe 
Loko Eo dlke alone. 

A small detachment from NCB 62 went to the Island of Angaur, in the 
West Carollnes, to •et up pontoon doCks. These men became the first of 
the Battallon'H SC:tb<>Cs to t.ncoontcr the enemy when they were fired upon 
by Japanese snipers. 

In September of 1944 the B•tt•llon finished Its work In Hawaii and un<ler
went two weeks of jungle lralnlng •t ~'w...,thc,•rt Valley, Oabu, In preparation 
for the big job ahead -- lwo Jlma. NCB 62 then moved to the Island of Maul 
for two months of aMphibious. marlne and WCoit.pOntJ training. 

The lwo Jlma ta•l< for<.'<l lefl S•Jpan on t'ebru•ry 16, 1945. The ships 
carrying NCB 62 all got aaf~ly lhrousJ> to beach lbelr cargoes of men and 
maebtnes despite kamlhre raid& by the Japanese. The Hrst sblpload was 
ashore at 10 p.m. of D-Day (t'ebru•ry 19) plus ,!lYe. By 2 a.m. of D-Day 
plus seven, \be whole ll•tt.allon waa ubore. 

The Japanese attaek<·d with fi>Ortara that nlpt. 
Tbe Battalion's job at lwo Jlma ,. .. to get lbree bombed-out Japanese 

alrllelds back Into shapcu quirkly aapoeslble. The Seabees did just that-
beayY equipment operators \\Ott\ at •·ork on the first alrheld., clearing 
off wrecll:ed J.>paneoe pl•nee and filling bomb cr•l<lrs lbe hr<t day the 
Battalion was on lwo Jlma. 

The dozer drivers bad to duck from Snip~>ra' bullets, fisJ>t off banzai 
attacks and jump for cover e•ery lime the J~anese mortars opened up 
"" them. But wort< on the l'unJJer One alrlleld went on day and night. On 
D-Oay plus 12, wort< was begun on \be Number TWo airfield. 

Tbe Seabeea spent a total of live months Improving Central A•rfield. 
When \bey were finished, they had movt-d over three mlllion yards of earth 
and were In possession of ~ longest airstrip-- 5225 !oct-- io tbc wester• 
PacUic, 

On V-J Day, Auguat 14, 1945, NCB 62 was among 13 Construction 
Battalions and t.brce Special Battalions awaiting assignment to Japan, 
where they were to aid Naval foreea at various cities. 

The 62nd Nav•J Construction llllttallon was Inactivated on September 15, 
1945, at Yolrosuka, Japan, 



COMltlANDil'G OFFICER 

COMltA.NDUt Wlt.l.IAM J. WtCHfiSOf'f, CEC. USN 

Commander WIIUam J. RI<!Meon wu born In AUanb., Georgia, on 27 
Ja.nua.ry 1924. He took two yoara or pre-medical C()Uteua al Georgetown 
Unlveretty oefo:re ent11t1n1 a• a Nanl Avlallon Cadet lo Deeember 1942. 
ln May 1944 he wu comml•aton.:'<l •• a NanJ AviAtor. He eervOO with 
Bomblnc S.C,..adron 95 until hll eep;.tr-allon In December 19•5. 

He then went bt.ek to coli• at t.ho Catholic Unlveratty ot America, 
Wathln«ttO. 0, C., and wae vaduaLed In 1849 with a ~cbelor'e degree lo 
archttccb.lral engtnee-rlng. Prom th:tt tlm~ until hi" recllll to active duty 
In November 1950, he wu an utoclate •trchiWCt wtlb L. U. GH<klen Jr., 
of Bt.ltlmore, Maryland. 

Since 1950, Commander Rtchf'80R has •orved aa Training Battalion 
l::xeeuttve Ofllcer, Pore Huoneme, CaiUornJo~.: Assltt..&nt Plnnnlng and De
sign Offtoer. Area Public wortte Office, Marlan.a laland~t; and Aflslst.-.nt 
Publtc Worke Officer, Naval Air f,hterlal Ct-nt('r, Philadelphia, Pcnnsy1• 
vanla. 

In 1956·51 be atten~ lten ... eoh•cr Polye<hnlc Institute and received 
bla Bachelor or Chll F.ngtnc>ertnc df"Ctee \n Au.guwt 19$1. 

Following craduaUon, h6 IN·v~d 111 Public Works Offtcer at the Naval 
Auxiltary Alr Station, 8.1.uney lltld, r~naan~Ja, FlorhLI; ROICC, Jv.·o Jima: 
ANistanl Operation• O!O"r .and Operationa OCCicer, Construct•on Oatt.Ml
lon.s, U. S. PactfJC f'lfle&; Publtc Work• Otr1cu·, NavaJ Supply Depot, 
Meob.anlcaburl, J>enuylva,nla; and Aaal&la.nl for t·acUtUea Ma.n.arrement. 
FacUttJea Earinf'f'ri"C Con~n~lt.lld. Nortbwe-lt .Dlvt&lon, :;e.a.ttlr, Wa,;:bingtotl. 

Commander Rlcboeon 11 matrl4.'d \0 U. former Rolem&.ry Anoe Kel$0 
of Llatbicum Helcbta, ld.aryhnd. Tbl:y t....\te .c:ven chUd"'n; Dl'borah, 14; 
Sttphe:n, 12; Ellr.abet.h, 10; llbr1ntt, t; Pamrla, 8; Laura, 4.; aad WUUam 
h .• l. 

WILLIAMS, J. R. 
CROsu.;. G. W. 
CHRISTE!iSOII, C. £. 
SCHI!i!i, T. A. 
ERICKSON, C.W. 
HAL£, T .£. 
WOOD, W.L. 
SHACKLE FORO, R. 
HAJU>t..'N. A. VI. 
O'REILLY, J. M. 
CARTER. A. L. 
~ELTY• T. M. 
O'NEILL, C. P. 
STELL YES, C. G. 
McCALEB, ll. II. 
WtiJTE. J. A. 
AI.LF.MAI'-0, L. J. 

BATTALION OFHCEHS 
LCDR 
LCDR 
LT 
LT 
LT 
LT 
LT 
LT 
LT.Kl 
LT.Kl 
LT.Kl 
LT.Kl 
LTJG 
ENS 
f.NS 
BNS 

.W0-1 

l'SI
l·S" 
l:SIJi 
IJSN 
IJSNR 
IJSIJi 
USN 
USN 
Ul>NR 
USNR 
U~NR 
USNR 
USNR 
US Nil 
USN II 
li~N 
lf!)N 

•·•~~o~lh .. Ofhc:~r 
Supply Ofh~r 
~raUona OUt«r 
Dental Ollker 
Cboplaln 
'"A" CoDIPU\J' Commaoder 
"'8" Comp.an) Commudrer 
••C" Company Commander 
.. o•• Company Commaoder 
,.H" Compal\y Commander 
Altltl.a.nt. •'C" Company Co.mm.aader 
Aaaltt.t.nt "8., Comp:lny Commander 
Pl.na and Tralnlna Otti~r 
Plana fa Tralfilnc Otncer (AeU.nC) 
At•lsunt O.woraliona Offit."Cr 
Aaaletant Supply Officer 
Aaal!lltult '"A" Company Comman~r 


